Miſ-repreſented -and Repreſented 
OR, A 


T'wofold Characer 


OF 


POPE 


4 


THE O NE 


Containing a Sum of the Superſtitions, Ido- 
latries, Cruelties, Treacheries and Wicked Principles of 
that Popery, which hath diſturb'd this Nation above an 
hundred and fifty Years ; filPd it withFears and Jealouſies, 
and deſerves the | hatred of all Good Chriſtians. 


THE OTHER 


Laying open that Po PAY which the Papilſts 
own and; profeſs; with the Chief Articles of their Eiith, 
and ſome of the Principal Grounds and Reaſons, which 
hold them in that Religion. 
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ZE The IntroduGion. 

difficulty and concern : eſteeming Ln his _ Means for 
preſerving. and propagating Wickedneſs amongſt Men, by 
which he firſt won them toloſe their Innocence. _ And there- 
fore there has nothing of Good, yet come into the World, 
nothing been ſent from Heaven; but what has met with 
this Oppoſition ; the Common+Enemy having employ'd all 
his Endeavours of bringing it into diſcredit, and rendring 


it :infamous, by-W4/repreſentigg 1 Of this there roufre- 
quent ſtances i wa LN ab more M'\the ep. 'The 
truth of it we) nay on thes Perſogf6f\Chri/t hiradelf, 
who, tho? he Faothe of Godg*the intmeculate Lambyyet 
_ he not = of the reach of Calay and _ from 

ing Miſreprefevted,n Sed how hexwes painted by\malicious 
mg the Sons HH mo TOW F +! roman and 
wicked Man,a breaker of the Sabbath,a Glutton,a Friend and Com- 
panion of Publicans and Sinpeyj, E)Foot, 4 Conjurer, a Traitor, 
4 Seducer, a Tumultuous Perſon, a Samaritan, full of the De- - 


f 
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frighting the People from embracing the Truth and following 
the Son: of God, but by thus-disfiguring himto the Multi- 
tude, reporting Light to be Darkneſs, and God to be the 
Devit. The Diſciples of ©l#jftevery where met with the 
like encounters. Stephen had the people (trred up againſt 
him, becauſe they heard; he yep Ex roponrpeer ng afnſt 
Moſes and againſt God,” ( AfFs 6. 11.) Paut alfd and Sas, 
for exceedingly troubting the City, ( Afts 16. 20.) Faſon allo 
with'them, becatlſe' they ; had: 2wr»ed, the World upſide down, 
and did contrary $0 the decrees of Caſas, (Atts 17. 6,7-) Paul 
again, -becaitſe -he [did teach 411 ren. every where againſt the 
peophe,cand polluted the holy place, (ls 21.:23.) ; And becauſe - 
he: was. 4 peftileyt:; fellow,- 48d '8; mauer gf {eaition among. all 
tbe: Jews throughout the World: to: which the Jews alfa afſent- 
ed, ſaying, that. theſe things were. ſo, { 4F5.24-.5,9.) :: Net. 

ther did theſe Calummics, theſe wicked: MY YE ns 
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ophere; he that fad; 7he Difopk $7, | 
if they have called the Maſter of the houſe Betzehub'}" how 
more ſhall they" call Yew of his honſbold?*-gid nog onl 


_ tell; what was to happen to his' Fa/lowers then preſent). but 


#{0 to the Furhful' that were'to ficceed- them, and'tohis 
Chorch in future ages : they being all to expect the like fate ; 
that tho* they ſhould be'never fo juſt to God and their Neigh- 
bour, upright"in their Ways; and live in' the fear of God, 


and/the obſervance of: his 'Laws 3 yet muſt 'they certainly 
reviled ant! Hated by the World, made a by-word to the people; 
and have the repute of Tdeors, Seducers, and be a ſcandaltoall 
Nations. And has not this been verified in all ages ?*Seewhiat 
was the'ſtate'of 'Chri//#5ans5' in” the*primitive times, when, ax 
yer Vice had nor corrupted the purity of the Golpel. "Tis 
almoſt impoſſible to believe, '1n what contempt they were, 
and-how utterly abominated.' Tert#llian, who was a ſharer 
of a' great" part, gives us ſd lamentable an, accgunt of the 
Chriftians in his time, that cis able'to move compaſſioo' in 
ſtones. He tells us, fo many malicivis Aaoders weredifpers'd. 
abroad, concerning the >14»ner of their Worſhip; and*theit 
whole DoFrin'deſcrib'd, \not only to-be folly, and meer toys ; 


bur alſo to be grounded on moſt hell:ſb Principles, and to be 


ſo: full of Drjpieties.; that the Heathens believ'd a' man could 
not make profeſſion of Chriftianity,withour being 

tainted with all ſorts of Crimes ;- without being  Apoz. c. 2. 
an enemy to the Gods, to Princes, ro-the Laws, | 
to good Manners, and to Nature. | Hence they conceiv'd ſuch 
prejudice againſt them, 'and they-were render'd ſo ;mprous 
inthe * opinion of the Vulgar ; \ that' whawſoever accuſations 
were brought in, tho never {© falfe ind malicious ; wharſo- 
ever /lanies were laid: to their charge; all was welcom+to 
the' exraged Multitude, to which: nothing, ſeem'd zncredible 
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concerning” 7hoſe,” that were thus already odzous.” 'Utpon this 
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The IntrodaFion. 
of T reaſons : and bloody Perfecutions were rais'd againſt them, 
to which the people were exaſperated by fexrs 4nd jealoufies; 
vo ; .. Luod \Pontifices, (as Spordenus lays) Centi- 
Sp. Anno 286.  litie ſuperſtitionis Chriſtiangs . mare ſolito,, 
Par. 5. calumnits circumveniſſent , quaſi aliquid c0n- 
tra imperium molirentur ; ecauſe the Prieſts 
did uſe to divulge it abroad, that the Chriſtians wepe 
lotting againſt the Government. Nor were thele Crimes 
he whole Summ of their. Charge: ;., for belides, every 
publick calamity and mizfortune that befell the Common- 
wealth, was thrown upon them. It 
(a) Spond.An.362. (a) Daphnes Temple was conſum'd by 
| ightning... from Heaven , yet mult 
(s). 14, Anno 66. the Chriſtiens be condemn'd asthe Incew- 
= diaries”: If (b) the City was laid in 
(c) Apo. c. go. Aſhes, it muſt be reveng'd on the Chr#- 
ftians ; Nay, as (c) Teriullian has it, if 
Tiber overflowed, if Nile watered not the Plains, if Fleaven 
fop'd its Courſe, and did not pour its Rains here below: ; if. there 
were Earthquakes, Famin, or Plague ; they would immediately 
cry out, Chriſtianos ad Leones, Caſs the Chriſtians to the Lyons, 
as the cauſe of all the Calamities that arrived in the World, 
and all the Evils that People ſuffer'd. And now the Chriſtians 
being thus reputed Prophaze in their Morſhip, Enemies to the 
Government, and the unduubted occaſions of every: wifortune 
throughout the Empire; *tis caſie to conceive, in what cou- 
tempt they ———_— how deteſtable a { the Feathers ; but 
becauſe none canrelate it ſoto the life, as 
(d) Apo. C. 3. , (4) Twtullian has done ;, Fleet it down 
in his. own words, as tranſJated- by 
(e) P. 1.p4g.936. (e) Dr. Howel, in his FH:fory of the 
| World. Is it not ſtrange (\ays he) that 
the hatred wherewith this name is purſued, tu ſuch manner blinds 
the minds of moſt Men, that when they witeſs the probity of a 
Chriſtian, they mix in their Diſcourſe as 4 Rare earhe hath 
| | embraced 
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embraced this Religion. Ore ſaith ; truly, be of whom you 
ſpeak is an Honeſt Man, if he were not a Chriſtian, and his lif 
would be free from blame, Another; Do you know ſuch an one, 
who had the reputation of a Wiſe and Diſcreet Man ? He is lately 
turrwd Chriſtian, (Again) Theſe People, by an extreme blind- 
neſs of hatred, ſpeak 70 the advantage of -the name Chriſtian » 
when they ſtrive to render it Odious, For, ſay they, How plea- 
fant, and of what a good humour, was that Woman? How Vere. 
ble and jovial was that Man? *T is pity they ſhould be Chriſtians. 
So they impute the amendment of their lives, to the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, Some of them ao urchaſe the averſion they carry 
againſt the name Chriſtian, w il we bear, with the price of what 
z moſt precious to them ; rather deſiring to loſe the ſweetneſs of 
life, tranquillity of mind, and all ſorts of Commodities, than to 

ee in their Houſes, that which they hate. A Man who hereto- 
fore had his mind full of Jealoulie, can no longer endure the com- 
pany of his Wife, what aſſurance ſoever he has of her Chaſtity, af- 
ter once he perceives her to be tury'd Chriſtian ; and parts from 
her now, when her ations full of Modeſty have extinguiſh'd all 
ſaſpicions, wherewith he was heretofore mov'd. A Father, who 
of a long time endur'd the diſobedience of his Heatheniſh Son, re- 
Fs to take from him the hope of ſucceeding him in his Inhert- 
rzance, for turning Chriſtian, whez at the ſame time, executing 
his Commands without murmuring. A Maſter that uſed his Slave 
gently, when his Carriage gave him ſome cauſe of diſtruſt, now 
puts him far from him, fer being a Chriſtian, when he hath moſt 
aſſurance of his Fidelity. *Tis committing a Crime to corrett the 
diſorders of a Mans Life, by the motions of a Holy Converſion to 
the Chriſtian Faith ; and the good which is produc'd by ſo happy 
4 Change, works not ſo powerfully in the minds of Men, as z he 
hatred they have conceived againſt us. Inteed this hatred is 
{rrange, and when I conſider, that th: name of Chriſtian o*1y, 
makes it to be ſo, I would willinzly know ; how a name can be Cri- 
minal, aud how a ſimple word can he Accuſed ? Thus was Chri 
ſtianity wholly /»famow amongſt the Heathens, mg 
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and deteſted by all, and where Lzes were in credit, Calumnies 
and Slanders confirm'd and back'd by Authority , there was 
no other Crime but Truth. And *twas theſe Calumnies, theſe 
falſe Accuſations invented to cry down the Chriſtian Religion, 
oblig'd Tertullian to write his Apology , wherein he declar'd 
to the World,that Chrs/tianity was nothing like that, which the 
Heathens imagin'd it to be : That Idolatry, Superſtztion, Im- 
piety, Cruelty, Treachery, Conſþiracies, 8C. was none of their 
Dofrin : but Condemn'd and Deteſted by them ; that theſe 
Crimes were only the malicious inventions of the Heatheniſh 
Prieſts, who finding themſelves unable to withſtand the force 
of Chriſtianity, had no other way to preſerve themſelves in 
repute, and the People in their Error, than by forming an 
ugly, odious and moſt horrid Y:i/or, a damnable Scheme of 
Religion; then holding this forth to the World, and crying 
out ; This tis the Religion of the Chriſtians, theſe are their Prin« 
ciples ; Behold their Ignorance, their Stupidity, their Prophane- 
neſs ; Behold their Inſolence, their Villanies, a People unſuffera- 
ble in a Common-wealth, Enemies to their Country and their 
Prince, and thus Repreſenting it as Moxſtroxs as they pleas'd, 
they brought an »d/umz upon as many as own'd that zame, and 
Condemn'd them for Fol/zes and Crimes, that were no where, 
but in their own Imagination. And *twas not only in Tertul- 
liars time , that Chriſtianity laid under this ſcandal; but 
alſo in after Ages: And therefore, as for the vindication of 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion, he was forc'd to Apologize for his 
time, ſo did after him St. Cypriaz, Arnobius, and many other 
Eccleſiaſtical Writers ; nay, and under Chriſtian Emperors, 
the Calumnies of the Heathens yet being urg'd with much vi- | 
gour and confidence, Orofivs was oblig'd to write his Hiſtory, 

and St. Auguſtin his City of God, in defence of the Faith and 
Do#riazof Chriſt. And now, when by the Propagation of 
Chriſtianity, and the laborious endeavours of her Profeſſors, 
Heatheniſm was pretty well extin&; yet was not the Mouth 
of Malice ftop'd ; the lame Ca/umnies, which had been inven- 
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ted by the Infidels, being taken up by evil Chriſftizys. Noone 
going out from the Commananion of the Church of Chriſt, but 
what did, by reviving o/d Scandals, and the addition of freſh 
ones, egdeavour to make her :z»famomns ; and blackex her with 
ſuch Crimes, as could be thought moſt convenient for ren« 
dring her Odiozs toall. It being look'd on, by as many as 
ever went out of her, the belt means to juſtifie their Separati- 
on, and to gain to themſelves the credit of Orthodox Chriſti- 
ans ; to paint her out in all the Antichriſtian Colours, and re- 
preſent her as Helliſh, as wickedneſs could make her. ?Tis 
ſtrange how much ſhe ſufter'd in this Point from the Marnz- 
chees, and from the Doxatiſts, and how much pains it coſt 
Saint Aguſtin, to prove their Accuſations to be meer Calum- 
nies, principally intended to raiſe prejudices in the minds of 


- the People againſt her; that ſo being convinc'd by theſe Hel- 


liſh Artifices, of her teaching #»ſouzd and prophane Dodtrin, 
wicked Principles, and humane Inventions inſtead of Fazth ; 
might never think of going to her, to learn the Truth; nor 
even ſo much as ſuſpect her to be the Chnrch of Chriſt. This, 
St. Auguſtin complains, was the chief cauſe of his continu- 
ing in the Errour of the Manichees io long ; and that he im- 
pugn'd with ſo much violence this Church. And therefore, 
after he was come to the knowledg of the Truth, he diſco- 
ver'd this to the World for the undeceiving others, who were 
caught in the ſame ſnare, making it part of his Confeſſions, 
( Confeſſ. 1. 6. 6. 3. p.1.) When T1 came to diſcover, ſays he, 
that I mingled joy and bluſhes, and was aſham'd, that I had 
now for ſo many years been barking and railing , not againſt the . 


Catholick Faith, bat only againſt the fictions of my carnal concetts,* 


For ſo temerarious and impious was I, that, thoſe things, which 
T ought firſt to have learned from them by enquiry, T firſt charg'd 
upon them by Accuſations ; readier to impoſe falſhoods, than to 
be informd of the Truth. And thus I ſo blindly accuſed 
thy Catholick Church ; now ſufficiently clear'd to me, that 
ſhe taught not the Opinions, 1 ſo vehemently perſecuted, _ 
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this he did, deluded and deceiv'd by the Manichees, And 


now ſince *tis certain, that this has not been the caſe of 
Saint Auguſtin alone, but of as many almoſt, as have given 
ear to the Leſertors of this Church; nay, 1s at this day the caſe 
of infinite Numbers, who following that Great Father, when 
as yet in his Errors ; do not enquire,how this thing is believ'd or 
underſtood by her ; but inſultingly oppoſe all, as if ſo underſtood, 


& they imagin; not making any difference betwixt that , which. 


the Catholictk Church teaches, and what they think ſhe teaches ; 
and ſo believing her to be guilty of as many Abſurdities, Fol- 
lies, Impieties, &C. as the Heathexs did of Old : "Tis evident 
there's as much need now of Apologtes, as ever there was in 
Tertulliars or Saint. Auguſtin's time: Not Apologies to vin- 
dicate what 15 really her Fazth and Do@rin ; but rather to 
clear her from ſuch Superſtitions, Prophaneneſs, and Wicked 
Principles , as are malicroufly or ignorantly charg'd upon her. 
And tho? the number of Calumnies, the inlincerity of Ad- 
verſaries, the obſtinacy of a bias'd Education render a Per- 
formance in this kind, a juſt Task for a Tertulliar*s or 


St. Augn/tin's hand ; yet becauſe I find no ſuch eminent Pen 


engaged in this deſign at preſent ; and the ſhewing the zr«e 
Religion 1n its own Colgurs, ſeems a Duty incumbent on every 
one, that's a lover of Truth; I'le endeavour to pull off the 
Vizoy from ſuffering Chriſtianity, and Apologize for the Ca- 
tholick Faith; that Faith I mean, maintained by thoſe Primz- 
tive Fathers, with ſo much Vigour and Zeal ; which being 
firſt planted in the Head Czty of the World by St. Peter, 
hath been propagated throughout the Univerſe, and de- 
rived down tous by many Chriſtian Nations, in Communion 
with that See ; under the Protection of the Holy Ghoſt,and the 
charge of 4 Chief Paſtor, which beginning in that great 
Apoſtle, has continued in a Viſible Succeſſion to theſe our days. 
This Faith it 1s, for which at preſent I deiiga to make an 
Apology, which having been in all ages violently oppos'd, 
does at this time moſt wrongfully ſufter, under Calumnies and 


fall 
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falſe Imputations, Te endeavour therefore to ſeparate theſe 
Calumnies and Scandals, from what is really the Faith and 
Dot#trin of that Church ; Ple take off the Black and Dirt, 
which has been thrown on her ; and ſetting her forth in her 
genuinecomplexion, let the World ſee, how much fairer ſhe 
is, than ſhe's painted; and how much ſhe's u»like that Mon- 
fer, which 1s ſhewn for her. And becauſe the Members of 
this Church, are commonly known by the name of Papifts ; 
I think I cannot take a more ſincere, open, and compendious 
way, In order to the compleating this deſign, than by draw- 
ing forth a double Charadtey of a Papiſt : The oze expreſſing a 
Papiſt in thole very colours as he is painted in the imagination 
of the Yulgar, Foul, Black and Antichriſtian ; with the chief 
Articles of his imagined Belief, and reputed Principles of his 
Profeſſion. The other repreſenting a Papi/t, whole Faithand 
exerciſe of his Religion, is according ro the Direttion and 
Command of his Church. That ſo, theſe two being thus ſer 
together, their 4ifferexce and diſproport:zon may be clearly 
Saeed, and a diſcovery made, how anlike Calumny is trom 
Truth ; and how different a Papiſt really is, from what he's 
ſaid to be. The former CharaQter is of a Papiſt Miſrepre- 
ſented ; the other of a Papiſt Repreſented. The tormer 1s a 
Papiſt lo deform'd and monſtrous, that it juſtly deſerves the 
hatred of as many as own Chriſtianity ; *tis a-Papiff, that has 
diſturb'd this Nation now above an hundred years with fears 
and jealouſies ; threatning it continually with Fire and Maſ- 
ſfacres, and whoſe whole deſign has been, to rob the Sove- 
xeign of his Crown, and the Subject of his Liberty and Pro- 
perty. *Tis a Papiſt, that is ſo abominable, ſo malicious, ſo 
unſufferable in any Civil Government, that, for my part, I 
deteſt him from my heart ; I conceiv'd an hatred againſt him 
and all his, from my Education,when as yet a Proteſtant ; and 
now, being a Roman Catholick, I am: not 1n the leaſt recon- 
cil'd to him, nor his Principles ; but hate him yet worſe. I 
am ſofar from thinking the Laws too ſevere againſt ſuch Popiſh 


Recu- 
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Recuſants, that I could wiſh a far greater ſeverity were exe- 


cuted againſt them, their Favourers, and all ſuch as make - 


men ſo ſottiſhly Religious. And it tobe a Proteſtant, nothing 
more be requiſite, than to prozeft againſt ſuch Popery, to hate 
and deteſt it; I think my ſelf, and all Roman Catholicks, as 
good Proteſtants, as any whatſoever throughout his Majeſty's 
Dominions. And Idare engage, that not only as many Ro- 
man Catholicks, as under the name of Papifts, have ſeverely 
{inarted in this Nation, for being the Proteilors of ſuch kind 
of” Popery, but alſo. that all Roman Catholick Nations in the 
World ſhall ſubſcribe to the condemnation of all /ach Po- 
piſh Principles and DoQrins, ſhall join with all good Pro- 
reftants for the extinguiſhing it, with all that Profeſs or Pra- 
Ctice it, and utter rooting it out from his Majeſties three King- 
doms and the whole Univerſe. The other Paps/t is one, that 
lives and believes according to what is preſcrib'd in the Coux- 
cil of Trent, in Catechiſms {et forth by Catholicks, and other 
Spiritual Books, for the Direction and. Inſtruction of all in 
their Communion ; whoſe Faith and Do@rin I have here ſet 
down, with ſome Grounds and Reaſons of it, and will ſo 
leave it to Apologize for it ſelf. In drawing out the Chara- 
Cter of the former, I have quoted no Authors ; but have de- 
{crib'd him exactly according to the ApprehenſiowT had of a 
Papiſt, fram*d by me when was a Proteſtant ; with the ad- 
dition only of ſome few points, which have been violently 
charg*d againſt me, by ſome intimate Friends of late, to 
ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of my choice, after the quitting 


that Communion. The latter is wholly copied out from the | 


Papiſt, that I am now; being the Sum of what I was 
taught, when reconciPd tothe Church of Rome, and which 
after ſixteen years converſation with men of that Commu- 
nion, in hearing their Sermons , in being preſent at their 
Catechiſing, in reading their Books and diſcourling with 
them, I have found to be their Do&#riy. I have done both, I 
hope with Sincerity and Truth and without Paſſion. For as 
wy 
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my endeavours have been, that my Zelzgzo» ſhould loſe no- 
thing by Lzes, ſo neither doT deſire it ſhould gain by them. 
And did I but know of any thing in the following Papers, 
that has any relation to that u-chriſtian Artifice, I would ſtrike 
it out immediately. And do here oblige my ſelf, upon infor- 
mation, either from Friend or Adverſary, to acknowledge 
the miſtake, as it ſhall be made appear, and make a pub- 
lick recantation. But it is time, we ſhould ſee what theſe 


Papiſts are. 


LIMI 


af " 


PAPIST 


Mul[-repzeſented 


AND 


Repzeſented, 


1. Of Praying to Images. 


Papi Miſ-repre- 
ſented, Worſhips 
Stocks and Stones 
for Gods. He takes 
no notice of the Second 
Commandment, but 1et- 
ting up Pifures, and 
Images of Chriſt , the 
Virgin Mary, and other 


Papsſt Repreſented,be- 

lieves it damnable, 

| to Worſhip Stocks 
or Stones for Gods, to Pray to 
Piftures or Images of Chriſt, 
the Virgsx Mary, or any other 
Saints; as alſo, to put any 
Truſt or Confidence 1n them. 
He keeps them by him 1n- 
deed, to-preſerve in his mind 
the memory of the things Re- 
preſented by them ; as Peo- 

B 


ple 
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his Saints, he Prays to 
them , and puts his 
truſt and confidence 
in them, much like as 
the Heathens did in 
their Wooden Gods, 
Tupiter, Mars, Venus, 6&C. 
And for this reaſon, 
he erects ſtately Mo- 
numents:- to them- mn 


his Churches, adorns. 
them ſumptuouily , 


burns Candles, offers 


Incenſe, and frequent- 


ly falls down pro- 
{ſtrate before them, 


and with his eyes fix'd- 


on them, cries our, 
Help me Mary, a//iſt 
me Antony, remember 
me Ignatius. | 


inform the mind by oe glaxce, 


ple arc wont to preſerve the 
memory of their deceaſed 
Friends by keeping their Pt- 
cture. He is taught to ule 
them, by caſting his.eye upon 
the P:Zures or Imazes, and 
thence to raile his heart tothe 
Prototypes, and there to em- 
ploy 1t 1a Meditation, Love, 
Thankſgiving, Imitation, &*c. 
as the Object requires : As 
many good Chriſtians, placing 
a Death's-head before them, 
from the ſight of it, take oc- 


caſion to reflect often upon 


their laſt end,in order to their 
better preparing for it; or 
by ſeeins Old 1 ime Painted 
with this Fore-lock, Four-glaf 
and $34, turn their thoughts 


. upon the {wiftneſs of 7 me, 


and that whoſoever neglects 
the preſet, is in danger of be- 
ginhinsg then to lay hold, when 
there's no more to come. 
Theſe PifFures or Images ha- 


ving this advantage,that they | 


of what in-reading requires 


a Chapter, and ſometimes a Volam:. There being no other 
difference between them, than-that. Reading repreſents /ez- 


furely and by degrees ; and a Precture, all at once. 


Hence he 


tinds a convenience in ſaying his Prayers with ſome devoyt 


Pittres before him ; he being no fooner diſtracted,” bue-the 


ſizhr of theſe , recals his "wandring thoughts to the. x 


ObjeQ;; and as certainly brings ſomething 


rght 
good es 
mind, 
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mind, as an /mmode# Pitfure diſturbs his heart with naughtt- 
neſs. And becauſe he is ſenſible, that theſe holy P:itares 
and Images repreſent and bring to his mind ſuch Obje&ts, 
which in his heart he loves, honours, and venerates ; he- 
cannot but upon that account, love, honour and reſpect the 
Images themſelves. '. As wholoever loves their Hushand, Child, 
or Friezd, cannot but have ſome love and reſpect tor their 
Pitures, and whoſoever loves and honours his Xzzg, will 
have ſome honour and elteem for his Image: Not that: he 
venerates any {mage or Pitture for any Vertue ox Divinity 
believ*d to be in them, or for any thing that is to be petition'd: 
of them; but becaute the honour that is exhibited to them, is 
referr'd to the Prototypes which they repreſent. So that *ris not 
properly the I»zages he honours, but Chri# and his Sarxtsby rhe 
Images : as It 15 not properly the Images or Pidures of ,Kingsor 
Dukes we generally reſpect or injure ; but by their [»zages or 
Pidures we reſpect or injure Kings or Dukes themſelves. All 
the veneration therefore he. expreſſes before Inages, whe- 


| therby kneeling,praying,lifting up the Eyes,burning Candles, 


Incenſe, &c. *cis not at all done for the Image, but is wholly rex 
ferr*d to the things repreſented, which he iatends ta honour by 
theſe actions, And how, by ſo 4ozng, he breaks the Second 
Commandment , he cannot conceive ; for he acknowledges 
only oe God , and to him alone gives ſovereign. Honour ; 
and is ſo far from honouring Images. as Gods, that . for any 
ones ſatisfaction, he is ready to break or tear a.Crucifix,. or 


| Other Image whatſoever, into a thouſand pieces and caft them 
| into the fire. 


And what reſpect he ſkkews them, ſeems to 
him no more injurious to any of the Commundments, than cis 
for a Chriſtian to love and honour our Vezizhbour, becauſe he 
bears the Image of God in his Soul; to kifs and eſteem the 
Bible, becauſe it contains and repreſents to him God's Word ; 


| or to love-a-good Preacher, becaule he nzinds him of his Duty ; 


all which ze/þeds do not atall derogate from God Almighties 
Honour ;* but are rather Teſtimonies of our greater Love 
S.:1 B. 2 and 


(4) 


and Honour of him, ſince, for his ſake, we love and eſteem 
every thing, that has any reſpeCt or relation to him. 


2. Of Worſhipping S aints. 


E makes Gods 

of Dead men, 

{uch as are departed 
| Hence, and now are 
no more able to hear 
or ſee or underſtand his 
neceſlities. And tho' 
God be ſo good, as to 
invite all to come 
unto him, and to 
apply themſelves to 
their only and infi- 
nite Mediator , 7eſus 
 Chrift : yet ſo ſtupid 
1s he, that neglecting, 
and, as it were, pal- 
ſing by both God and 
his only Son, and all 
therr Mercies,. he be- 
takes himſelf to his 
Saints,and there pour- 


E believes, there's: 
H only . oze God, and: 
that *cis a molt: 
damnable Idolatry to: make. 
Gods of men, either /:vz»g or, 
dead. His Church teaches him: 
indeed, and he believes, that. 
it is good and profitable to de- 
ſire the hs of the-Saints. 
reigning with Chriit: in- Hea- 
ver ; but that they are either 


Gods, or his Redeemers, he is | 


no where taught; but de- 
teſts all ſuch Doctrine. He 
confeſſes, that. we are all re- 
deemyd-by the Blood of Chrih 
alone, and that he is our oly 
Mediator of Redemption : but 
as for Mediators of Interceſſion,, 
(that is, ſuch as we may de- 
ſire lawfully, to pray for as) 
he does not doubt, but cis 
acceptable to God, we ſhould 
have many. Moſes was ſurh 
« Mediator for the Iſraelites ; 
Job for his three friends ; 


Stephen for his Perſecutors 


The 
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ing forth his Prayers, 
he confides in them as 
his Mediators and Re- 
deemers, and expects 
no Bleſling, but what 
1s to come to him by 
their Merits , 


and thus, : without 
ſcruple- or remorſe, 
robs God of his ho- 
nour. 


and 
through their hands. : 


The Romans 
were thus de- C Rom: 
ſfird by St. Ep adSor 
Paul to be his Eph. 
Mediators ; 10 


were the Corinthians, ſo the: 
Epheſians, fo almoſt every ſick. 
man delires the Congrezation 
to be his Med-atoy ; that is, 
to be remember*d in their 
Prayers. And ſo hedeſires 
the Bleſſed in Heaven to. be 
his Mediators; that is, that 
they would Pray to God for 
him.. And in this, he does 


not at all negleCt coming to 
God, or-rob him of his honour ; but direCting all his Prayers 
up to him, and making him the ultimate Objett of all his Pe- 
titions, he only deſires ſometimes the Ju# on Earth, ſome- 


| times thoſe i» Heaver, tojoin their Prayers to his, that ſo.the 


number. of Pet:itiozers-being encreas'd, the Petition may find 
better. acceptance in the ſight of God. And this is not to- 
make them Gods, but only Pezitioners to God ; *tis not to: 
make them his &Xedezemers, but only Tzterceſſors to his Re-- 
deemer ; he having no _— of obtaining any thing, but of 
God alone, by and through the Merits of Chriſt; ' for which. 
he deſires the Saizts in Heaven, and good men on Earth, to- 
offer up their Prayers with his ; the Prayers of the Juſt avail- 
ing much before God. But now, how the Saints in Heaven 
know the Prayers and Neceſlities of ſuch , who addreſs them-- 
ſelves.to them, whether by the Miniſtry of Angels, orinthe 
Viſion of God, or by ſome particular Revelation, *tis no part: 
of his Fazth, nor is it much his concern it ſhould be: deter-- 
min'd. For his part he does not doubt, but that God, who. 
acquainted the. Prophers, with the knowledgeol things, , that: 

Were. 


(6s) 
were yet to come many hundred years after ; that inform'd 
Elijah of the King of Syria's Counſel, tho* private, reſoly'd 
on in his Bed-chamber, and ata diſtance; (2 Kzngs 6. 12.) 
can never want means of letting the Saizts know the deſires 
of thoſe who beg their 77erceſ/ion here on Earth : Eſpecially 
ſince our Saviour tells us, that Abraham heard the Petitions 
of Dives, who was yet at a geater diſtance, even in Hell : 
and told him likewiſe the manner of his living, while as yet 
on Earth. Nay, fince *tis generally allow*d, that even the 
very Devils hear thoſe deſperate wretches, whocall on them : 
why ſhould he doubt, that Sairrs want this Priviledge, in 
ſome manner granted to ſinful men, and to wicked ſpirits ; 
who, tho? departed this life, are not ſo properly dead, as tran- 
ſlated from a mortal life, to an immortal one; where, enjoy- 
ing God Almighty, they loſe no PerfeCtions which they en- 
joy'd, while on Earth ; but poſleſs all ina more eminent 
manner, having mere Charity, more Love, and being more 
acceptable to God than ever ; becoming like Angels ; and as |. 
theſe offered up their Prayers for Jeruſalem and the Cities of | 
Fudah, (Zach. 1. 12.) So undoubtedly they likewiſe fall down 
before the Lamb, having every one of them Harps and polden 
Vials full of Odours, which are the Prayers of the Saints, 
Apoc. 5.8. 


* ye ind Ko. os 
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3. Of Addreſſing more Supplications to the Virgin | 
Mary than to Christ. | 
E, believes the H vero it damna- | ] 
'T 1 e to think the Yey- | 
Virgin Mary to gin Mayy more =. 
R. 


be much more PoWEr- ,gyerful in Heaven that 


fal in Heaven than - Chriſt: Or that ſhe can in 
any 


! 


canCommand him to do 
what ſhe thinks good: 
And for this reaſon 
he honours her much 
more than he does her 
t | Son, or God the Fa- 
- | ther ; for one Prayer 
n | he ſays to God, ſay- 
3 | ing ten to the Holy 
Virgin. 


*» O I UN) wp pow was 


Chriſt, and that ſhe 


I 


principally to-God ; being offer 
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- any thing Command him. He 


honours her indeed, as one 
that was choſen to be Mother 
of God, and bleſſed among ſt 


all Women : And believes her 


to be moſt acceptable to God, 
in her interceſſion for us : But 
owning her {till as a Creature, 
and that all ſhe has of Excel- 
leacy or Bliſs, is the Gift of 
God, proceeding from his 
meer Goodneſs. Neither does 
he at any time ſay even ſo 
much as one Prayer to her, 
but what is direCted more 


ed up as a Thankful Memorial 


of Chriſt's Incarnation, and an acknowledgment of the Ble/- 
fedneſs of Jeſus the Fruit of her Womb. And this without 
| imagining that there's any more diſhonouring of God in his 

reciting the Angelical Salutation ; than 1n the firſt pronouncing 
' it by the Angel Gabriel and Elizabeth : Or that his frequent 
Repetition of 1t is any more an idle Superſtition, than it was 
in' David to repeat the ſame words over twenty ſix times in 


the one hundred and thirty ſixth Pſalm. 


——_— —_— __— 


na- | K believes a 


Ir- kind of Divi- 
wo 'nity. to remain in the 


:n (Relicks of his reputed 
ny 


g= 4- Of Paying Divine Worſhsp to Relicks. 


E believes it damna- 
ble to think there's 
any Divinity 1o the 


Relicks of Saints, or to Adore 
them with Divine Honour , 
or 


Saints, and therefore or to Pray to their rotten 


> Bones, old Rags or Shrines 
Adores their rotten or that they can work any 


Bones, their COIr upt- ſtrange Cures or Miracles, by 
ed Fleſh, their old any hidden Power of their 


Raes, with Divine Ho. own. But he believes it good 


, : and lawful to keep them with 
nour ; kneeling down a Veneration, and give them 


to them, kiſſing them, a Religious honour and reſpett. 
and going in Pilgri- And this he thinks due to 
mage to their Shrines them, inaſmuch as knowing 


himſelf oblig'd to reſpe& and 
and Sepulchres. And honour God Almighty from 


he 1s 1o far poſleſs'd his heart; he looks upon 
with a conceited Dei- himſelf alſo oblig'd to reſpe&t 
ty lying hid in thoſe and honour every thing that 


. has any particular Re/ation to 
ſe nſe leſs Remains , that him : But this with an -fers- 


he fooliſhly believes, our honour ; as the Jews did 
they work greater tothe Ark, to the Tables 0 
Miracles, and raiſe fb<Law, to Moſes's Rod, to 


| . the Temple, to the Prieſts : 
more to life than ever So we generally allow to the 


Chriſt himſelf did. Bible,becauſe it contains God's 
Word ; to the Church, becauſ 
it is God's Houſe ; to Holy Men and Prieſts, becauſe they ar 
God's Servants. And ſo he does to Relicks, becauſe they a 
pertain to God's Favourites; and , being inſenſible things 
are yet very ſenſible Pledges and lively Memorials of Chriſt 
Servants, cead indeed to us, but alive with him in Glory 
And more eſpecially, becauſe God himſelf has been pleas'd tq 
honour them , by making them Inſfruments of many eviden 
Miracles, he has viſibly work'd by them ; as is manifeſt u 
undeniable Record. And this, he believes, as caſte for Go 


/ Almighty now, and as much redounding to the honour 
\ his 


6 


UM 


(9) 
'his Holy Name, as it was in the 0/4 Law to work ſuch mira- 
culous effects by Moſess Rod, by Gedeon's Trumpets, by Eliai's 
Mantle, after he was taken up into Heaven, (2 Kznes 2:14.) 
Elifeus's Bones, (2 Kjngs 13.21.) and infinite other ſuch 
like 77ſerſible Things : and allo in the New Law, by the Hem 
.of his own Garment, ( Marx. 9. 21.) by the Shadow of St. Pe- 
ter, (As 5.15.) by the Napkins and Handkerchiefs, that 
had but touched the Body of St. Paul, caſting out Devils, and 
Curing Diſeaſes, (AF#.19. 12.) and ſuch like. And thus by ha. 
ving a Veneration and Reſpect for theſe, he honours God. And 
does not doubt, but that they that contemnand prophane theſe, 
do the like to God ; as much as they did, who prophan'd the 
Bread of Propoſition, the Temple, and Veſſels that belong'd to it. 


5. Of the Eucharist. 


| E, believes it law- 
8. &L ful to commit 
Idolatry, and makes 
it his daily practite, 
to Worſhip and Adore 
a Breaden God ; giving 
Divine Honour to 
thoſe poor, empty E- 
lements of Bread and 
Wine. Of theſe -he 
asketh pardon for his 
Sins ; of theſe he de- 


E believes it unlawful 

to commit Idolatry ; 

and moſt damnable to Wor- 
ſhip or Adore any Breades 
Goa, or to give Divine Honour 
toany Elements of Bread and 
Wine. He Worſhips only 
one God, who made Heaven 
and Earth, and his only Son 
Feſus Chrift our Redeemer ; 
who, being in all things equal 
to his Father, m Truth and 
Omnipotency , he believes, 
made his words good , pro- 
nounc'd at his laſt. Supper 3 
really giving his Body and 
C Blood 
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fires Grace and Salva- 
tion ; -theſe he ac- 
knowledges to have 
been his Redeemer 
and Saviour,and hopes 
for no good, but what 
is to come to him by 


means of thele hau/hold 


Gods. And then for his 
Apology he alledges 
ſuch groſs contrad1- 
cions, ſo-contrary to 
ſenſe and reaſon, that 
whoſoever will be a 
Papi, muſt be no 


Man : Fondly belie-. 


ving , that what he 
adores, is no Bread or 
Wine, but Chriſt really 
preſent under thoſe 
appearances; and thus 
makes as many Chriſts, 
as many Redeemers, as 
there are Churches, Al- 
tars or Prieſts. When 
according to God's 1n- 
fallible Word, there 
is but one Chriſt, and 


Blood to his Apoſtles : the 
Subſtance of Bread and Wine, 
being by his powertul Words 
chang'd into his own Body 
and Blood ; the Species only 
or Accidents of the Bread and 
Wine remaining as before. 
The ſame he believes of the 
molt Holy Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, conſecrated now by 
Prieſts; Thar it really con- 
tains the Body of Chriſt , 
which was deliver'd for'us ; 
and his Blood, which was ſhed 
for the remiſſion of Sins. 
Which being there united 
with the Dzvinity, he con- 
felles Whole Chriſt to be pre - 
ſent. And hi» he adoresand 
acknowledges his Redeemer, 
and not any Bread or Wine. 
And for the believing of this 
Myſtery , he does not at all 
think it meet for any Chri- 
{tian to appeal from Chriſt's 
Words, to lis own Sexſes or 
Reaſon, forthe examining the 
truth of what he has ſaid; 
but rather to ſubmit his ſex/es 
and reaſon to Chriſt's Words 
in the obſequiouſneſs of Faith. 
And that being a Sonof Abra- 
ham, *tis more becoming him 
to believe as Abraham did, 
promptly, with a Faith ſupe- 

Yor, 


| ( 22 } | 
he not on Earth, but 7/o«r to all Sex/e or Reaſon, 


: and whether zheſe could ne- 
at the right hand of ver lead him. With this 


his Father in Heaven. Faith it 1s, he believes, every 
Myſtery of his Religion, the Trinity, Incarnation, &c. With 
this Faith he believes Chriſt to be God, though to Senſes he 
feem'd nothing but Max: With zh/s he believes that what 
deſcended upon our Saviour at his Baptiſm in Jordan, was re- 
ally-the Holy Ghoſt, though Serſes or Reaſox could diſcover it 
to be nothing but a Dove : With this he believes, that the 
Man that Joſhua ſaw ſtanding over againſt him, with his 
Sword drawn, (Joſb.+5. 13.) and the three Men, that Abram 
entertain'd 1n the Plains of Mambre, ( Gen.18.) were really 
and ſubſtantially zo Mer ; and that notwithſtanding all the 
information and evidence of . Sexſe from their Colour, Fea- 
tures, Proportion, Talking, Eating and many others, of their 
being Mer ; yet, without any diſcredit to his Senſes, he reall 

believes they were no ſuch thing, becauſe God's Word has af. 


ſured him of the contrary : And with. :hzs Faith he believes 


Chriſt's Body ad Blood to be really preſent in the Bleſſed Sa- 
crament, though, to all appearance, there's nothing more 
than Bread and Wine: Thus, not at all hearkning to his Sex- 
fes in a matter where God ſpeaks, he unfeignedly confeſles, 
[That he that made the World of nothing by his ſole Word : 
That Cured Diſeaſes by his Word : That raifed the Dead by 
his Word : That expelPd Devils: That commanded the 
Winds and Seas: That multiplied Bread : That changed 
Water into Wine.by his Word, and Sinners into Juſt Men, 
cannot want Power to charge Bread and Wine into his own 
Body and Blood by his ſole Word. And this without danger 
of multiplying his Body, of making as many Chriſts as At- 
tars, or leaving the right-lrand of his Father. But only by 
giving to his Body a ſupernatural manner of Exiſtence ; by 
which, being left without extexſon of parts, and rendred 7x- 
dependent of place, it may be one — the ſame 1n many places 
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at once, and whole in every part of the ſymbols, and not obs 
noxious to any corporeal contingencies.. And this kind of 
Exiſtence is no more than what, in a manner, he beſtows up- 
on every Glorified Body : Than what his own Body had, when 
born withour the leaſt violation of his Mothers Virginal In- 
tegrity : When he aroſe from the Dead,out of the Sepulchre, 
without removing the Stone.: When he entred among his 
Diſciples, the Doors being ſhut. And though he cannot 
underitand how this- is done, yet he undoubtedly believes 


that God 1s able todo, more than he is able to underſtand. 


l—————— 


— 


6. Of Merits and Good Works. 


| believesChriſts 
Death and Paſli- 
on to be ineffectual, 


and inſignificant, and 


that he has no depen- 
dance upon the Me- 
rits of his Sufferings, 
or the Mercy of God 
for the obtaining Sal- 
vation ; bat that he 1s 
to beſaved by his own 
Merits, and Good 


* Works. And; for this 


reaſon, he 1s very zea- 
louſly buſie in Fa- 


E believes it damnable 
8 Þ to ſay that Chriſt's 
Death and Paſſion 15 ineffe- 


tual and inſignificant : And 


that *tis the Dotrine of De-+ 
vils to believe, that he has 
no dependance for his Salva- 
tioa upon the Merits of 


Chriſt's Sufferings. or the 
Mercy of God ; but only up-- 


on his own Merits and Good 


Works. *Tis his Faith to .be- 
lieve, that of our felves we* 


are not ſufficient, ſo much 


as to think a good thought, . 
that the Grace by which we 


are juſtified, is given us pure- 
ly gratz upon the account of 
Chriſt's Merits ; moreover, 

that: 


W9 w- 


rw nl 


(13) 


fring, in Whipping 
himſelf, in Watching, 
in going in Proceſlion, 
in wearing . Hair- 
ſhirts, and uſing a 
thouſand ſuch like 
Mortifications ; and 
having done this , he 
thinks himſelf not at 
all beholden to: God 
for his Salvation, and 
that to give hun Hea- 
ven, will be no Fa- 
vour : It being now 
his due, upon the ac- 
count of his ewn Me- 
ritorious Atchieve- 
ments , without any 
God-a-mercy to Chriſt 
bis Paſſion, or his Ma- 
kers Goodneſs. 


that no Man, how juſt ſoever, 
can Merit any thing either in 
this life or in that to come, 
independant on the Merits. 

and Padſion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Nevertheleſs, that through. 
the Merits of Chriſt, the Good 
Works of a Juſt Man procee- 
ding from -Grace, are ſo ac-- 
ceptable troGod, that through: 
his Goodweſs and Promiſe,they 
are truly Meritorious of Eter- 
na} Lite. And this he has 
tearn®d- from the! Apoſtle, 
(2 Tim. 4.8:) where he is 
taught, that there is a Crown 
of Juſtice, which our Lord, 
a juſt Judg, will render at 
the laſt day; not only-to Saint 
Paxl,,. but alſo to-all thoſe, 
that ſhalt have fought a good 
fight, and conſummated their 
courſe, kept the Faith 'and 
lov*d his coming. Knowing 
therefore thar at the day of 
Judgment, he is to receive 
according to his Works: He 


endeavours by good Works to make his-Pocation and Elettion 
ſure. ' And im following this counſel, he thinks he no more 
offends againſt the fulnefs of the Merits of Chriſt's, or God's: 
Mercy,. than the. Apoſtle.does in giving it.. 


7. Of 
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| HE believes it part 

. 4 of his Religion 
'to make «Gods -of 
Men: fooliſhly think. 
ing that theſe have 
power to forgive ins. 
And -therefore as of- 
ten as he finds his 
Conſcience -opprefs'd 
with the guilt of his 
Offences; he calls for 
one of his Prieſts, who 
are commonly more 
wicked than himſelf, 
and falling down at 
His feet, he unfolds to 
him the whole ſtate 
of his ſoul ;.and ha- 
vVIng run.over a Cata- 
logue of his ſins, 'he 
asks of him pardon 
and forgaveneſs. And 
what 1s mbſt abſurd 


F ". Of (onfeſſion. .. 


TE believes it damnable 

| in any Religion to 
make Gods of Men. Howe- 
ver he firmly holds that ; 
when Chriſt ſpeaking to his 
Apoſtles, ſaid, (Joh.20.21.) 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe ſins you ſhall forgtve, 
they are forgiven, and whoſe 
ſins you ſhall retain they are re- 
tained : He gave to them, and 
their Succeſlors, the Biſhops 
and Prieſts of the Catholick 
Church, Authority to Ab- 
ſolve any truly Penitent Sin- 
ner from his ſins. And God ha- 
ving thus giver them the Mz. 
niſtry of Reconciliation , and 
made them Chriſ”s Lepates, 
{ 2Cor.5.18,19,20.) Chrifps 
Minifters , and the Diſpenſers 
of the Myſteries of Chriſt, and 
given them power to looſe on 
earth whatſoever was to be loo- 
ſed in heaven, (Matt. 18.18.) 
he undoubtedly believes, that 
whoſoever comes to them 
making a ſincere and humble 
Confeſſion of his ſins, my A 
: rm 
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of all, he is ſo ſillily 


ſtupid as to believe, 


That, if his Ghoſtly 
Father, after he has 
heard all his Villanies 
in his ear, does but 
pronounce three or 
four Latin words, ma- 
king: the ſign of the 
Crofs with two fingers 
and a thumb over his 
head,his ſins are forth- 
with forgiven- him, 
although he had ne- 
ver any thoughts. of 
amendment, or inten: 
tion to ' forſake his 
wickedneſs. 


firm purpoſe of amendment, 
and a hearty Reſolution of 
turning from his evil ways, 
may from them receive Abſo- 
lation ; by. the Authority gt 
ven them from Heaven , and 
not doubt. but God ratifies 
above the ſentence pronoun- 
ced in that Tribunal;/ooſing 77 
heaven whatſoever is thus looſe 


ed by them on earth. And that, 


" whoſoever comes without the 


due Preparation, without a - 
Repentance from the bor: 
tom of. his. heart., and-reat 
intention of forſaking his ſins, 
receives no benefit by the 44- 


ſolution; but addeth ſin to 


ſin, by a high contempt of 
God's Mercy , and abuſe-of: 


this Sacraments. 


TE believes, that 

; 4A his Holy Father 
the Pope, can give him 
leave to commit what 


ſins he pleaſes. Eſpe- 


3: Of Indulgences. 


'T E believes it damnable 

' }. fo hold, that the: Pope, 
or any other Power in Hea- 
ven or Earth, can give him 
leave to commit any fins 
whatſoever: Or, that fot any' 
x ſuns - 
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cially if he can make 


him a preſent of a 
round fum of Mony, 
he never need doubt 
of obtaining an Indul- 
gence or Pardon for him- 
ſelf and his Heirs for 
ever, for all forts of 
Crimes or Waicked- 
neſs, he, or any of his 
Poſterity may have 
convenience of falling 
into. And having this 
Commiſſion 1n his Pock- 
et, under the- Pope's 
Broad-Seal, he may be 
confident that Chriſt 
will confirm and 
ſtand to all, that his 
Eicar upon. Earth has 
granted, and not call 
him to any account 
for any thing he has 
done, although he 
ſhould chance to die 
without the Ieaſt re- 
morſe of Conſcience 
or Repentance for his 
ſins. 


grees of demerit. 


ſum of Mony he can obtaid 
any Indulgence or Paraos tor 
ſins that are to be commirted 
by him, or his Heirs, hereaf- 
ter. He firmly believes that 
no ſins can be forgiven,but by 
a true and hearty Repentance : 
But that ſtill, there 1s a Power 
in the Church of granting In- 
aulgences, which: concern not 
at all the remiſronof ſins either 
Mortal or Veaial; but only 
of ſome Temporal Puniſh- 
ments remaining due after 
the Guz/t 1s remitted. So that 
they are nothing elſe, but a 
Mitigation or Relaxation upon 
juſt cauſes, of Canonical Pe- 
nances which are, or may be 
tnjoyn'd by the Paftors of the 
Church, on Penirent ({inners, 
according to their ſeveral de- 
And this 
he 1s taught to be grounded, 
on the judiciary Power, lefr 
by Chrift in his Church ; of 
binding and looſing : whereby 
Authority was given to erect 
a Court of Conſcience, to align 
Penalties or releaſe them, as 
circumſtances ſhould require. 
And this Authority he knows 
Saint . Paul plainly own'd ; 
( 2 Cor. 2.6. ) where he de- 
creed a Penance ; ſufficient 


( ſays 
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(lays he) to ſuch a man, is this puniſhment : And, ( 2-Cor.2. 
10.) where he releaſed one ; For your ſake ( ſpeaking of the 
Penance 1njoyn'd the Inceſtuous Corinthian) 1 forgave it , tr 
the perſon of Chriſt. And what Mony 1s given at any; time on” 
this account, concerns not at all the Pope's Cofters, but is by 
every one given as they pleaſe, either to the Poor, to the Sick, 
to Priſoners, &c. whereloever they judg it moſt Charity. And 
though he acknowledges many abuſes have been committed 
in Granting and Garning Indubgences, through the default of 
lome particular Perſons; yet he cannot imagine how theſe 
can be in Juſtice charg'd upon the Chareh, to the prejudice of 
her Faith and Doctrine ; efpecially ſince ſhe has been fo care- 
ful 1n the retrenching of them : As may be ſeen by what was 
done in the Council of Trent. Dec. de Indulg, Cum poteſt as. 


—_— 


9. Of Satrsfaion. id 357 


his 


FT E believes ve- 
ry injurioutſly 


of Chriſt's Paſſion, be- 


ing perſuaded, that 
Sufferings -and 
Death were not ſuffi- 
ciently ' ſatisfaftory 
for our ſins; but that 


_ it 15 neceſlay for eve- 


ry- one to make Satzs- 


fattion'for themſelves. 


And for this end, af: 


. . D r . 4 


E believes it dam- 
nable, to think any 
. thing-injuriouſly of 
Chriſt's Paſſion; Neyverthez 
leſs he believes, that, though 
Condign Satisfation for the 
Guilt of Sin, and the-Pain 
Erernal.due:to, it, be prpper 


- oaly to Chriſt oun Say 


yet that Penitenrfinnersbezr 


| Redeem'd .by -Chriſt,,” WA 


made - his Members, may, in 


ſame meaſure /atisfje by Pray- 
er, Faſting, Alms, &s. Grhe 


ichþ 
Li BL 


ter he has been at 
Confeſſion, the Prieſt 
injoyns him a Penance; 
by the performance of 
which, he is to ſatisfie 
for his offences ; and 
thus confidently rely- 
ing upon his own Pe- 
nitential Works, he ut- 
terly evacuates Chriſt's 
Paſſon;, and though 
he profeſles himſelf a 
Chriſtian , and that 
Chriſt is his Saviour ; 
yet by his little truſt. 
ing to him, he ſeems 


to think him to be no 


better, than what his 
Cracifz informs him, 
that is, a meer Wooden 
one. 
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der of God's Juſtice ſome- 
times remains due, after the 
Guilt, and the Eternal Pain 
are remitted. So that tru- 
ſting in Chrift as his Redee- 
mer, he yet does not. think. 
that by Chriſt's ſufferings , 
every Chriſtian is diſchargd | 
of his particular ſufferings ; 
but that every one 1s to ſutter 
ſomething for himſelf, as 
Saint Paul did, who by 7ri- 
ba{ations, and in ſuffering in 


| his own fleſh, did accompliſh - 


thoſe things, that wanted. of the 
Paſſions of Chrift ; and this 
not only for himſelf, but for 
the whole Church, ( Colofſ. r. 
24.) and this he finds every- 
where 1n Scripture, viz. Peo- 
ple admoniſh'd of the great- 
neſs of their fins, doing Pe- 
nance in Faſting, Sack-loth 
and Aſhes, arid by voluntary 
auſterities, endeavouring to 
fatisfie the Divine Juſtice, 
And theſe Perſonal Satisfatts- 


- ons God has fufficiently alſo minded him of, in the puniſh- 
merits of Moſes, Aaron, David and infinite others ; and even 
m the Afflictions. ſent by God upon our own Ape,in Plagues, 
Ways, Fires, Perſecutions, Rebelljons ; and ſuch like: Which, 
few are ſo Atheiſtical, but they confeſs, to be ſent from Hea- 
ven for the juſt chaftiſements of our fins ; and which we are 
to undergo, notwithſtanding the Infinite Satisfattion made by 


Chriſt, and without any undervaluing of it. 


Now being . 
thus 


| (19) 
*thus convinc'd of ſome Temporal Puxiſhments being due to his 
ſins, he accepts of all Tribulations, whether in Body, Name 
or Eſtate, from whenceſoever they come, and with others 
of his own chuſing,offers them up to God, for the diſcharging 
this debt, ſtill confeffing, that his Offences deſerve yet more. 
But theſe Penitential Works he is taught to be no otherwiſe 
ſatisfatFory , than as joyned and apply'd to that Satisfadtion, 
- which Jeſus made upon the Croſs ; 1n vertue of which e/oze, 
all our good Works find a grateful acceptance in God's ſight, 


* — 


— 


10. Of Reading the Holy Scripture. - 


T E believes it 
part of his 
Duty to think mean- 
ly of the Word of God, 
'to ſpeak irreverently 
of the Scripture ; to do 
what he is able, to leſ- 
ſen the repute of it, 
and bring it into dil- 
grace. And for this 
end, he ſ1ays it is ob- 
ſeure, fall of ambiguous 
expreflions, plain con- 
traditions, not fit to be 
read by the Va/gar, nor 
to be Tranſlated into 


-generally x all, 
2 


E believes it damna- 
ble in any one to 
think, ſpeak or do 


any thing irreverently tq- 
wards the Scripture; or by 
any means whatſoever to 
bring it 1oto diſrepute or dif- 
race, He holds ir in the 

igheſt Veneration of all Men 
living, he profeſles it to be 
the Dew of Heaven, Oracles 
of God, Fountain of Eternal 
Life; that to prophane it, 
is to incur the guilt of Dam- 
nation : And that we are ra- 
ther bound to loſe our lives , 
than concur. any way to its 
prophanation. *Tis true, he 
does not think it fit,to be read 
witfiout 
Licence, 


Vulgar Languages : 
And without reſpect 
to Chriſt or his Apoſtles, 
prophanely Preaches, 
that no ten Books in 
the World has done 
fo much miſchief to 
Chriſtianity as this 
one: And under a 
vain pretence of pre- 
venting farther in- 
conveniences, endea- 
vours to deprive all 
of this Spiritual com- 
fort, of this Divine 
Food, of this Heaven- 
Iy Light,that ſo being 
kept in darkneſs, they 
may be alſo preſerv'd 
in 7gnorance, and dam: 
ned eternally. 
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Licence, or 1n the Yulgan 
Tongues : Not for any dire- 
ſpect toit; But, 1. Becauſe. 
he. underſtands, that private 
Interpretation. is not proper 
for the Scripture, (2Pet.1.20.) 
2. Becauſe that in the Epi- 
les of Saint Paul are certain 
things hard to be underſtood, 
which the unlearned and unſta- 
ble deprave, as alſo the reſt of 
the Scriptures, to their own 
perattion., ( 2 Pet. 3. 16.) 
3. Becauſe God hath given 
only ſome to be Apoſtles , ſome 
Prophets, other ſome Evange- 
liſts, and other ſome Paſtors 
and Dofors, ( Ephet. 4.11.) 
For theſe Reaſons, he is taught 
that *tis not convenient for 
the Scripture to be read 7ndif- 
ferently by all men , but only 
by ſuch as have expreſs Li- 
cence, and good teſtimony 
from their C#rates ; that they 
are humble, diſcreet and devout 
Perſons ; and ſuch as are w1l- 


ling to obſerve direQtons in the peruſing this Sacred Volume ; 
That. 1s, take notice of all Godly Hiſtories, and imitable. ex- 
amples of Humility , Chaſtity, Obedience, . merey to the 
Poor, &c. and all ſich places as are apt to provoke and ſtir 
up the hatred of Sin, fear of God's Judgments, love of Ver- 
tue, &c. and inall Hard, Obſcure and Diſpurable Points to re- 
fer all to the Arbitrement of the Church, to the judgment of 
tholc, whom. God hath appointed Paſters and Doffors : Never 


preſuming, 
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preſuming to contend, control, teach, or talk of their own Sexſe 
and Phazſie in deep Queſtions of Divinity, and hizh Myſteries 
of Faith ; but expecting the ſenſe of cheſe from the Lips of the: 
Prieſt who ſhall keep knowleds, and from whoſe mouth they ſhall 
require the Lav, ( Mal. 2.7.) And this Caution is uſed, leſt 
that the S:77pture coming into the hands of a preluming fort of 
proud, curious and contentious People, be abuſed and perver- 
ted; who make it their buſineſs to enquire into Dogmatical, 
Myſtical, High and Hidden ſecrets of God's Counſels, into 
Pread:ſtination, Reprobation, Election, Preſtience and other ſich 
incomprehenſible Myſteries , and upon the preſumption oi, I 
know not what Spirit, immediately become Teachers, Control- 
lers and Judges of Doffors, Church, Scriptures and all ; and ac- 
knowledging no Authority left by Chriſt,to which they are to 
ſubmit ; under pretence of Scripture and Gods Word, make 
way for all ſort of Prophanereſs, Irreligion and Atheiſm. So 
that ?ris not for the preſerving Izzoraxce, he allows a reſtraint 
upon the reading the Scrzprures, but for the preventing a blind. 
ignorant Preſumption. And that it may be done to edification, 
and not to deſtruition, and without caiting the holy to dogs, or 
pearls to ſmane.. 


11. Of Apocryphal Books-- 


a Ms hw. Do 


| 'E believes it 
it lawful to 
make what Additions 
to Scripture his Party 
thinks. good 3 and 
therefore takes no no- 


'E believes it dam:- 
| nable to add any 
thing. to the Scrip- 


ture. And yet allows the' 
Books of Toby; Judith, Eccle- 


. fraſticus, Wiſdom,. Macchabees, 


to be- Canonical : becaule the - 
Church of Chriſt has declar'd 
| them 
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tice of the antient Ca- 
non approved by the 
Apoſtles and Primi 
tive Chriſtians; but 
allows equal Authori- 
ty to the Books of T6- 
by, Judith, Ecclefraſticus, 
Wiſdom and the Maccha- 
bees., as to the other 
part of the Scripture ; 
although theſe were 
always rejected by the 
7ews, never extant in 
the Hebrew Copy, and 
expreſly condemn'd 
by Saint Jerome, as not 
Canonical,and never ad- 
,mitted by the Church , 
but only of late years, 
in ſome of their Sy- 
nods, which made 
theſe Innovations con- 
trary to the ſenſe of 
their Anceſtors. 


great DoCtor St. Augu/tine, who declares his mind plainly in 


this caſe, ſaying, That he would not believe the Goſpel, except 
of the Catholick Church moved him thereunto. 


{ Contr. Ep. Fundam, c, 4.) Now he is well ſatisfied, that; 


the Authority 


. Macch.) who lived 1n the 


them ſuch ; not only in theſe 
later Ages; but even in the 
Primitive times. Saint Gre- 
gory Nazianz, acknowledged 
them Canonical. ( Orat. de SS. 


Year 354. Alſo St. Ambroſe, 
( /ib. de Facob. & wit. beat.) 
An. 370. Innocentins 1. ( = 
ad Exnup.) They were allo 
received by the Third Coun- F 
cil of Carthage, Anno 419. | « 
which approv'd all theſe } © 
Books as Canonical, Can. 47. © 
and was ſ{ubſcrib'd by St. Au-f 
'guſtine, and: confirm'd in the} * 
Sixth General Synod. ( Au- 
guſt. lib 2. Dot, Chriſt.cap.8.) 
So that to him *tis of little 
concern, whether they were 
ever in the Hebrew Copy ; the | V< 
Canon of the Churchof Chriſt | * 
being of much more Autho- 
rity with him, than the Ca- 
non of the Jews : He having, 
no other aſſurance that th 
Books of Moſes, and the four 
Goſpels, are the true Word of 
God, but by the Authority 
and Caxox of the Church. And 
this he has learn'd from that 


FOE 
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-many 


Cay - 
many doubted whether theſe Books were Ca#onicel or no; 
and amongſt others, St. Jerome ; becauſe the Church had nor ' 
then declar'd them ſo. But fince the Church's Deelaration, ro 
Catholick ever doubted ; no more than of other Book, viz. of 
the Epiſtle ro the Hebrews, the Epiſtle of St. James, the ſecond 
of St. Peter , the ſecond and third of Sr. John, Sr. Judes Epi- 


fſtle , and the Apocalyps : All which were for many years af- 


ter the Apoſtles time, doubted of ; but afterwards declar'd 
and receiv'd as Canonical, This he finds St. Jerome expreſl 

confeſſing of himſelf, viz. That for ſome time the Book of Ju- 
dith ſeemed to him. Apocryphal ; to wit, *till the Council of Nice 
declar*d it otherwiſe. (Pref. i» Judith.) The like heaffirms 
of St. Jame's Epiſtle ; that it was doubted of by many, for ſe- 
veral years ; but Pazlatim tempore procedente meruit authorita- 
tem : By little and little in proceſs of time it gain'd Authority. 
{ de viris-illuſ. verb. Facobus. ) For this reaſon he matters nor, 
what Books have been reputed Apocryphat by ſome, and for 


ſome years : But only what Books are Recerv'd and Deilerd — © 


by the Church, Canonical, in what year, and at what. time fſoe+ 
ver. For believing that the ſame Spirit of Truth aſſiſts her in 
all Ages; he looks upon himſelf equally oblig'd to receive her 


Definitions of the Year 419.. as of any of the precedent years : 


It not being poſſible for Chriſt to fail of his Promiſe, or the 
Holy Ghoſt to err or 1i/guide the Church in thas. year, more 
than in axy other. x - 
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12. Of the Vulgar Edition of the Bible. 


" JE believes it a damna> | 
" [| ble fin, to. abaſe rhe. 
Scripriure, Or any. Ways to per-:. 


' T-E makes no con- 
4 ſcienceof abuſing 


[the Scripture, and per yr; it, for the. maintenance 


of . 
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verting it,. for the 
naintenance of his 
Errors and Superſti- 
tions. And therefore, 
though he dares not 
altogether lay it by ; 
leſt he thould, by 1o 
doing,loſe all claim to 
Chriſtianity : Yet he 
utterly diſapproves 
it, aS1t 1s 1n 1ts genu- 
ine Truth and Parity, 
and as allow'd in the 
Church of England ; 
and crying this down, 
he believes it unlaw- 
ful to be read by any 
of his Communion. 
And then puts into 
their hands another 
Volume, which in its 
Erontis - piece bears 


the Title indeed of 
the Word of God, with 


the names of the Books 


and Chapters ; but in 


the context of it, 1s 16 


every-where full of 


of Errors or : Superſtitions:; 
and thinks himſelf oblig'd., 
rather to lay down his. lite, 
than concur to, or approve of 
any {uchFallitcations or Cor- 
ruptions, prejudicial to Fazth 
or Good Maxners, For this 
reaſon, being conſcious, that 
in all Ages, there has been le- 
veral Copzes of this facred Vo- 
lume, quite different from the 
Originals in many places, 
either through the :/fake of 
the Tranſcribers, or malice of 
others, endeavouring by this 
means to gain credit to their 
new Doctrines : He is com- 
manded not to receive . all 
Books indifferently for the 
Word of God, that wear that 
Title ; but only ſuch as are 
approv'd by the Church, .and 
recommended by her as Leg+ 
timate,. And ſuch is that, he! 
daily uſes, commonly known} 
by the name of the Vulzar 
Tranſlation; which has beer 
the principal of all other L, 
tin Copies in all Ages, ſince the 
Primitives times ; much com 
mended by Saint Augnſtine 
and never altered in any 
thing, but once heretofore by 
the Holy Studies of St. Fe 
rome: And twice or thria 
| Snce 


UMI 
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Corr uptions » Falſifi- fince, being review'd by Au- 
cations, and intolera- thority, and purg'd of ſuck 


| Y .,  * mMiſtakes,as in leagth of time, 


moſt every-where be- or Printers faults. / And that, 
lies its Title,and is un- * 74 Tranſlation is. molt pure 


> | | and\1ncorrupt, as to any thin 
fit for = Pre c4 - who COnceraing —_— of Belief 
profeſſes tumſelf a  ox,diferences in Religion, is 
Chriſtian. De aot only the. Nottrine of. bi 
_ moron. Church; but alſo the Senti- 
mentof many Learned Men of the Reformation, whg approve 
this Verſion, and prefer it before any other Latin one whatſo- 
ever. Bezainhis Preface to the New-Teffament, Anno r559:. 
blames Eraſmms for rejeCting it. Paulus Fagius cries out again(t 
all that dilallow it, ( Cap. 4. Verſe Lat. Paraphr. Chald.') Lu- 
dovicws de Dieu, with admiration confeſſes it tro be moſt Faith- 
ful, ( in Not, ad Evang. Pref.) Caſauborn prefers it before the 
Greek Text now in uſe; and acknowledges that it agrees with 
the ancient Manuſcripts, ( in Not. ad Evang. & Aft.) Grati- 
745 profeiles to the World, that he highly eſteems ir, for that - 
it contains noerroneous Opinions,and is very Learned ; ( nul- 
ls dogmata inſalbria continet, & multum habet in [e.eradjtione, 
Pref. Annot, invert. Te) -.And for this reaſon, -he- refers 
his Aznotations generally-:to the Tranſlation, as he declares 
himſelf. So that, ſeeing eh Ferſion is deliver'd to him with 
the approbation of his whole Church,and is-commended by moſt 
Learned Adverſaries ; he thinks he has great reaſon to receive 
it, and that he may peruſe it, without any danger that can 
come to him, from any Corruptions or Falſifications, And be-' 
cauſe he has not the like aſſurance of the Engliſh Tranſlation al- 
lowed by Proteſtants,or any other made fince the Reformation, 
by any of that Perſuaſion; but ſees,thar there has been almoſt 
as-many different Trarſ/lations made and Publiſh'd by theſe, as 
there has been Men of diterent Humours, different Spirits,and 
; | difterent 
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different Intereſts ; whereof none have ever approv'd the Fer- 
ſins of any of the reſt ; but cry'd our againtt, and Condemn'd: 
them, of many Alterations, Adaitions, DetratFions, and Forge- 
ries ; Bacey and the Ofiandriaxs exclaiming againſt Luther ; Lu- 
ther againſt Munſter ; Beza againſt Caflateo ; Caftaleo againft 
Beza ; Calvin againſt Servers ; Miyricus againit Caluin and 
Beza. Our Engliſh Minijters againſt Tindal and his Fellows : 
And this,' not upon the account of ſome overlights, or light 
miſtakes, or the following of different Copies ; but accuſing 
one another of being. Abſurd and Sexfeleff, in their- Tranflats: 
ons ; of obſcuring and perverting the meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt, of Omiſſions and Additions, of perverting the Text in 
eight hundred forty and eight places; of corrape and falſe 
Traxſations all which in expreſs Terms, *has' been charg'd' 
by great Abertors of the*Reformation againſt-a Bible yet us*d: 
in Eos land, and ordered to-be read inall Churches by Queen 
Elizabeth, and'to'be ſeen in the Abridgment of a Book deli- 
ver'd by certain Minifters to King Fames, pag.11,12. In 
Mr: Burges's Apology,- Se&t.6. Mr. Broughton's Advertiſe- 
ext to the Biſhops. And in DoQtor Reynolds refuſing be- 
fore the King at Hampton-Conrt, to ſubſcribe to the Commu- 
iow Book, becauſe it warranted a corrupt and falſe Tran- 
ſtation of the Bible. For theſe, and ſuch other reaſons, 
he is commanded 'not to read any of thefe Tranflations ; 
_— ay that , which 1s recommiended- to+ him - by the. 
Church. 
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13. Of the Scripture a a Rule of Faith. 


T. FE believes it law- 


4 4 ful; nay, that 
it 1s his obligation to . 


undervalue the Scrip- 
ture, and take from 1t 


that Authority, which. 


Chriſt: gave at. | For 
whereas Chriſt left 


this to the World, as. 


the Rule of ' Faith, and 


asauyacred Oracte; from, 
whence all'-his” Fol-: 


lowers might be in- 
ſtra&ed in the Pre- 


.cepts- of 4 good life; 


learn all the Myſtertes 


of their. Faith, and be: : 


reſolv'd inall difficult 
anddoubtfalPomnts df 
Religion”: He is tangit 
flatly to deny all this; 


and-to believe that-the 
Seripture is: not capable 


4ime, 


T TE believes it damana- 
| . ble to undervalue the 

cripture, Or take from it the 
Authority given it by Chrift. 
He gives it all reſpeCt due to 
the Word of God ; he owns it 
to be of greateſt Authority up- 


£ 


-on Earth, and that it is cars 
[l 


ble of teading a Man.'to 
Trath, whenſoever it is right- 
ly underſtood. But to an 


one that »iſunderflards itand 


rakes' It in ary other ſenſe, 


than whit wis intended Þ 
the Holy Ghoft; he believes it 


ro fuch an one, to be no $5, erip- 


"rare, n9 Word of God ; that 


to ſuch an one, it is o Rule of 


Faith, ior Tudg of Controver- 


ies. And that what he thinks 
te be the Dof&rrxe of Chritt, 
and Command” of Heaven, is 
nothing but his ava Inge ing- 


tion indthe Srove/tscn bi-che 


Devil. And ſmoe,.by the &%- 

perience: of ſo many thouſand 

Hereftes fince, our Savigur's 

0 penny 20 

di 'on1/ Sir ures, he 
2 


Stburded! of 
E finds 
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of deciding any one 
point of Controverfie, Or 
reconciling the diffe- 
rent Sentiments . of 
Men in Rel:gion : And 
thus demeans himſelf 
towards the: Word 0 
God, in a manner moſt 
unbecoming a Chri- 
{tian. 


finds that almoſt every Tex? 
of the Bible, and even thoſe 
that concern the moſt Eſſexti- 
al and Fundamental Points of 
the Chriſtian Religion, may be 
Interpreted ſeveral ways; 
and. made. to. ſigntfie things 
contrary to one anorher z and 
that white thus contrary 
meanings are by ſeveral Per- 
{ons drawn. from. the ſame 
Words ; the Scripture 1s alto- 
gether filext, without diſco- 


vering, which of all thoſe ſenſes 1s rhat intended by the Holy 


Ghoſt, *and leading to Truth, and which are Erroneous and 
Antichriſtian : He is taught to believe that the Scripture alone 
can be no. Rule of Faith to any Private or Pazticalar Perſon ; 
not that there is any thing wanting on the Scripture-ſfide; but } 
becauſe no Private Perſon can be certain, whether amongſt 
all the ſeveral meanings every Text is obnoxious to,thazwwhich 
he underſtands it in, is the Rzzhr, or xo. And*without this 
certainty of Truth, and ſecurity from Error, he knows, there's 
nothing capable af being a. X«/e. 


— a. 


E.. / -. 


14. Of the Interpretation of Scripture. 


E believes that 
- 4 his Church, which 
he calls Catholick, 1s 
above the Scripture ; 
and prophanely al- 


| E belteves ;. that the 
Church 1s not above 
the Scripture ; but only al- 
lows thatOrder between rhems, 
as Is between. the: Judg and 
the Law. And is no other,, 
| than 


— SS. at 


— 
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lows to her an uncon- 
trollable Authority of 
being 7udg of the Word 
of God, And being 
tondly abus'd into a 
diſtruſt of the Scrip- 
tures, and that he can 
be certain of nothing, 
even of the Fundamen- 
tals of Chriſtianity , 
from what 1s deli- 
ver'd in them, though 
they ſpeak never 1ſo 
plainly ; he is taught 


to rely wholly upon 


this Ghurch, and not to 
believe one word the 
Scripture ſays , unleſs 


"his Church ſays it too, 


than what: generally every 
Private Member of the Refor- 
mation, challenges to himſelf, 
as often as he pretends to de- 
cide any doubt of his own, or 
his Neighbours in Religion, 

by enterpreting the Scripture. 
Netther 15 he taught at all to 
diſtruſt the Scripture, or not 
to rely on it ; but only to di- 
ſtruſt his ow#z private interpre- 
tation of it, and not to rely 
or: his own Judgment, in the 
Reſolution of any doubt con- 
cerning Farth or Relzgton, 
though he can produce ſeve- 
ral Texts in favour of his Op#- 
io. - But in all ſuch caſes 
he is commanded to recur to 
the Church; and having learnt 
from her, the fenſe ot all ſuch 
Texts ; how they have been 
underſtood by the whole 
Community of Chriſtians ,, 


| | in all Ages ſince the Apoſtles ; 
and what has been their Receiv'd DoFtrine, in ſuch doubt- 


ful and difficult Points ; he is oblig'd to ſubmit to this, 
and never preſume on his own Private Sentiments, however 
ſeemingly grounded on Reaſox and Scripture, to Believe or 
Preach any New Do#rize oppoſite to the —_ of the Church ;; 
but as he receives from her the: Book, ſo alſo-to receive from 
her the ſenſe of the Book : With a Holy Confidence, rhat ſhe 
that did not cheat him in delivering a Falſe Book for the True 
one, will not cheat him in delivering a Falſe and Erroneowus 
ſenſe for the True one ; her Authority, which is ſufficient in the 

Ones, 


(39) 
one, being »ot Jeſs in the other : And his own Private Fudg. 
ment, which was inſufficient 1n the one, that 1s, 1n finding out 
the Tree Scripture, and diſcerning it from all other Books; 
being as incapable and inſufficient 1n the other, that 15, 1n Cer- 
tainly diſcovering the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, and avoid- 


ing all other Hererodox and Miſtakes Interpretations. 


— 


2 


y E. believes the 
'& &4 Scripture to be im- 
perfed: And for the 
tupplying of what he 
thinks Defedt:ve 1 it , 
he .admits Humane 
. Ordinations ; and Frad:r- 
trons of Men ; aHtlow- 
ing equal Authority to 
theſe, as to the. Scrip- 
-tures themſelves; think- 
ing 

obli 'd to ſubmit to 
| theke >. and, believe 
them with Divine 
Faith, as he does, 
whatſoever 1s:written 
.in the. Bile, and con- 


15. Of Tradnion. 


7 


himſel 'as much 


wo 


TE believes, the Scrip- 
| ture not to be. imper- 
, "hor to want Humane 
Ordinations, aye merge of 
Men, for the ſupplying any 
defeQs in it. : Mb doc 
he allow: the /azze Authority 


to theſe, as' to the Word of | 
God ; or give themequal cre-f . 


dit; or exact it of others, 
that deſire to-be admutted-1n- 
to . the Commuinion' of his 


Church. He believes nq Dz- 


vine Fatth ought, to be gryen 
to anything, but what 'is of 
Divine Revelation ;" and that 


nothing is to have place in his 


Creed, but what wit taught 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles.; 
and has been believ'd' and 
taught in all Apes, 'by the 
Church of God, the Congre- 
gation of all NO AAEY 
an 


brand ban fanny freed ws ed ho ha. 


— 


» ww as 


feſſedly ſpoken by the 
Author of all Truth, 


will he admit of any 
one to be a Member 
of his Communion, 
although he undoubt- 
edly - beheves every 
Word that's written 
in the Scripture 3 un- 


theſe Traditions ,. and 


gives as great credit 
to them;as to the Word 


to be found: 


(Ft): . 


God himſelf. Neither 


leſs he alſo-aſlents to- 


of God:,. although in- 
that, there 1s not the 
leaſt footſtep of them. 


and inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt; 


and has been: ſo deliver'@: 
down to lim through all 
Ages. 'But now, whether 
that which has been ſo deh- 
verd down to him, as the 
Do@rige-of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, has been by Word of 


Month, or Writing ; is alto- 
pH him ; be” 


eing ready to follow, in this 
point, as 1n alf others, the 
command of St, Px, that is, 
To ftand faſt, and hl the 
Trad#trons he hs tears d,” tvhe= 
ther by Word, or by Epiſtle; 
2 M- oy Ep 


2 Theſſ. 2. 15.) And to look. 


upon any one as Anathema; 
that ſhell preach otherwiſe thay 
he h#s' (thus) recerved, (Gat, 
1.9, ). So that, as he un- 
donbtedly holds the Scriprure 
to be the Word of God, penn'd 
by Prophets and Apoſtles, 
becauſe m all Apes, from Mo- 


ſes ito Chriſt, and from Chriſt' ts this time, it has been fo 
Taught, Preach'd, Believ'd and-Deliver'd ſucceffively by the 
Faithful ; and never ſcruples the leaſt of the truth of it ;” nor 


they are not, nor have.not at any time been able, to prove 
what they have thus taught, and deliver'd, . with one Text of 
Scripture. In the like manner, is he ready to receive and be- 
lieve, all that this ſame Congregation has, together with the 
Bible, in all Ages ſucceſſively, without interruption, Taught, 


Preach'd; Beliey'd and Deliver'd as the Do#Frine of Chriſt and 


does 


ſticks to aſſent to it, with a ſtedfaſt and Divine Faith ; altho?” 


his Apoſtles; and aſſent to.it with Divine Faith ; jult as he - | 
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does to the Bible; and eſteems any one Anathema, that ſhall 
Preach otherwiſe than he has thus receiv'd. And although 
ſome may ſeriouſly endeavour to convince him, - that ſeveral 
Points of Faith, and-other Religious Praftiſes, which: he has 
thus receiv'd and.believes, are not the DoCtrine of Chriſt, 
nor Apoſtolical Iaſtitutions, but rather Inventions of Men, 
and Leſſons of Antichriſt, and ſhould produce ſeveral Texts 
of Scripture for the proving it : He is not any thing ſurpriz'd 
at it: .As well knowing, that he that follows not this Rule, 
of Believing all to be of Chriſt, that has beew univerſally 
taught and belieu'd as ſuch , by the Church of Chriſt ; and 
of underſtanding the Scripture in the ſame ſenſe, in which it 
has in all Ages, been underſtood by the ſame Church ; may ve- 
ry ealily frame as many Creeds as he pleaſes, and make 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſpeak what ſhall be moſt agreeable 
to his Humour, and ſuit beſt with his Iztereſt, and find plain 
proofs for all : And make no more diffticulty in producing 
Scripture againſt Chriſt's Dof#rine, than the Jews and the 
Devil did againſt Chriſt's Pexſoz, who never wanted their 
Scriptum eſt ; ( It is written ;,) when *twas neceflary to carry 
on their deſigns. And if there were any thing in theſe fort 
of Arguments, to make him doubt of the truth of any Point 
of Doctrine, thus receix*d.; he thinks it might make him 
call in queſtion the Truth of the Scriprivre and. the Bzble itifelf, 
as ſoon as any thing elſe. They all ſtanding upon the ſame 
foundation of the Church's Tradition, which, it ir fail in one, 
leaves no ſecurity in any. x | 
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— 


16. Of Conncils. 


E. believes that 
the Farth of his 
Church may receive 


new Additions every 


day: And that he 1s 


not only oblig'd to 


believe what Chrift 
taught, and his Apo- 
ftles; but alſo every 


. Definition or Decree, 


of any General-Council 
aſlembled by theCom- 
mand of the Pope. 
So that as often as any 


. thing 1s 1i\Tued out, by 


the Authority of any 
of theſe Church-Parlia- 
ments,” and order'd to 
be believ'd; he thinks 
himſelf under pain of 
Damnation, 1mmed1- 
ately bound to receive 
it ; and having added 


| E believes that the 
Faith of his Church 
can receive xo Ad- 


aitions ; and that he is oblig'd 
to believe nothing, beſides 
that which Chri/# taught and 
Ins Apoſtles ; and ifany thing 
contrary to this, ſhould be 
defin*d and commanded to be 
believ*d,even byten thouſand 
Councils, he believes it damna- 
ble 1n any one to. receive it, 
and by ſuch Decrees, to make 
Aaattions to his Creed, How- 
ever, he maintains the Nece(- 
ſity and Right of General 
Conxcils lawfully Alſembled ; 
whoſe buſineſs it 1s, not to 
coin new Articles of Faith, or 
deviſe Freſb Tenets ; but on-* 
ly, as often as any Poznt of 
Receiv'd Dottrine is impug- 
ned or calld in queſtion ; ta 
debate the matter; and ex- 
amine, what has been the Be-. 


'lieF of all Nations ( who are: 


there preſent in their Pre- 
lates) 1n that Point., And 
this being agreed on, to pub- 
| F liſh 


* to his Creed, to aſ- 
ſent to 1it with as 
Firm , Stedfaſt and 
Divine a Faith, as if 
it had been Comman- 


ded by Chriſt him- 


felf, and Decreed in 


the Conſiſtory of Hea- 


ven. And by this 
means he never comes 
to underſtand has Relig. 
en, or know what he 
1s. to: Beheve ; but by 
the continual Alterat:- 
Gas, Additions, Diminu- 
#10as, Interpretations, of 
thefe Councils he 1s 
preſerv'd in a neceſſary 
Confu/ron 3 and though 


he changes often, yet # 


he fondly thinks him- 
felf always the ſame. 


and to watch againſt thoſe Men , 
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liſh and make known to the 
World, which is the Catholick 
Do#trine, left by Chriſt and 
his Apoitles ; and which the 
new-broach'd Error, And by 
this means to prevent the 
loſs of infinite numbers of 
Souls, which might otherwiſe 
be deluded, and carried away 
after new inventions ; not 
being capable by their own 
knowledg and abilities, to dt- 
ſtinguviſh berwixt Truth and 
Falſbood,and diſcover the ſub- 
tilties of every crafty Decez- 
ver. And in this caſc he be- 
lieves that he is oblig'd to fub- 
mit,. and receive the Decrees 
of ſuch a Council; the Paſtors 
and Prelates there PRs 
being by Chriſt and his Apo- 
ftles appointed, for the decifi- 
on of ſuch Controverſies. 
They having the care of that 
ock committed tothem, over 
mhich the Holy Ghoſt has made 
them Overſeers, to. feed the 
Church of God, ( Ai#, 20. 28. ) 
who ſhould ariſe from among 


phemſelves, ſpeaking perverſe things to draw Diſciples after them, 


(+: ab. Verſi30.) 


And he having receiv'd Command, as likewiſe 


the whole Flock of Chriſt ,-to obey their Prelates, and to be ſub- 
Jedi to them, who. watch, and are to render an account for their 


ſouls, ( Heb. 13.17.) with an aſſurance, that, He that heay- 


owe thera, heareth Chriſt ; and he that deſpiſeth them, deſpiſeth 


Chrift, 


ving Unity among the Fai, 


C7 

Chriſt, ( Luk. 10.16.) And withal being taught, that ts 
this way of the Aztiernts of the Church and Prelates meeting, 
in caſe of any danger threatning their Flock, or any new Do- 
Qrine ariſing ; was the means inſtituted by Chri/#, and pra- 
Etiſed by the Apoſtles, in the firſt planting of the Church, for 
the preventing Schiſms, and preſerving Unity om the 
Faithful, and that they ſhould feat and think the ſame thing, 
and be perfettly joyn'd together in the ſame mind, and ſame judg- 
ment, ( xt Cor. 1.10.) So it ought to be the means 1n all 
lucceeding Ages, for the | proven Divifons, and confer- 
ful. And that therefore, as that 
Controverke: concerning, the zeceſity of Circumciſion, ( At. 
c. 15.) ariling in the Apoſtles trme, was not decided by any 
Private Perſou, nor even by Pasl and Baxnabas, who ne-. 
vertheleſs, had receiv*d the Holy Ghoſt, and one would have 

thought, might have pretended tothe Sperir and a heavent 
Light ; but by a General Meeting of the Apoſtles and Elders of 
the Charch at Fernuſalew, who were confulred by Paut and Bay- 
nabas about this Queſtion. $0 all other Diſputes and Dificalties 
of Relig ior arifing 1n ſucceeding Ages, ought to be reterr'd to 
the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles (whoſe Charge, Dignity and Of- 
fice is to continue to the end of the World, though they are 
dead in Perſon) whore to coxſider of the matter, (AF. 15.6.) 
as the Apoftles did ; while al} the Maltitude keeps ſilence, (Ver. 
12. ) without any one preſuming on any Learning, Gift, Ver- 
rue, Prayers or Inſpir:tion, to intermeddle in the Drſfinte;or Jo 
an end to the Queſtion : Fhis being none of their buſinels or 
obligation, but only with all Patiexce and Humiliry ro expeCt 
the Determination of their Prelates and Elders, and receive it 
with the ſame expreſſions, asthole Good Chriſtzans did heretb« 
fore, who. rejazced” for the conſolation, ( AF..15, 31.) ' And 
unleſs this that the Apoſtles: did, and their Obſ/equions Flock 
be taken.as.a Patrerminall Ages, for the ending ſuch like hf 
ficulties; he believes: *s- impoſſible that' BeTFevers: ſbunld 
ſtand: faſt in' owe ſpirit, with —— ( Phil. 1.27.) mw 
2 e 
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| be not carried away with divers and ſtrange Dottrines, ( Feb. 


13-9. - 


ny 


E believes that. 
_ thePaſtorsand: 
Prelates of his Church 


17. Of Infallibility in the C beach. 


E believes that the 
 PaſtorsandPrelates 

| of his Church are 
Fallible ; that there is none 


are Infallible, and that * of them, but may fall into 


like 1o many Divine 
Oracles, or petty Fa- 
miliar Deities, they 
are exempt from Er. 
701, and cannot de- 
ceive. But this eſpe. 
cially, when they are 
met together in a Ge- 
neral Council : It being 
' a main part of his 
Faith, That then they 
are ſecure from all 
miſtake ; and that it 
is. as impoſlible for 
. them: to dechine either 
to: the right-hand. or 
to the lets, in any of 


their Defipitions and- 


Errors, Hereſis and Schiſm; 
and conſequently are ſubje&t 
to miſtakes. But that the 
whole Church can fail, or be 
deceiv'd-in any one Point of 
Faith, this he believes impoſ- 
ſible ; knowing it to be built 
on better. promiſes ; ſuch as 
ſecure her from all Eyror, and 
danger of Prevarication. Her 
Foundation being laid by 
Chriſt, againſt which the gates 
of hell ſhall-not prevail, (Matt. 
16. 18.) The Power that 
protects her, being Chriſt 
himſelf; Behold, F am with 
you all days, (Matt. 28. 20. ) 
The Spirit that . Guides and 
Teaches her, being the Comfor- 
ter the Holy Ghoſt-; who ſhall” 
teach her all things, and ſuggeſt 
t0 her all things that Chriſt has. . 
ſaid. 


Decrees, as it 1s for 
God toleave Heaven, 
and become the Au- 
thor of lies. Thus 
fondly believing theſe 
to be afli{ted with a 
necefJlary Infallibilty 
like Gods, whom their 
Ignorance, 1ll Exam- 
ple and Debauch'd 
Lives,. to 4 true Con- 


ſiderer , {ſcarce ſpeak 


to be Men. As 1f God 
Almighty + did 1o 
blindly throw his Be- 
nefits and Graces a- 
mongiſt his Creatures, 
that none ſhould have 
a more powerful aſli- 
ſtance of God's Truth 
and Infallible Spirit, 


than thoſe in whom 


there was leaſt of God 
to be found. 
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ſaid to her, (Foh. 14. 26.) 


The time that ſhe is to be thus: 


protetted, taught and aſſiſted; 
being not only while the "7 
ſ; 


files lived, or for the 


three, four or five hundred 
years next after; but for 
ever,tothe end of the World, 


Behold, T am with you all days, 


( Matt. 28. 20. )' Hewill give 
you another Paraclete, that he 
may abide with you. for ever, 
{ Foh. -14; 16.) . And the 
thing, that ſhe 1s tobe thus. 
taught. to the end of the 
World, being all truth : He 
ſhall teach you all truth, ( Foh. 
16,13. ). Now, being aflu- 
red by theſe Promiſes, that 
the Churth 'of Chriſt fhall 
be taught all Truth by the 
ſpecial aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt; .to the, end of.-the 
World ;. he: has Faith to be. 
lieve,. that Chriſt will make - 
his Words good ; and that his. 
Church ſhall never fail, nor be- 
corrupted. with Antichriſtian 
Dottrine,. nor be the Miſtreſs 
of Errors; but ſhall be taught 
all Truth,., and ſhall: teach 


all Truth to the Conſummation of things ; and that whoſpever - 
hears her,. hears Chriſt : And whoſoever. deſpiſeth. her, . deſpiſes 


Chriſt ; and ought to be eſteemed as an Heathen. or. a Pub 


lican, 


( Matt. 18.17.), The like aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, he 


believes - 
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* believes to be in all Gezeral Councils, which is the Church-repre- 
ſentative: ( as the Partiamert is the Repreſentative of the Na-« 
tion :) by which they are ſpecially Protected from all Error, 
in al Definitions and Declarations in matters of Faith. So 
that what the Apoſtles pronounc'd concerning the Reſult of 
their Council; ( A. 15.28 ) It hath ſeemed goed to the Holy 
Ghoſt, and to 5; he does not doubt, may be prefix'd, to all 
the Determinations in Point of Faith, Refolv'd on, by any Ge- 
ueral-Council lawfully Aſſembled fince that time, or to be held 
to the Worlds end. The Aſ;taxce being t6 extend as far as 
the Promiſe. And though 'tis pofble that ſeveral of the Pre- 
lates and Paſtors in ſuch an Aſſembly, as alſo many others in 
Communion with the Church of Chriſt ſhould at other times, 


either through Pride or Ipnorarce, prevaricate, make innova- | 


tions in Faith, teach erroneous DoQtrines, and endeavour to 
draw numbers after them ; yet he 1s taught , that this does 
not at all argue a FaHab:lzty in the Church ; nor prejudice her 
Faith, but only the Perſozs, that thus unhappily fall into theſe 
Errors, and cut themſelves oft trom heing Members of the My- 
tical Body of Chriſt upon Earth : Whilſt the Belref of the 
Church remains pure and untainted ; and experiences the 
truth of what St. Paul toretold, that Grievorus wolves ſhall en- 


ter in among you , not fparing the flock : Alſo of your own ſelves 


(ha!l men ariſe , ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples 


after them, ( Att. 20. v. 29,30.) which, as it prov'd true 
even in the Apoſtles time by the fall of Vicholas and his fol- 
lowers, as allo of ſeveral others ; So it has been verified in all 
Ages ſince, by turbulent and preſuming Spirits broaching new 
Dottrines,and making Separarions and Schiſms : But this with- 


out caſting any more aſperſion on the Church or Congregation 


of the Faithful, than the fall of Jd.zs did on the Apoſtles ; 
or the Rebellion of Lucifer on the Hierarchy of Angels ; 
which was no more than that ſuch wicked and preſuming 
Spirits, went, cut from amongit them, and were expe//4d their 


Communion, as unworthy. Neither does it reflec at all on 
the 
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the Churches Authority , or make the Truth of her DoCtrine 
queſtionable to him ; that many of her Eminent Members, 
Doors, Prelates and Leading Men, have been, or are, great 
and enormous ſizers, intamous for their Pride, Covetouſneſs, 
or other Yices whatſoever : The Promiſes of God's continual 
and uninterrupted Aſſiſtance to his Church, being not to be fru- 
ſtrated by the wickedneſs of ſuch particular Men, though in 
great Dignities. Theſe Promiſes being made ſurer to her, 
than ever to the Jewgſh Church: Which nevertheleſs ſtood. 
firm in her Authority, and the Delivery of Truth, notwith- 
ſtanding, the frequent 1do/atry of the People, NVadab and A46b:- 

| tis ( Conſecrated Prieſts) offering ſtrange fire : Corah, Da- 

| than,and Abiram's making a great Schiſmand the fins of Moſes 

| and Aaron, and other her High-Prielts in all ſucceeding Ages. 
| Nay, though all things touching Religion and Verfue were in 
a manner run to decay, in our Saytour's time, both in Pri«/ts 
and People ; yet did he maintain the Awurhority of the Jewiſh 
Charch ; and command all to be Obecient , and ſubmit to 
thoſe who had the ſuperiority ; without calling in queſtion 
their Authority, or doubting of the reaſonablenefs of their 
Commands. The Scribes and Phariſees, (ſays he, Mart. 23. 
2.) ſit in Moſes's Chair : All therefore, whatſoever they bid you 
obſerve, that obſerve and do : But do ye n0t after their works. Tt- 
therefore God's ſpecial Aſſiſtance, was never wanting to the 
Charch of the Jews,fo as to let it fail in theT rurb of its Do@trine, 
or its Authority ; notwithſtanding the Pride, Covetouſneſs, . 
Cruelty, Impiety, Idolatry, of many of her Levites, Elders, 
Prieſts and High. Prieſts. Why ſhould not he believe the ſame 
of the Church of Chriſt, which, as St. Paul ſays, is built op bet- 
ter Promiſes : and that it remains entire' in the Trach of her 
| Dof#rine, and her Authority, notwithſtanding the viciouſneſs 
of many of her Goverzoars. Eſpecially, ſince he's in a manner 
confident, - that there has been nothing ſo infamous atted by 
any Prieſts, Prelates, Popes or others, ſince Chriſt's time, but - 
what may be fellow*d, nay, was out-done by the Prieſts of the 
Jews. 18, Of 
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18. Of the Pope. 


E. believes the. 


Pope to be his 

reat God, and to be far 
above all the Angels. 
That Chriſt is no 
longer Head of the 
Church, but that this 
Holy Father hath taken 
his place; and that 
whatſoever he Or- 
ders, Decrees or Com- 
mands, 1s to be rece1- 
ved by his Flock, with 
the ſame reſpect, ſub- 
miſlion and awe, as if 
Chriſt had ſpoken it 
by his mouth. For 
that his Holineſs . ha- 
Ving once receiv'd the 
Trippl--Crown on his 
Head,is now no more 
to be look'd upon as a 


Tan, but as Chriſt's 


E believes the Pope | 
to be none of has | 
God, neither Great | 


nor L:ittle;that he 1s not above | 
the Angels, but only a Mar. $ 
He believes that Chriſt, as he | 
is ſupreme Maſter, Governour. |} 
and Lord ot all Created } 
things, fo alſo of his Church, |} 
of which he acknowledges # 
him to be the Founder and 
Head. But as notwithi{tand- | 
ing this Lordſhip and Headſhip & 
ot Chriſt over ail things, eve- | 
ry Father of a Family owns 
himſelf to be Xſafter of it un-f 
der Chriſt ; every petty Com-# 
mander of a Ship, ityles him- 


ſelf Maſter of it under God ;|þ 


and every Prince, King and} 
Emperor 1s confelled ſupreme} 
Lord aud Governonr of his 
Dominions #»der God : So allo 
he believes that there is a Pa-| 


ſtor , Governour and Head of | 


Chriſt's Church under Chriſt, 
to wit, the Pope or Biſhop of 
Rome. who is the Succeſſor of 
St. Peter, to whom Chriſt 

committed 
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Vicar , whoſe Office it 
1s to Conſtitute and 
Ordain ſuch things as 
Chriſt forgot , when 
he was upon Earth, 
not throughly conſ1- 
dering, what would 
be the Exigencies of 
his Flck in future 
Ages. -And for 'this 
intent, he 1s aſliſted 
with a certain Myſter:- 
ous Infallibility ; Tuch 
as hides it ſelf, when 
he 1s upon his own 
Private Concerns, eX- 
poſes him to all the 
Deſigns, Cheats, Ma- 
lice, and Machina- 
tions of his Ene- 
mies, and lets him be 
as ealily overſeen, as 
imprudent, as filly as 
his Neighbours. But 
when he comes into 
his Chair, to hear any 
Publick Buſineſs, then it 
begins to appear, and 


committed the care of his 
Flock; and who hath been 
follow'd now by a Viſible Suc- 
ceſſion of above 250 Biſhops : 
Acknowledg'd as ſuch in all 
paſt Ages by the Chriſtian 
World. And now believing 
the Pope to enjoy this Dignt- 
ty, he looks upon himſelf 
oblig'd to ſhew him that Re- 
ſpe&t, Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience, which is due to his 
Place ;. a thing which no bo- 
dy can in Reaſon or Conſct- 
ence deny to any one in Ry/e, 
or that has any Superzorzty. 
Neither does he doubt but 
God aſliſts thoſe, who have 
this Charge, with a particular 
helping Grace, ſuch as has a 
ſpecial reſpect tothe Office and 
Funition, more than to the 
Perſon. Such was given to 
all the Prophets, when they 
were lent to Preach : Such to 
Moſes,when he was made God 
zo Pharaoh, (Exod.7.1.) Such 
to the Seventy Elders, when 
God raking of the Spirit of 
Moſes, gave it unto them, and 
conitituted them Judges.Such 
to Cazphas, who in Council, 
propheſlied of the Death of 
Chriſt, which St. Fohnaſcrib'd 
not to his Per/oz, but to his 

G Office 
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protefts him from all Ofe - pkg Job. 
MT, [+ » and I-50 na thy ſpare he not 

| -al- Pricft that year, he Propheſied, 


ately tull of the Holy that Jeſus ſhould die for that 
Gho#t , though he had Vario». By Priviledgeof his 
the Devil and all of We, uttering a Trurh, which 


w ST : he himſelf never meant. With 
Villanies and Wick- {uch like helping Grace he 


ednelſs in him Juft be- doubts not but God generally 
fore. aſſilts the Paffors of the New 

| Law, and more eſpecially the 
High-Prieft, for the Good of the whole Flock. And there- 
fore though he were as wicked as Carphas, yet he is ready to 
tender him all reffef due to his Funitzon, and obey him in 
every thing concerning the Exerciſe of his Charge, not for 
any eonfideration of his Perſoz, but meerly for the Office he 


bears : It being the Duty of a good Son to Obey his Father, and | 


of a Loyal Subject his Kg; and never to queſtion their Au- 
thority , or dilreſpect them in their Office, though for ſome 
particular Vices, they may have little reſpeCEt for their Pey- 
ſons. Tn this manner is he ready to behave himſelf towards 
his Chief Paſtor, with all Reverence and Submiſſion, never 
Scrapling to receive his Decrees, and Definitions, ſuch as are 
iſſned forth by his Authority, withall theirdue circumſtances 
and according to Law,in the concern'of the whole Flock. And 
this whether he has the aſſiſtance of a Divize Infallibility, or 
no : Which, tho? ſome allow him, without being in a Gezeral 
Council, yet he 1s ſatisfied, *tis only their Opin70z, and not their 
Faith, there being no Obligation from the Chaych of afſenting 
*0 any fuch Doctrin. And therefore, as in any Civil Govern- 
ment, the Sentence of the Supreme Judge or Higheſt Tribunal, 
ts tobe Obey a, tho? there be no aſſurance of {»fallibs/ity or Di- 
wine Protettgon from Erroror Miſtake : So is he taught,ſhould 
de dohe to the Orders of the Supreme Paſtor, whether he be T»- 
Fellible or no, 19, Of 


r 
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19. Of Diſpenſations. 


E believes, that 

the Pope has Au- 
thority tod:ſpenſewith 
the Laws of God ; and 
abſolve any one from 
theobligation of keep- 
ing the Command- 
ments. So that, if he 
has but his Holy Fa- 
thers leave, he may 
confidently diſſemble , 
lie, and forſwear him- 
ſelf in all whatſoever 
he pleaſes, and never 
be in danger of being 
call'd to an account at 
the /aſt day; eſpecially 
if his Lying and For- 
ſwearing was for the 
common good of the 
Church : there being 
thena ſure Reward pre- 


par'd for him in Hea- 


E believes, that the Pope 

\ has no Authority te 
diſþenſe with the Law of Gad ; 
and that there's no Poxzer 
upon Earth can abſolve any 
one from the Obligation of 
keeping the Commandments; 
or give leave to Lie, or For- 
ſwear ; or make, that the 
breaking of voy the lesf Di- 
vine Precept, ſhall not be ac- 
countable for, at the day of 
Judgment. He is taught by 
his Church in all Books of Di- 
reftion, in all Catechiſms, 
in all Sermons, that every 
Lie 15a Sin; that to call God 
to witneſs to an Untrath is 
damnable ; that it ought not 
be done to ſave the whole 
World; that whoſoever does 
it, either for his own Perſonal 
account, . or for the Intereſt 
of Church or Pope, or what- 
ſoeverelſe, muſt of neceſſity 
anſwer for it, at the la{t day, 
and expect his portion with 
the Deyil and his Angels, if 
unrepented : and that no one 
G 2 can 


ven,. as a recompence 
of his good Intentions 
and heroick Atchieve- 
ments. And if at any 
time he ſhould chance 
to be catch'd in the 
management of any 
of- theſe Pablick and 
Church-concerns,and be- 
ing obnoxious to Pe- 
anal Laws, ſhould have 
Sentence -of Death 
"-paſs'd on him; he has 
liberty at his laſt 
hour on the Scaffold 
or Ladder, to make a 
Publick Deteſtation 
of all ſuch Crimes, to 
make Proteſtations of 
his Innocence ; to call 
God to witneſs , that 
he dies unjuſtly ; and 
that as he 1s imme- 
diately to appear be- 
fore the Supreme 


Judge, he knows no 
more of any ſuch de- 
ligns, and 1s as clear 
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can give leave for Ly:ug, Per- 
Jury, or committing any Sin ; 
or even pretend to it, unleſs 
it be the Devil himſelf or 
ſome deviliſh Mziz:/ters of his, 
ſuch as he deteits in his heart, 
and utterly abominates. And 
in conſequence to this he be- 
lieves, that whoſoever at the 
hour of his death, denies any 
Crime, of which he is guilty, 
and proteſts himſelf to be in- 
nocent, when he 1s not ſo; 
can have no hope of Mercy : 
but departing out of this 
World, an enemy to God 
and the Truth, ſhall infallibly 
be receiv'd as ſuch in the 
next ; and dying with a Lie 
in his mouth, can expe& no 
reward, but from the Father 
of Lies. And this, whatſo- 
ever his Crime was, whether 
incurred by ,an undertaking 
for Mether-Charch,orno; and 
whatſoever his Pretences for 
the denial of the Truth were, 
whether Abſolutions, Diſpen- 
ſations, the Sacrament, or Oath 
of Secreſi:,or whatſoever elle : 
nothing of theſe being capable 
of exculing him in Lzes or 
Perjury, or making them to 
be Innocent, and not diſplea- 
{ſingto God. Nor indeed = 

e 
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from theguilt of them 
as the Child unborn. 
And this tho' the Err. 
dence againſt him be as 
clear as noon-day,tho? 
the 7ury be never 1o 
Impartial,and the Judge 


* never 10 Conſciencous. 
! For that he having 
7 taken the Sacrament 
! and Oathof Secrefte,and 


receiv d Abſolution or a 
Diſpenſation from the 


| Pope, may then Le, 
| Spear, Forſwear, and 
 Prote$t all that he plea- 
| ſes, without 1cruple, 


with a good Conſci- 
ence, Chriſtian-like, 
Holily and Canoni- 


| cally. 


{ tohim, that thoſe of his Profeſſion, ſhould haye Leave. and 
} Diſperſations to Lie and Forſwear themſelves at pleaſure, and 
| yet that they ſhould need nothing elfe but Lying and Perjury; 
| for the quiet enjoyment of their Eſtates, for the ſaving their 
| Lives, for the obtaining Places of higheſt Command and 
| greateſt Dignity ; ſuch as would be extraordinarily advanta- 
| gious for their Cauſe and the Intereſt of their Church. And 
{ yet that they ſhould generally chuſe rather to forego all my 
7 | A 
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he ever hear of theſe ſo much 
talk*d on, Diſpenſations and 
Abſolutions, trom any Prieſts 
of his Church, either in Ser- 
mons or Confeſſions ; he ne- 
ver read of them in his Books 
and Catechiſms ; he never 
ſaw the Practiſe of them in 
any of his Communion ; it 
having been their Cultom, 
ever ſince Oaths were firſt de- 
vis'd againſt them, rather to 
ſuffer the loſs of cheir Goods, 
Baniſhments, Impriſonments, 
Torments, and Death it ſelf, 
than Forſwear themſelves, or 
Proteſt the leaſt Untruth.And 
*tis not out of the memory of 
man, that ſeveral might have 
ſaved their Eſtates and Lives 
too, would they have ſub- 
{crib'd to, and own'd but oze 
Lie; andyet refus'd it; chu- 
ſing rather to die infamoully, 
than prejudice their Conſci- 
ence with an Urtruth. So 
that it ſeems a great Myſtery 


(46) 


ſo conſiderable Conveniences, than once Lie or Forſwear them- 
ſelves. And is it not another great Myſtery, that theſe 
Diſpenſations for Lying and Swearing ſhould be according to 
the Receiv'd Doftrin of his Church ; and yet that he, or any |} 
of his Communion, were never inſtructed nor inform'd of | 
any ſuch Diabolical Point ? nay, had never come to the 

knowledge of it, had it not been for the Intormation receiv'd | 
from ſome Zealous Adverſaries, ſuch as relate either meerly 
upon Truſt, or elſe ſuch as have receiv'd a Diſpenſation of | 
Lying from the Devil, that they might charge the like Do- F 


Qtrin on the Church of Rowe and the Pope. 


E believes , that 

- 4 the Pope has Au- 
thority todiſpence with 
his Allegiance to his 
Prince; and that he 
needs no longer be a 
Loyal Subject, and 
maintain the Rights, 
Priviledges and Au- 
thority of his Krng, 
than the Pope will give 
hmm leave. And that 
if this Iighty Father 
think fit to thunder 


20. Of the Depoſmg Power. 


- IS no part of his Faith : 
to believe, that the | 
Pope has Authority to diſpenſe | 


. with his Allegiance to his So- | 


vereign, or that he can Depoſe # 
Princes upon any account | 
whatſoever; giving leave to | 
their Subjects to take up | 
Arms againſt them, and en- | 
deavour their ruin, He knows | 
that Depoſingand King-killing | 
Power has been maintain'd # 


by ſome Canonifts and Divines | 


of his Church, and that it is | 
in their Opznzon lawful, and 
annex'd to the Papal Chair. 
He knows likewiſe that ſome 
Popes have endeavour'd 1 
a 
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out an Excommunzication 
againſt him, then he 
ſhall be deem'd the 
Beſt Subject and Moſt 
Chriſtian , that can 
firſt ſhed his Prince's 
Blood, and make him 
a Sacrifice to Rome : and 
he's but 1ll rewarded 
for his pains, who, 
after ſo Glorious an 
Atchievement, has 
not his Name placed 
in the Calendar, and 
he Canoniz'd for a 
Saint. So that there 
can beno greater Dan- 
ger toa King, than to 


have Popiſh Subjects , 


he holding his Lite 


| amongſt them, only 


at the Pope's pleaſure. 
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att according to thi Power. 
But that this DoQrin appers- 
tains to the Fazzhofhis Church, 


and 15 to be beliey'd by all of 


that Commuzzop, is a mali- 
cious Caiumny, a down-right 
Falſity, And for the truth of 
this, it ſeems to him a ſuffi- 
cient Argument, that for the 
few Authors that are Abet- 
tors of this DoCEtrin, there are 
of his Communion three 
times the number, that pub- 
lickly diſown all fuch Autho- 
7ity ; belides ſeveral Vniver- 
fittes and whole Bodies that 
have ſolemnly condemn'd it ; 
without being tn the leaſt ſu- 
{pected of their Religz07, or 
of denying any Article of 
their Fazth. Thoſe other Au- 
thors therefore publiſh their 
own Opznzons in their Books, 
and thole Popes atted accord- 
ing to what they judg'd law- 
ful; and all this amounts to: 
no more, than that this Do- 
ctrin has been, or is an Opi-- 


ion amongſt ſome of his Church ;. butto raiſe it toan Article 
of Faith upon theſe grounds is impoſſible. Let his Church: 


| therefore anſwer for no more , than what ſhe delivers for 


Faith ; let Prelates anſwer for their Atoms, and Authors for 
their own Opinions ; otherwiſe more Churches muſt be charg'd 
with Depofing and Kzn2-killing Dottrin, beſides that of Rome :. 
The Univerſey of Oxford having found'other Authors of Per- 
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nicions Books, and Damnable Dottrins, deſtruftive to the Sacred 
Perſons of Princes, their State and Government, belides Jeſuits. 
As may be ſeen in Their Decree, publiſh'd in the Lozdon Ga- 
zette, July 26. 1683. In which they condemn'd twenty 
ſeven falſe, impious, ſeditions Propoſitions, fitted to tir up Tu- 
mults, overthrow States and Kingdoms, to lead to Rebellion, 
Murder of Princes, and Atheiſm it ſelf. Of which number 
only three or four were aſcrib'd tothe Jeſuits ; the reſt having 
men of azother Communion for their Fathers. And this Do- 
Arin was not firſt condemn'd by Oxford; W hat they did 
here in the Year 1683. having been ſolemnly done in Pars 
in 1626. Where the whole Colledge of Sorbon, gave Sen- 
tence againſt this Propoſition of Sartfarellus ; viz. That the 
. Pope, for Hereſie and Schiſm, might depoſe Princes, and exempt 
the Subjefts from their Obedience ; the like was done by the 
Univerſities of Caen, Rhemes, Poitiers, Valence, Bourdeaux, 
Bourges, and the Condemnation ſubſcrib'd by the Jeſazrs. 
And Mariana's Book was committed publickly to the flames, 
by a Provincial Council of his own Order, for the diſcourſing 
the Point of Kz»g-ki/ling Dottrin problematically, Why 
therefore ſhould this d:/oya! Dottrin be laid to his Church, 
whenas it has been writ againſt by ſeveral hundred ſingle 
Authors in her Communion, and diſown'd, and ſolemnly con- 
demn'd by ſo many famous Univerfities ? And why ſhould 
the Ations of ſome few Popes, with the Private Opinions of 
ſome Speculative Doffors, be ſo often and vehemently urg'd 
for the juſt charging this Doctrin upon the Fazth of the Church 
of Rome ; which, to a Serious, Impartial Conſiderer, areonl 

meer Fallacies, capable of Libelling all Soczeties in the World, 
of overthrowing all States and Kingdoms, and only fit Ar- 
guments for Kpaves to cheat Fools withal. There being no 
Government 1n the World which might not be eaſily. prov'd 
Tyrannical ; No Religion, Perſwaſion, or Society, which might 
not plauſibly be endited of Atheiſm ; if the Actions, Pre- 
tences, Claims, and Endeayours of ſome few of their Go- 
Vernonurs, 
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veru#ours, and Leading Men ; the Opinions, Writings, Bhan- 
lies of fome Authors, be once allow'd as ſufficient Evidence, 
for the bringing in the VerdiE&t of Guilty upon the whole. 
When Malice therefore and Envy have done their worſt in 
this point, to reader the Papiffs bloody and barbarous to the 
World ; yet 'tis certain, after all, that Popiſb Princes ſet as 
ſafe in their Thrones, enjoy as much Peace and Security, as 
any other Princes whatſoever. And that the Papi/ts in Eng- 
land can give as good proofs of their Loyalty, as the beft of 
thoſe that clamour ſo loud againſt them. They can bid de- 
fance to their Adverſaries, to ſhew any one Perſon of Hq- 
nour and Eſtate amonegft chem, or even four of any condition 
whatſoever, that bore Arms againft Chayfes the Firſt, during 
the whole time of his Troubles. They can make good, that 
there was ſcarce any amongſt them, that did not affiſt his 
Majeſty either with Perſon or Purſe, or both. And they can 
ſay, that Charles the Firſt was murder'd in cold blood by his 
Proteſtant Subjetts, after many hundreef Papi/ts had loſt their 
Lives for the preventing that Butchery 3 and that Charles the 
Second, being perſued by the ſame $S»bje#s for his Life, awd 
it amongſt the Papifts. 


— 


Loom 


21. Of Communion in one hind. 


E. believes, that 

. A he 1s no longer 
oblig'd to obey Chriſt's 
Cormmands , than his 


Church will give 'bim 


leave, And that there: 


| E believes, that he is 
 F oblig'd to obey all the 
Commands of Chrift : and 
that neither his Church, nor 
any other Pozer upon Earth 
can'timit, alter, or annul any 
Precept of Divine Inſtitution, 
contrary to the intention: of 
H the 


fore, tho' Chriſt inſti- 
tuted the Sacrament 
under both kinds, and 
commanded 1t to be 
receiv'd ſo by all ; yet 
he thinks it 1s not ne- 
ceſlary, for any todo 
ſo now, but Prieſts ; 
becauſe his Church, 
forſooth, hath forbid- 
den the Cup to the 
Laity; And put a 
Ftop to the Precept of 
Chriſt,who ſaid, Drink 
ye all of this, (Mat. 26.) 
Tadabmuſſiontowhich 
Church - Prohibition, 
all the poor people of 
his Commun1on con- 
tentedly reſt, while 
they ſee themſelvesde- 
frauded of great part 


of that benefit, which ' 


Chriſt left them, as 
his Laſt Will and Te- 
ſtament ; for the com- 


fort of their poor 


(50) 


the Law-giver, Neither 1s the 
Dental of the Cup to the Laity, 
a practiſe any ways fee 4 
to this his Belief: He being 


taught, that tho* Chrift In- 


ſtituted the Bleſſed Sacrament 
under both kinds, and. ſo de- 
hver'd it to his Apoſtles, who 
only were then preſent, and 
whom he had made Prieſts 
juſt before ; yet he gave no 
Command, that it ſhould be 
ſo receiv'd by all the Faithful: 
But left this 2nd:ferent; as 1s 
evident from his own words, 
where he attributes the ob- 
taining life everlaſting, (the 
End of the Inſtitution) ſome- 
times to the receiving under 
both kinds, ſometimes under 
oxe : as when he ſays: If any 
man eat of this bread, he ſhall 
ltve for ever. He that eateth 
me, even he ſhall live by me. 
He that eateth of this bread 
fhall live for ever, (Joh. 6. 
51,57, 58.) And a curious 
Reader may find as many 
Texts for thus Recerving un- 
der oe kind, as for the other. 
And St. Auguſtin was. ſo. far 
of this Opinion, that he fays, - 
that Chriſt. himſelf adminv> 
ſtred the Sacrament to. ſome 
of his Diſciples, under oe 

kind 
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Souls, and the Re. #:i»donly, viz. to thoſe two 


. _ goingto Emaus (Lak. c. laſt, 
medy of their Infir 30.) And that the Per” 


mites. afterwards did often practiſe 
the like, when they aſſembled, to break bread, (AFs 2.&c.) 
Which places He and other Fathers explicate of the Sacra- 
ment, ( Aug. 1. 49. de Conf, Evang.) And that this was the 
Cuſtom of the Primitive Chriſtians, to give it under oe 
kind, to Children, the Sick, and that men on a Journey uſed 
ſo to carry it with them, 1s atteſted by all antient Writers 
and modern Hiſtortans. Nay he finds, that this was the pra- 
Qiſe of the Church, to Communicate under oxe kind only, or 
elſe under both, as every one thought good, eſpecially in all 
Private Communions, tor the firlt four hundred years after 
Chriſt: and that the firſt Precept of Receiving under both 
kinds,was given to the Faithful by Pope Leol. in the year 443. 
and Conftirm'd by Pope Gelaſizs in 490. not for the correting 
any Abuſe, that had crept-1nto the Chyrch, but for the diſco- 
vering the Manichees, : who. being of. opinion, that Chriſt, had 
no true Blood, and that Wzze was the Gall of the Devil, us'd 
to lurk among the Chriſtians, and receiving under the form of 
bread only, as the reſt did, remain'd undiſtinguiſh'd ; till by 
this Obligation of all Receiving the Cup, (which they judg'd 
unlawful and abominable) they :'were all deteted. And, 
now, if a thing till that time Indifferext, was for theſe Motives 
determin'd by an Eccleſiaſtical Precept, and fo obſerv'd for 
many hundred _ without ſcruple or queſtioning the Au- 
thority ; why ſhould he doubt to ſubmit tothe ſame Aurhe- 
rity, when upon different Motires ang Circumſtances, they 
IiſTae forth another Precept. Few doubt of this, in the matter 
of Eating ſtrangled Meats-and Blood ; which, tho? forbid by 
the Apaſtles, {As 15.) and ſo unlawful, is now by another 
Order, and upon other Circumſtances, become a thing In- 
different, and like other things. And why then ſhould he 
{cruple in this, eſpecially ſince there's no Injury done, nor he 

H 2 defrauded 


(52) 
defrauded of any thing. For belieying the Rea/ Preſence of 
Chriſt ' in the Sacrament, he conſequently believes whole and 
Hving Feſ#s to be entirely contain*d under ether Species: And 
that receiving under oxe kind, he is truly partaker of the 
whole Sacrament, and not depriv*d of either the Body or Blood 


of Chriſt. 


22. Of the Maſs. 


HE believes, an in- 

f x cnat' 5 1n the 
Sacrifice made by Chriſt 
wpon the Croſs: And 
that bis Death will lit- 
tle avail us in order to 
aur Redemption, un- 
leſs we, by daily Sacrr- 
fcing him to his. Fa- 
ther, perfect what he 
began. And therefore 
little taking notice of 
St. Paul's words to the 
Hebrews, (Chap. 1.0.14.) 
where he ſays, that 
Chriſt our High- 
Prieft by one Oblation 
bath perfefied for ever, 


— — 


T E believes that the Sz- 
' crifice made by Chriſt 
upon the Croſs, was altogether 
ſufficient : That by it he Sa- 
ved andRedeemed us, paying 
the Debt of ſin, and ſatifyive 
the Infinite Juſtice of his Fa- 
ther : That by it he procur'd 
Means for our Salvation ; 
which Means are Faith and 
Good Works, and thatithe beſt 
of. all Good Forks, and moſt 
honourable to God, is the-Of- 
fering a Sacrifice, And as 
Chriſt's Worſhipping of God, 
Chriſt's Faſting, Chriſt's 
Praying and Suffering for us, 
does not hinder or evacuate. 
our Worſhipping of God, our 
Fafting , our Suffering , our 
Praying for our ſelves. So 
neither did his $ecr#fice, hinder 
or evacuate all Sacrifices for 
ever. 


them that are faniified We 
He thinks he ſhall ne- 
ver be ſanctified, but 


by the Offering made. 


by hisMaſs-Prieſts upon 
their Altars, when 
they ſay Maſs; and. 
thus wholly relying 


upon this ſuper tion ;, 


an invention of ſome 
crafty -Pope for the de- 
ceiving. Widows. and 
Credulows Women ; he 
is taught to neglect 
the Paton of Chriſt, 
and to put no hopes 
in his Merits, and the 
work of our Redempt1. 
on. - 
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ever. But as he inſtituted) 
Fatting, Praying, and Suffer- 
ing - his — that by. 
o doing, they might appl 
what he did, A Fon 
ſoalfo he inſtituted a Sacrifice, 
that by it they miphr apply 


' the merits of hy Sacy:fee ; 


and make it beneficial to their 
Souls: So that though he 
firmly believes, that Chrift 
oftered Sacrifice for our Re- 
demption, and by oze only Of 
fering,(ipoken of by St. Paul) 
any". by way of Redemp- 
ticn the Santification of all 
thoſe that are SanQified : 
Yet he alſo believes, that to 
receive the benefit of this Of- 
ferivug, we mult alſo do our. 
parts, by our Good Works con- 
curring with Chriſt, ſo be-. 
coming Lahourers together. 
with God, (1Cor.3.9.) and 
in ſome manner pwriſying our 


own ſelves, (1 Joh.3.3.) and therefore not omit the beſt of all 
Works, which is Sacrifice, proper-to none but God : Which 
our Saviour Jeſs Chriſt inſtituted at his laſt Supper, when 
leaving unto us his Body and Blood under two diſtzntt Species 
of 'Bread and Wine, he bequeath'd as a Legacy to his Apoſtles, 
not only a Satrament,but alſo a Sacrifice : A Commemorative Sa- 
crifice, lively Repreſenting in an #»bloody manner,the bloody Se. 
crifice, which was offered for us upon the Croſs ; and by a di- 


ntl he come; This*he' gave 1n charge to 


ftin&ion-of the Symbals,diſtintly , ſpewing hi Set CRE 
- Apoſtles , 
as 
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-as to the firſt and Chief Prieſts of the New-Teftament , and to 
their Succeſſors to Offer ; commanding them to do the ſame 
thing, he had there done at his /aft Supper, in commemorati- 
on of him. And this is the Ob/ation or Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
which has been obſerved, perform'd and frequented by the 
Faithful in all Ages, atteſted by the General Conſent of anti- 
ent Canons, univerlal Tradztion, Councils, and the p! aCtiſe of 
the whole Church, mention'd and allow?d of by all the Fathers 
Greek and Latin; and never cali'd into queſtion but of Jate 
Years : Being that Pure Offering, which Malachy, (Propheey- 
ing of Chriſt) foretold ſhould be offered among the Gentiles 13 
every place, ( Mal. 1.11.) as it is underſtood by ſeveral Fa- 
thers, and particularly, S. Cypr. 1. 1. c. 18., adverſ. Jud. S. 7e- 
rome. S. T heodoret. S. Cyril, in their Commentaries-upon this 
Text. S. Auguſtine, 1.18. c. 15. de Civit. S. Chryſoft. in Pſal. 
95. and others. 


23: Of Purgatory. x 


| E. believes,con- : E believes it dam- 
trary to all nable to admit. of 
any thing for Faith 

Reaſon,the Wor d of God, that is contrary to Reaſon, the 
and all Antiquity, that Word of God and all Antiqui- 
belides Heaven and #: And'that the Being of a 
Hell, there is a third 79474 Place, (ca'd Purgato- 
AE Rio 8; 636 Ch ry, ) 1s (0 far from being con; 
Place which his Church trary to all or any of theſe, 
1s pleas'd to call Pur ga- that it 15 atteſ{ted,, confirm'd, 
tory:; a Place intended 3nd __— by ar $30 
ualer £xn eb aſa afhic. Tis expretily inthe 2d.'of rhe. 
purely for thole of his  Maecehabees;C.12.where Mony 
0 was 


Communion , where 
they may eaſily have 
admittance after this 
life, without danger 
of falling into Hell : 
For that though FHe/l 
was defigned firlt, for 
the puniſhment of ſin. 
ners; yet that now, 
ſince the bleſſed diſco- 
very of Purgatory, Hell 
may .ealily be skip'd 
over; andanEternal 
Damnation avoided, 
for an. . exchange of 
ſome fort Penalty un- 
dergone in this Pope's- 
Priſon ; where he ne- 
ver need fear to be de- 
tain'd long ; for that, 
if he has but a friend 
left behind him, that 
will but ſay a few 
Hail - Maries for his 
foul, or in his Teſta- 
ment did but remem- 
ber to order a {mall 
fum to: be<preſented 
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was ſent to Hjeruſalem, that 
Sacrifices might be offered for 
the-ſlain: And tis recom- 
mended as a Holy Copitation 
to Pray for the Dead. * Now 
though theſe Books are not 
thought Canonical by ſome, 
yet St. Auzuſtine held them as 
ſich, and fays they are fo re- 
ceived by the Charch, (18. 
de Civit.) But whether fo, 
or no: One thing is allow'd 
by all, v:z. That they con- 
tarn nothing contrary to 
Faith, and thar they were 
cited by the Antient Fathers, 
for the Confutation of Errors, 
forming of good Manners, 
and the explication of the 
Chriſtian DoCtrine : Thus 
were tney us'd by Orzzex for 
Condemnation of the Valentz 
nian Fereticks, (Orig. in cap.s5. 
Ep. ad Rom. ) thus by St. Cy- 
prian, ( Lib. de Exhor, Mart. 
c. 11.) thus by Exſeh. Caſari- 
enſis, (Lib. Prepar. Evang.11.. 
c.x5.) thus by St. Greg. Naz. 
Ambrof. &c. And he is ina 
manner certain, that: theſe 
Books would never have been- 
put to his Ve by theſe Holy 
and Learned Fathers ;. they 
would never with ſuch. conft- 
dence have produc'd their” 

Authority, 


to'ſome Maſ&Preeſt ; he 
never need doubt of 

eing foon_ Releas'd ; 
fox that a Golden Key 
will as infallibly open 
the Gates of Purgatory, 
as of any other Priſon 
whatſoever. | 


( 56 ) 


Authority , nor would they 
have been read by the Church 
in thoſe Goldez times, had this 
Doftrine of a Third Place, 
and of Prayers \for the Dead, 
which they maintain, been 
any Jae Superſtition, a meer 
Dream, contrary to Reaſon, 
the Word of God and Antiqui- 
ty, or had it been any Erroy 


| at all, The Being alſo of a 

Third Place is plainly intimated by our Saviour, ( Matt. 12. 
32. ) where he ſays, Whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither | 
in the world to come, By which words Chriſt evidently ſup- | 
poſes, that ( though zhe/e ſhall not) yet ſome (ins are forgi- | 
ven in the World to come : Which ſince 1t cannot be in Hea- | 
ver, where no ſiz enters ; nor in Hell, whence there is no Re- | 
demprion ; it mult necetJarily be ſome Midale-ffare: And in 
this ſenſe it was underſtood by St. Anzn/tize nigh twelve hun- 
dred Years ago, as 15 manifeſt in his Works, ( Czv. Deg. l. 21, 
C.13, & 24. & lib. 6. cont. Julian. c. 15.) loallo by St, Grego- | 
ry the Great, ( L. 4. Dial.c. 39. ) ſo by St. Bernard againſt 
the Hereticks of his time. In the ſame manner does St.” Au- | 
»/tine underſtand thoſe words of St. Paw, (1Cor.3.i5.) He 
Jomſelf ſhall be ſaved: yet ſo as by fire. Where he thinks him 
to ſpeak of a purging fire, ( Arg. in P/al. 37.) So the fame 
Father underſtands that Priſo# of -which St. Peter ſpeaks, 
( 1 Pet. 3.19.) to be ſome place of Temporal Chaſtiſenrepr, 
( Aug. Ep. 99.) And if this great Do#or of the .Churchiin 
thoſe Purer times, found fo often in the Bible, « Place.of Pains, 
after this Life, from whence there was Releaſe ;- how can any 
one ſay, without great preſumption, that the Being of a Third 
Place, 18 contrary to the Word of God ? Neither can the Anti- 
qutty of this DoCttrihe- be more juſtly caltid a > 
= - | which 
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which is found ſo carly mention, not only by this Holy Fa- 
ther ; but even by others his Predeceſſors, the Diſciples of 
the Apoltles, and the beſt W/;zxeſſes of their DoQrine, ( Dro- 
aſe. 1. de Eccl, Hier. c. 75. In Atts SS. ro & Felicit. menti« 
on'd and approv*'d by S. Augsft, l. 1. de Arims & jus Orig. 
c. 10. 1.3.c. 9. 1. 4. c.18. Tertul. l, de Cor. Mil. c. 3. Cypr. 
Ep. 66. ad Cler. Arnob. 1.4. cont. Gen. pag. lt. ) and many 0- 
thers quoted at length by the Learned Natals Alexand. 1 om. 
9. Hiſt. Eccl. difſert. 41.) And as for the Reaſon of this Tenet, 
he is bound to think it does not want it, ſince he finds it aber- 
red by {uch Vertuous, Learned and Conlidering Men, whom 
he dares not reckon Fools ; never hearing, that theſe us'd ro 
Believe, but upon very good Grounds and ſubſtantial Reafons. 
And he thinks he is able to give ſome himſelf, by what he has 
learn'd from the Scriptures,and theſe Fathers, For having been 
taught by theſe; #7, That when a ſinner is reconcil'd to 
God, though the eternal Puniſhment due to his fins, is always 
remitted, yet there ſometimes remains a Temporal Penalty to 
be undergone. As in the caſe of the 1/raelites, ( Num. 14.) 
who by Moſes*'s Prayers obtained Pardon for their Murmuring, 
and yet were excluded the Land of Canaan, As in the Caſe of 
David, ( 2 Sam. 12, ) who was puniſh'd in the loſs of his 
Child, after his fin was forgiven. Secondly, That there are 
ſome fins, which of their own nature are Light and Verzal,fuch 
as cool the fervour of Charity, but do not. extinguiſh it, from 
which even Holy Men are not exempt, and of which it 1s ſaid, 

that the Juſt Mar falls ſeven times, ( Auguſtin. Enchir, c. 70. 

> lib. Queſt. Off. tr. 9.26.) Thirdly, That to all fins, whe- 

ther great or ſmall, ſome Pezalty is due to the Juftrce of God ; 

who as he has Mercy to forgive, has alſo J«/tice to puniſh': ſo 


. thatas St. Auguſtin ſays, (in Enarr. in Pſal. 5o. ) Wheſcever 


ſeeks to God for mercy, muſt remember that he «' juſt, and that his 
ſin ſhall not paſs unpuniſhed. Foxrthly, That generally ſpeak- 
1 tew Men depart out of this life, but either with the guilt 
of lome hght offences and werzal ſins,or elſe obnoxious tolome 
Ro, % I Temporal 


/ 
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Temporal Puniſhment due to former {ins forgiven. From theſe 
Heads, Diſcourſe leads him immediately to the Vecef/ity of 
ſome Third Place. For ſince the Infinite Goodneſs of God can 
admit nothing into Heaven, which 1s not c/eap, and pure from 
all ſin both great and ſmall: And his Infinite Fuftice can per- 
mit none to receive the Reward of Bliſs, who as yet are not 
out of debt, but have ſomething in Juftice to ſuffer : There 
muſt of neceſſity be ſome Place or State, where Souls, depar- 
ting this life, pardon'd as to the Erernal Guilt or Pain, yet ob- 
noxious to ſome Temporal Penalty, or with the guilt of ſame 
wenial faults, are Purg'a and Purifid before their Admittance 
into Heavey, And this is what he is taught concerning Pur- 
gatory,. Which, though he knows not, Where it «; of what 
aature the Pains are, or how long each Soul us detained there ? 
yet he believes, . that thoſe, that are in this Place, being the | 
Living Members of Jeſus Chriſt, are reliev'd by the Prayers of | 
their Fellow-Members here on Earth, and that the Charitable 
Works perform'd upon their Death-bed,and the Alms difpos'd 
on in thew La## Will, are very available afterwards in'order 
to their ſpeedier releaſe. F- | 


24. Of Praying in an Unknown T ongue. 


E is counſelPd by his 
Church to be pre- 
ſent at Sermons,fuch 


as he is able to: underſtand ; 


E 1s counſell'd 
& by hisChurch, 
to be preſent at Ser- 


mans, but never per- 
mitted to hear any, he 
1s able to underſtand : 
they being all deli- 


they being always deliver*d 
in the YVaulpgar Language of eve- 
ry Country : In France, French: 
in Spasn,Spaniſh:in Italy, Itali- 
an: 1n England, (if permitted) 
Emg- 


verd in an unknown 
Tongue. He 1s taught 
to Pray, but it muſt 
be in Latin, He is 
commanded to afſiſt 
at the Church-Service, 
and to hear Maſs, but 
it muſt be wath- 
out underſtanding a 
word ; it being all 
perform'd in a Lan- 
guage , of which he 
1s altogether Tgnorant. 
And thus1s miſerably 
deprivd of all the 
comfortable Benefits 


of Chriſtianity: Hear- 


ing, but without Un- 
derftanding ; Praying , 
but without reaping 
Fruit ; afliſting at 
Publick Afemblies, 
but like a Stock or 
Stone, without feeling, 
or any the leaſt ſenſe 
of Devotion. 
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Exglijb.They being purely id- 
tended for the good Inſtruction 
of the Congregation preſent, 
He is taught to _ and al- 
ways provided of ſuch Books 
of Devotion, as he is capable 
of underſtanding; every Na- 
tion being well furniſhed 
with ſuch helps, extant in 
the Language Proper to the 
Country. He1scommanded 
to aſliit at the Church-Ser- 
vice, and to hear Maſs; and 
in this he is inſtructed ; nor 
to underſtand the Words, bur 
ro know what # done. For 
the Maſs being a Sacrifice, 
wherein is daily commemo- 
rated the Death and Paſſion of 
Chriſt, by an O#/atzon, made 
by the Prieſt, of the Body and 
Blood of the Immaculate 
Lamb, under the Symbols of 
Bread and Wane, according 
to his own I»ſtitntion : *tis 
not the buſineſs of the Con- 
gregation preſent, to employ 
their ears in attending to the 
Words ; but their Hearts 1n 
contemplation of the Divine 


Myfteries : by raifing up fer-. 


vent afteQgions of Love, 
Thankſgiving, Compaſſion, 


Hope, Sorrow for ſins, Refolutions of amendment, &c. that 
thus having their Heart and Intention united with the Priefts, 


, 


I 2 they 
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they may be partakers of his Prayers, and of the Sacrifice he 1s 
then Oftering ; than which, he believes nothing 1s more ac- 
ceptable to Ged, or beneficial to true Believers. And for the 
railing of theſe atteQtions in his Soul, and filling his Heart 
with the extaſies of Love and Devotion, he thinks 1n this caſe, 
there's little need of Words; a true Fazrh, without theſe, is 
all-ſufticient. Who could but have burſt forth into Tears of 
Love and Thankſgiving, if he had been preſent while our Sa- 
viour was tied to the P/lar, Scourg'd and Tormented, though 
he open'd not his mouth, to the By-ſtanders, nor ſpoke a 
word ? Who would have needed a Sermon, to have been filld 
with Grief and Compaſſion, if he had ſeen his Saviour expos'd 
to the ſcorn of the Jews, when he was madea bloody ſpeCta- 
cle by Plate, with, Ecce homo, Lo the Man? Who'could have 
ſtood cold and ſenſeleſs, upon Mount Calvary, under the Croſs, 
when his Redeemer was hanging on it, though he had not 
heard, or not underttood a word that he ſpoke ? Does any one 
think that thoſe Holy Women, who tollow*d their Lord, in 
theſe fad Paſſages, and were Witneiles of his Sufterings, wan- 
ted Holy Aﬀections in their Souls, becauſe he ſpoke not ; or 
were they ſcandaliz'd at his filexce ? Was not their Faith in 
him that ſuffered, by which they believed him to be Chri/# Fe- 

ſas, true God and Man, laying down his life for the Redempr- 
on of Man, ſufficient to excite in their Souls; all the Paſſions 
due from a ſinful Creature, to his bleeding Redeemer, to his 

Crucitied Jeſizs ? The like Faz#th alſo is ſufficient to fill him 
with Devorion, when he is preſent at the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Maſs : For believing, that Chriſt is there really preſent before 
him, under the Species 'of Bread and Wine, and that He that 
lies upon the Altar, 1s the Lamb of God that takes away the ſins 
of the World ; W hat need of more, to quicken 1n his Soul all 
the Aﬀettions of a Devour Lover ? Can he behold his Redeemer 
before him, and not break forth into Love and Thankſgiving ? 
Can he ſee him, that gives ſight to the Blind, health to the 
Sick, and life to the Dead, and yet ſtand ſtill ſenſeleſs and = 

mov'd, 
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mov'd, without putting any Pezitzoz to him, without asking 
any thing, for his 6/;na, ſick and ſinful Soul? Can he believe 
that, lie that gave his life tor the Vyorld, and died for our (ins, 
is there - before him, and-not be touch'd with ſorrow and com 
frition for his Offences? Can he ſee commemorated every dole- 
fel paſſage of his Saviour*s ſufferings, 10 the ſeveral Myſteries of 
the laſs, and yet not be ftill'd with grief and compaſſion ? Is 
not Jeſus welcom to a Devout Soul, although he come 1n /- 
lence ? 1s not the Preſence of Chrilt,a more torcing motive to 
a Chriftian,han any Humane Words could be? And it he mult 
needs have Words, let him behold with the eye of Fazth the 
gaping Wounds of his Redeemer, and fee if thoſe peak nothing 
to his Soul? If they do not, 'tis becauſe he wants Fairh, Ir 
nothing therefore concerns his Devotion, that the Maſs is ſaid 
in Latiz : If the Church has order'd it thus, ſo to preſerve Unz- 
ty; asin Faith, ſo in the External Worſhip of God, and to pre- 
vent alterations and changes, which it would be expos'd to, if 
inLuloar Languages: and other good Reaſons ; W hat's that to 
him ? He ſhould receive but little advantage, if it were in his 
Mother Tongue. For beſides, that the greateſt part is ſaid in 
ſo low 4 voice, that it is not poſſible he ſhould hear it; the 
Words do not belong to him ; that's only- the Prieſt's Office ; 
and his Obligation is, to accompany the Prieſt in Prayer and 
Spirit, to be a joint-offerer with him, to contemplate the My- 
fteries there repreſented, and to excite in his Soul Devotions 
according to to the exigency of every Paſſage: According to 
the Directions he finds 1n his Ezgliſh Prayer-Books, of which 
there are extant great variety,ſet forth for the help of the Ip- 


' morant ; by which they are taught the mearing of every pert 


UMI 


and Ceremony of the Maſs, and how to apply their Devotions 
accordingly. And if at any time he be preſent at other publick 
Devotions, as the Church-Offices, the Litanies, ſolemn T hankſ- 
givings, Exequies, &c. which are all perform'd in Latin ; or 
ſhould fay any private Prayers, or ſing an Fhmn in the ſame 
Language, which he underſtands not ; yet is he taught that 

this 
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this may be done, with great benefit to his Soul, and the accet- 
tance of God ; if at theſe occaſions, he does but endeavour to 
raiſe his thoughts to Heavey, -and fix-his heart upon his Mater. 
For that God does not reſpe& the Language of the Lips, but of 
the Heart, does not attend the motion of the T oxgue, but of 
the Mind; and if theſe be but direCted to him in Thankſgiving 
in Praifizg, in Petitioning, 1n Humiliation, in Contritivn, and. 
{uch like Acts, as circumſtances require, he heed not doubt 
but that God accepts his Prayers and Devotion. It being an 
undeniable thing, that, to ſay Prayers well and dewvomtly, "tis 
not neceſſary to have attention on the Words, or on the 
Senſe, of the Prayers: But rather purely on God: Of theſe 
three Attentiozs, this /aft being approv'd by all, as of greateſt 
perfection, and moſt pleaſing to God. And this he can have, 
whether he underſtands the Words or no. It being very uſu- 
al and ealte for a Petzrroner,to accompany his Perit7oz with an 
earnelt deſire of obtaining his ſuit, though the Laxgxage, in 
which it 1s worded, be n#knows to him. | 
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25. Of the Second Commanament. 
E 1s kept 1n [g- E is inſtrufted in his 
| whole Duty towards 


norance , as to H God, and moſt eſpe- 


an Eſſential part of his aj in- the Tex Command- 
Duty towards God ; ments, He 15 taught to un- 


never being permit- derſtand them all and every 


{ PRACT WP — one: that there's an Obligati-- 
ted to know the Com- . , Foblerving them, under 


mandments but by pain of eternal Damnation ; . 
hatyes. For in the and that whoſoever breaks 


Booksdeliverdto him Dy oz of them, loles the Fa- 
vour 


for his Inſtrucion , 
ſuch are Catechifms 
and Manuals, the:Se- 


cond Commandment 19 


wholly {eft out : And 
he by this means, 1s 
taught to fall into all 
ſort of Saperſtitious Wor- 
Hhip* and ' down-right 
Idolatry. And then the 
Commandments he 


does:learn; are un \uch. 


diſorder, by a confufion 


of the two firſt into 
of theſe, yet would he be out 


one, and a cutting the 
laft into two: by put- 


ting only three in the 


firft Table, and feven 
in the ſecond: That 


no realon-can be able. 


to juſtifie this mang- 


ling and. chopping, ur 


oppolition to all Au- 
thorrty and Antrqurty. 7 
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votr of God, and as certainly 


| hazards the loſs of his Soul, 


23 if he broke them all, And 
though ia the;ſhort Catechiſens 
and Manuals, 1n which the 
whole Chriſtian Dottrine 18 
deliver'd in the moſt compen- 
aiaxs and caſte method,in con- 
deſcendence to weal; Memos 
ried 3nd low Capacities, ; the 
Second Commandment ( a5 "O18 
reckon'd by ſome) be wholly 
omitted : Yet 1s it-to be ſeen 
at length,in other Cazeghiſms 


and. Dottrinat;j Books, za be 


met with every-where 1n 
| wn pleaty. And 1 any one 
ihonuld chance not to fee any 


-of all danger of -falliag; into 
any...\8wper tit 40ws. IV orfÞip Or 
Holatry: tos that having read 
his Firſt Commandment, Thou 
ſhalt have no other Gods before 
me ; he 1s taught,that by rhis, 
he is commanded to Serve, 
Lovg,Adore and Worſhipone 
only True, Livingand Eternal 
Fee = more : That *tis 
prbiddeg-humy to Warſhi 
any Samy a God, S 


to give it the honour due to God; "arid thir whbſoerer Wor- 


ſhips any Jdols, Images, Piltures, or any griiven thi 


(what- 


ſdever the Obje&t be, whether inHeayen above, inthe Earth, 
orinthe Waters under.che-Earth). for Gad, breaks the Com- 


' mandment 
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mandmnent,by committing 1dolatry,and ſtands guilty of an inex- 
cuſable and moſt damnable ſin. Now having been taught, that 
this is rhe intent of the fir/# Precept of the Decalogue, he thinks 
there can be bur little danger of his becoming Saperſtitiow in 

: his Worſhip, or an J1dolatey, for want of the Second: there 

being nothing in zhi5, but what, he is fully and exprelly in- 
{truCted in, by having learn'd the Frft : it being rather an 
Explication of this, than any New ad Diſtin# Precept : And 
for this reaſon he finds them in his Books, put together as 
Ore, or rather as the firſt Commandment with its explication ; 
by which means it comes abour, ' that there: are only. 7hree 
in the firſt T able, teaching him his Duty towards God; and 
Seven 1n the latter, concerning his Dry toy his Neighbeur ; 
which is the Diviſiaz aſſign'd by St. Avguſtiz. And though 
St. Ferom obſerves not this method, bur divides: them into 
Four and Six : yet there being no direction in Scripture con- 
cerning the Number of the Commandments, to be aſſign'd to 
each T able ; nor to let us know, which 1s the fr/#, which the 
ſecond, which the thir4 Commandmenty or which the /aff. 
He-is raughr, that ?ris but an anreceſſary trouble, to.concern 
himſe{f about the Namber of them, or Diviſion, whenas his 
whole buſineſs ought to be, the Obſervance of them in his Life 


1nd Converſation. 
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26. Of Mental Reſervations. 


| E: is taught-;'to | mm o:_ 
LJE 5. Baie alth with all forts 0 
SES, keep gra Fai th People, of whatſoever Jadg- 
with any) that are It- ,,xr or Per ſ[waſion they. be, 
puted Hereticks by his. whether in Communion with 
Church; andthat what- his Church,or no : he is taught 
; K 7 ro 


, 
I 
C 
J 


ſoever Promiſes. he has 


made, tho' never 10. 
politiveand firm, with. 
this ſort of People, he 
may lawfully break ; 


and cheat and cozen 
them without any 
ſcruple. And tho'he 
muſt not do this, by 
downright Lying, and 
telling Untruths ; for 
that would be a in ; 
yet he may make uſe 


of any indireCt ways, 


ſuch are d:fmmulation, 
equivocations, and men- 
tal reſervations, and by 
theſe means draw 
them into his ſnares ; 
and this without fear 
ofoftendingGod,who is 
well pleas'd, with this 
kind of pious crafts, 
and allows. of - theſe 
holy cheats. 
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Books of Direction. 


to ſtand to his Word, and. 
obſerve his Promiſe given, - or 
made. to any,. whatſoever:; 
and that he cannot. cheat. or 
cozen , whether. by dsfſem-- 
bling, equivocations, Or men- 
tal reſervations, without de- 
fiance of his own Conſcience, 


_ and the violation of God's 


Law. This is the InſtruCttion 
he receives from the Pu/pzt, 
the Confeſſionary, and his 
D The, 
holy Francs Sales, in his In- 


troduction to 8 Devout Life, 


(P..3- 6.30.) tells him plain- 
ly, Let your Talk be courteous, 
ank, ſincere, plain and. faith- 


 ful., without double. dealing , 


ſubtilty or diſſembling : this 
he is. taught to obſerve and 
practiſe, and that without 
this, *cis not poſlible topleaſe 
God. In the Catechiſm: ad 
Parochos,' compil'd by. order 
of the Council of Trent, and 
recommended to all Pariſh- 


"Priefts for the inſtruction of 


the Faithful, he is taught, 
that by the Eighth Command- 
ment 15 forbidden all difſimu- 
lation, whether in Word or 


Deed ; that cam ſcelere conjunita ſunt, to ſpeak or do other- 
wile, than for the intimation of what is in the mind, is abo- 
minable.and wicked. That no man can bear falſe witneſs 


againſt 


% 
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againſt his Neighbour, whether hs be Friend of Enemy. Atid 

ope irnorent XI, itt 4 Decfee iffued forth the Second of 

Mau#th,” And 199% kas ſteitly ammandet all the Faithful 
y Obetli 


rs of h6l thee, and under pain of incurring the 
DiVitie Vengeatice, that they hever Swear rquirnzally, or witti 
ahy metal reſervarios, upon nd account of pteterided coh- 
venience whatſoever; and that if any preſume either pub- 
lickly or privately to teach or maintain the Dottrin of Sweat- 
mg with eqdivocations Or mental reſervation, that they de fatto 
mcur Excommunication /ate Sertentiz, and cannot be ab- 
folv'd by any, but the Pope himſelf, excepting at the hour 
of death. He is taught. therefore-to ſpeak plainly and ſin- 
&tely, without 4i/iularions, equivocations, mental reſerva- 
tvs, br any fuck little: er7ifices, which cannot be but. very 
1jurious to all Sortery, and difpleaſing tothe Firſt Truth. And 
now if any Axthoars, in communion with his Church,” be pro- 
diced as Patrons of inward Reſerves, and grand abetcors of 
theſe mental jngpts, let them hold up their hands, and an- 
Kyet for thethielves ; their Church has declar'd for no ſuch 
Dottrin, and is nomote to be charg'd with their extrava- 
ant Opinions, than with theunexemplar lives of other her 

embers, whoſe irregularities are not at all derived from 
their Relzgz0», but from the negleCt of their own corrupt 
Inclinations, and giving way to the temptations of their 
Enemy. | 
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I 37 of 4 : Death: ” Repeniniee. 


HF is-bred up ina : 


total ne le& of 
the Seryice:of God, of 
all Vertue and Devo-. 
tion, while he 1s well 
and-.in good health ; 
upon; preſumption of 
a death-bed-repentanee 3 
and a confidence; that 
all his fins willbe cer 
tainly forgiven, if he 
can but once ſays Lord 
bave mercy upon me, at 


the la$t hour. And : 'tis. 
_ aſufficiept encourage-;; wl 


ment to him, to rely 
wholy upon this, to 
ſee, that there is no 
ſuch profiigate. Villarn , 
none that has liv'd, 
tho? to the heighth of 
wickedneſs and de- 


bauchery, of his com- 


E is bred up in. "the 
"Setvice ant! Love 'of 
7 rayghve work his Sat- 


wetio gn in ae $09 1repplivg, 
to provide:in healchrimg a- 
gaipſt the Laſt, hour, and by 
no +. means -to- rely” "UPON 8 
death-bef-yepent anre-3i far:chat 
Jen, eterally FROGS # 
xhey; 1 ive, 1o the 

p to be Fear'd d great, , that 
thoſe, who n dA 
alighty:and forluke: bim {af 
their /ife time, will never 
find him, at their dearÞ. 


_ So that, with St. Auguſtin, he 
doubts the RAO EV AI 
: B's 35 defer; SWEAR SeOORET an 


| thathour, and [AAS ni gr 
cOuragement-at-all zo do- at. 
However, if an Y are found, 
that haye. been |{0.negleciul 
of their Duty, as to put 
off this great buſineſs of Erer- 
nity tO . + Laſt Moment ; he 
is taught, that, in Charity, 
they ought to have all A 
fance poſſible ; to put them 
in mind of their condition, 
&S' W 


"0 
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munion ; but at his 
death he ſhall be a{- 
ſiſted by a Prie$, and 
ſhall receive an' Ab/o- 
lution from all his ſins, 
with an abſolute Pro- 
nuſe 'of being : ſoon 
admitted to Bliſs, and 
reigning with Chriſt, 
if he.can but ONCe ſay, 


that he 1s orry'; or if 


His Voice fail” hinr, 
ſignifie as much by a 
Ned of his Head, or 


the: Motion of a Fin- 


ger: 


preſerv'd from falling into de 


to excite them to a heart 


- deteſtation of all their Of - 


fences : to let them know 
that, .though they deſerve 
Hell-fire in puniſhment of 
their wickedneſs, yet that 
they ought by no means 
deſpair, tor that God is mer- 
ciful ;_ and, who knows, but, 
if they heartily call upon him, 


-and endeavour for a ſincere 


repentance, with an humble 


- confidence on the Merzrs and 
Paſſion of Feſwus Chriſt, he may 


hear their. Prayers, ſhew them 
Mercy and give them time to 
repent. Theſe are all the 


Promiſes can be given in this 
poant ; and this, is what he 
ſees daily ' praQtifd 3 . And 


if ſome, by theſe means, are 


ſpair ; *cis well; but as for any 


receiving from hence encouragement of coming into the 
like circumſtances, he thinks there's but little danger; eſpe- 
cially' ſince there's nothing ſo often repeated in” Books,” no 
more common SubjeCts for Sermons, than the diſplaying the 
manifold perils of de/aying ones Copverſton, and putting off 


Repentance till the laſt hour. 


28. Of 
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28. Of Faſting. 


E, is contented 

with the ap- 
pearance of Devotion 3; 
and looking not be- 
yond the name of 
Mortification , he its 
down well ſatisfied 
with the /hadow, with- 
out ever taking care 
for the Subſtance. And 
thus, being a great 
Pretender to Faſting, 
and the Denial of him- 
ſelf, he thinks he has 
ſufficiently complied 
with his Duty 1n this 
point, and made good 
his claim ; if he has 
but abſtain'd from 
fleſh; And tho at the 
ſame time, he regales 
himſelf at Noon,with 
all variety of the 


IS Charch teaches 
him, that the 4p-. 
| arance of Devo- 


e 
tion, he kms of Mortifica- 
tion and pretence to it, are 
only vain and fruitleſs things, 
if they are not accompanied 
with the /abtance. Andthat 
*tis but a very lame com- 
pliance with the Eccleſiaſtical 
Precept of Faſting, toabſtain 
from fleſh, unleſs all other 
exceſſes, are at the ſame time 
carefully avoided. ?Tis true, 
his Church has not forbidden 
on theſe days the drinking of 
Wine, but permits a mode- 
derate uſe of it, as at other 
times ; But is ſo far from pi- 
ving liberty to any of her 
Flock of committing exceſſes, 
rhat ſhe declares Drunkenneſs 
and all Gluttony whatſoever, 
to be more hainowms and ſcar- 
dalows (ins on ſuch Days, than 
on any other : They being 
exprelſ]y contrary , not ont 
tothe Law of God, but alſo 
to the intention of the Church, 
which 


choice Fiſh, and ſtuffs 
himſelf at Night 
with the beſt Con- 
ſerves; and delicateſt 
Funkets, and drinks all 
day the pleaſanteſt 
Wines, and other Lt 
guors: yet he per- 
1wades himſelf, that 
he 1s a truly Mortifed 
man, that he has molt 
Chriſtzan-like comme. 
morated the bitter 
Death and Paſſion of his 
Redeemer, and done 
a Work of great force, 
11 order to the ſup- 
preſſing his corrupt 


 Inclinations, and /a- 


tisfying for the Offences 
<< 5 Life Ns: 
he has ſuch a pre- 
poſterous conceit of 
things, that he be- 
lieves rt a greater ſin 
to eat the leaft bitof 
Fleſh on a Faſtins-day, 


( 70.) 


which appoints theſe times 
for the retrenching Debau- 
cheries and conquering our 
vicious Appetites. And now 
if any of his Profeſion make 
leſs ſcruple of being drunk on 
a Fafting-aay, than of cating 
the leatt bit of fleſh ; he know's 
nothing more can be faid-vf 
them, than of many others, 
wo will not break the Sat- 
ath day, by dong any: ſerwile 
Labour = y cog any ſerve | 
looking on this as a moſt 
damning fin ; and yet at\the 
ſame time, have little ſcruple 
of ſnearing, cur ſang, lying, or 
revelling the greatelt part of 
the day. Which is not, 'be- 
cauſe they have more liberty 
tor theſe, than the former; 
they being all moſt wicked 
Olences ; but becauſe- they 
that do thus, are but Chryi- | 
ſtians 6y halves, who wwh a 
kind of Phar:i{aical and Pay- 
tial Obedzence, ſeem to bear | 


ſomeof the Commandments 


molt zealouſly intherr hearts, 
while others they 'trampke 
under their feet; ſcrupling 
many timesat a oa, and at 
other occaſions paſſing by a 
Beam undiſtern'd : for which 

their 
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than to be downright 


drunk, or commit any 


other ezceſs: as.havin 
leſs ſcruple of break- 
ing theCommandmentsof 
God, than of violating 
any Ordinance of the 
Pope,or any Law of his 
Church. 


mand of God, by which the) 


COT) 


their Charch is not to be ac: 
countable ; but they them- 
{ſclves, as being guilty of a 
wilful blindnefs,. and. a moſt 
unchriſtian negligence. This 
15 the real caſe of ſuch of his 
Communion, who on days of 
Humiliation, while they ab- 
ſtain from Flyh , yet give 
{ſcandal by their intemperate- 
neſs. They have a Com- 


are oblig'd on 4/l days to live 


ſoberly, and to avoid all Gluttony and Drunkewneſs ;. and on 
Faſting days, beſides this Command of God, they have 
a Church-Precepr, by which they are bound (if able) roeat 
but one Meal in a day, and that not of Fleſh. And now 
if ſome are fo inconſiderate and careleſs, as to |be ſcru- 
pulouſly obſervant of oze of theſe Commands, and wholy 
negligent of the other ; *tis not becauſe their Religion 
teaches them to do ſo, ( which deteſts and condemns 
all ſuch ſcandalous partiality, and complying with their 


Duty 
all good Inftruftion , 


by halves ) but becauſe: they ſhut their ears to 
and chuſe rather. to follow their 


own corrupt Appetites, than the wholſom Do&trin of their 
Church. | | 
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29. Of Diviſions and Schiſms in the C burch. 


E is of a Religi- 
on, 1n which 
there are as many 
Schiſms, as Famles : 


And they are {ſo divi- 


ded in their Opinzons, 
that commonly, as 
many as meet 1n Com- 
pany ; ſfo-many ſeve- 


ral Tenets are main-- 


tain'd. Hence ariſe 
their infinite and end- 
leſs Diſputes ; and the 
diſagreement of their 
Divines, who pretend 
to give a true and ſo- 


lid explication of the 
Myſteries of the Chri- 
{tian Faith, and yet 
differ 1n as many Points 
as they write of, Be- 
ſides, what variety of 
Judgments are there 


E is of a Religion, in 
which there are no 
Schiſms or Separations ; all the 
Members of it ( however 
{pread through the World ) 


agreeing like one Maz in eve- 


ry Article of their Faith, by 
an equal ſubmiſſion to the De- 
terminations of their Church. 
And no one of them, though 
the moſt Learned and Wiſe, 
ever following any other Rule 
in their Fazth, beſides this, of 
afſenting to all, that the Chitich 
of God, planted by Chriſt, aſſs- 
ſted and protedted by the Hvfy 
Ghoſt, propoſes to the Faithful 
to be belicwd, as the Dottrine 
of the Apoſtles, and receiv'd 
as ſuch in all Ages, Which 
is, all unanimouſly to belzeve 
as the Church of God believes. 
No one of his Communionever 
doubting of this,or ſcrup'ling 
to receive any thing, after his 
Churches Declaration.' And 
now , though they all thus 
conſpire in every Point of 
Faith ; yet there is great di- 
; verſity 


in-their Religrous Hou- 
ſes and Chiſters, none 
agreeing with ano- 
ther, in their Fownda- 
tion, Inſtitution and Pro- 
feſron ? Thus being of 
the Re/igion of St. Do- 
minick, that of St. Fran- 
cis, a third of St. Ber- 
nard, others of St. Be- 
nediF; and 1o with- 
out Number ; ſo that 
as many Orders, as ma- 
ny Religions. And yet 
they pretend to Chr: 
ftian Unity, amidſt this 
diverſity growing upon 
them every day. 
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verſity amongſt the School-men 


in their Divinity-points and 
Opinions of: ſuch matters, as 
are no Articles of Faith, and 
have no relation to it, but as 
ſome Circumſtance or Manner ; 
which, = never defin'd 
by their Church,may be main- 
tain'd ſeverally, either rh, 
or that way , without any 
breach of Faith, or injary to 
their Religion : And of theſe 


_ things only they Diſpute, and 


have their Debates, in man- 
ner of School-Exerciſes, with- 
out any diſagreement at all 
in their Be/ef,but with a per- 
fect Uyity. The like UOnity 
1s there amongſt the Re/igrows 
Orders, all which ſay the fame 
Creed, own the ſame Authort- 
zy in the Chyrch of Chriſt ; 
and inevery thing profeſs the 
fame Faith ; and have no 


other differences, than as it were of ſo many ſeveral ſteps or 
degrees in the praQtiſe of a Devout and Holy life. Some be- 
ing of a more Severe and Srrict Diſcipline, others of a more 
Gentle and Moderate. Some {pending more time in Praying, 
others more in Watching, others more in Faſting ; fome being - 
intended for the Catechiſizg,and breeding up of Youth ; others 
for taking care of Hop:tals,and looking after the S:ct ; others 
for going amongit Infide/s, and Preaching to thein the. Goppet 
of Chriſt, and for ſuch like Pious and Chriſtian Defigns, to 
the greater Glory and Honour of God. Which differences , 


make no other difterence in the w—_ Profeſſors, than there 


WAS 
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was between Mary and Martha, who expreſs'd their Love and 
Service to their Lord in a very different employ ; |but,both 
commendably, ' and? without any danger of prejugicing the 


Urity of their Fairh. 


” 30. Of Fryars and Nuns. 


E 1s taught to 
have a high C- 
{teem for all thoſe of 
his Communion, who 
Cloiſtring themſelves 
up, become Friars and 
Nuns ; a fort of Peo- 
ple, who call them- 
telves Reltgrous, and 
are nothing but a Re- 
ligious Cheat under 
the cloke of Piety and 
—_— to Devotion, 
ecelving the World ; 
and living to the 
heightof Wickedneſs, 
under the notion of 
Saints. They vow Cha- 
ſity, Poverty and Obe- 
dence, and obſerve no- 


E 1s taught to have a 

. high etteem for thoſe 

or hi5Communion, who under 
take that fort of life, which 
according to Chriſt's own dt- 
rection, and his Apoſttes, is 
pointed out as the.beff, A lort 
of People, who endeavour tg 
perform alt that God has C2;z- 
manded, arid allo what he has 
Comnfe/Pd, as the better, and 
and in order to. more per fects 
0x.They hearChriſt declaring 
the danger, of Rzches ; they 
therefore embrace a voluntary 
Poverty, and lay afide all Tr 
tles toWealth and Poffeſions. 
St. Paul Preaches, that be that 
giveth not hu Virgin in Marrt- 
age, doth better than he that 
ves; and that ſhe that is nn- 
married careth for the things 
of the Lord, how ſhe may % 
holy, both tn botly and ſpirit * 
They therefore chuſe a fp le 

ſtate, 


G 


thing feſs ; but live 


in all reſpects 10 irre- 


gular and ſcandalous, - 
that were.there to:be 


taken a compendious 
draught of all the 
Luxury, Pride, Cove- 
touſnels, Irreligion; 


and other. Vices; thro” 


the whole World, it 
might be madell'd ac- 


cording to what is.act-.: 


ed between any - of 
theſe four Walls, in 
which theſe Recluſes 
live, without danger 
of omitting any thing, 
that is wicked and 
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fate,. Conſecrating their His 
ginity to God ; that ſo'they 
may be wholly 1ntent on his 
fervice , and be careful how 20 
pleaſe him; while ſhe that is 
married careth for the things 
of ' the World, bow ſhe may 
pleaſe her Fiusband, ( 1 Cor. 7. 
J2, 33, 34/38. ) The Gofpel 


+ Pyoclaims, that thoſe that will 


follom Chriſt , muſt deny them- 
ſelves; they therefore re- 
nounce. their owe wills, and 
wirhout.reſpett totheir own 
wh waclinativas, pas their 

fe inia perpetual Obedjeuce. 
Andbecaule theWorld is cor- 
rupt, ſq that to a Pious Soul, 
every:-bulineſs is'a Diffratt;op, 


..every-diverlion a Temptation, 
and more frequent the Provo- 


cations to £v/, than Exam» 
ples to Good; they therefore 


unchriſtian. retire from it as much'as pof- 
RI SOS 1 fGible ;' and confining: them- 
{eives to a little Corner or Cell, apply themſelves wholly to 
Devotion, making Prayer their buſineſs, the Service of God 
their whole employ,and the Se/varion'of their Souls their only 
deſign. And now,if in theſe Rererements, where every thing is 
order'd,as it may be moſt advantageous for the promoting Yer-- 
te and Devotion, nothing permitted that is likely to prove a 
diſturbance to Godlineſs, or allurements to Evil, yet ſome 
live ſcandalouſly, and give 41 example to the World ; What 
can be faid ; but that no Szate can ſecure any Man: and that 
no ſuch proviſion can be made in order toa Holy Life, but it 
L 2 may 
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may be ab#sd ? But yet he does not think that ſuch ab»ſes, and 
the vitiouſneſs of ſome, can be argument enough to any juſt 
and reaſonable Man, to condemn the whole, and the Inſtitution 
it ſelf. Is not Marriage abus'd an infinite number of ways, 
and many forc'd to embrace this ſtate, or at leaſt to accept of 
ſuch particular Perſons contrary to their own choice and 
liking? Is there any ſtate in this World,any Condition, Trade, 
Calling, Profeſſion, Degree, or Dignity whatſoever, which is 
not abas'd by ſome ? Are Churches exempt from abuſes? Are 
not Bibles and the Word of God abus'd ? 1s not Chriſtianity it 
{elf abus#d, and even the' Mercy. of God abus'd ? If therefore 
there is nothing ſo Sacred and Divine in the whole World, 
which wicked and malicious Men do not pervert to their ill 
deiigns,tothe high diſhonour of God,and their own Damnati- 
on: How .can any one upon the'meer conſideration of ſome 
abuſes, paſs Sentence of Condemnation againſt a thing, which 
otherwiſe is Good and Holy ? *Tis an undeniable truth,that to 
embrace a Life exempt, as much as can be, from the turmoils 
of the World ; and in a quiet retirement to Dedicate ones ſelf 
to the Service of God, and ſpend ones days in'Prayer and: Con- 
templation, is a moſt commendable undertaking, and very be- 
coming a Chriftiay. And yet if ſome, who enter ſuch a courſe 
of life as this ; fall ſhort of what they pretend, and inſtead of 
becoming eminent in Vertue and Godlineſs; by their unex- 
emplar lives, provea Scandal to their Profeſſion : Is their Rule 
and Inſtitution to be condemned ; or rather,they who ſwerv'd| 
from 1t ? No, let not the Dignity of an Apefte, ſuffer for the 
fall of Jud.zs: Nor the Commanaments lie under an aſperſion, 
upon the account of thoſe that break them. 
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31. Of Wicked Principles and Praflices. 


E 1s Member 

of a Church, 

which 1s called Holy ; 
but 1n her Doftrinand 
Praftices 10: Foul and 
Atominable, that who- 
ſoever admires her 
for Sandity, may upon 
the ſame groungs do 


homage to Vice it ſelf. 


Has ever any Society 
ſince Chriſt's time , 
appear'd in the World 
ſo black and deform'd 
with Helliſh Crimes 
as ſhe? Has not ſhe 
outdoneeventhe moſt 
Barbarous Nations & 
Infidels with her Im- 
pieties, and drawn a 
{ſcandal upon the 


name of Chriſtian, by 


her unparallel'd Vi- 


E is Member of a 
Church, which, ac- 
cording to the gth 


Article of the Apoſtles Creed, 
he believes to be Holy ; and 
this not only in Name, but 
alſo in Dofrin;* and for 
witneſs of her SanCtity, he 
_— to her Councils, Cate- 
chiſms, Pulpits, and Spiritual 
Books of Direftion ; in which 
themain deſignis, to imprint 
in the hearts of the Faithful, 
this comprehenſive Maxim of 
Chriſtianity ; T hat they ought 
to love God above all things, 
with their whole heart and ſoul ; 
and their neighbour, as them- 
ſelves. And that none flat- 
ter themſelves, with a con- 
fidence to be ſaved by Faith 
alone, without living ſoberly, . 
jauftly and pionſfly ; as*ris in 
the Council of Trent, Sefſ. 6. 
c. 11. SO that he doubts nor 
at all, but rhat as many as 
live according to the dire- 
tion Of his Church, and in 
obſervance of her Dotrin,live 
holily 


ces ? Take buta view 
of the horrid PracCti- 
ces ſhe has been en- 


gag'd in,of late years ; 


conſider the French 
and Iri/hþ Maſlacres, 
the Murders of . Henry 
theT hird and Fourth, 
Kings of France, the 
Holy League, the Gun- 
pane regs ,the Cru- 
elty 0 neen Alary, 
the F See of pr" 
the late 
Year 1678. to ſubvert 
the Government, and 
deſtroy his Majeſty , 
the death of Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfrey , and 
an infinite number of 
other ſuch like devi- 
liſh Contrivances;and 
then tell me, Whether 
that Church,whach has 
been the Author and 
Promoter of tuch bar- 
barous Deſigns, ought 
to be eſteem'd Holy, 


{$4.8 


lot in the 


holi!ly 1n the Service and Fear 
of God ; and with an hum- 
ble confidence in the Merits 
and Paſſion of their Redeemer, 
may hope to be received, af- 
ter this Life, into-Eternal 
Bliſs. But that a// in Com- 
munion with his Charch do 
not live thus holily, and in 
the fear of God, he knows 
*tis too, too evident ; there 
being many in all places, 
wh y forgetful of their 
Duty, giving themſelves up 
to al ſorts of Vice, and guilty 
of moſt horrid Crimes. And 
tho? he 1s not bound ro be- 
lieve all to be Trath, that is 
charg'd upon them by Ad- 
werſaries; there bemg no 
Narrative of any of thoſe 
deviliſh .Contrwances and 
Practices laid to them, where- 
in Paſſion and Fury have not 
made great 4#ditions ; where- 
in things D#4z0z are aot 1m- 
prov'd into Certainties, Sy- 
ſpicions 1nto Realities, Fears 
and Fealonuſics into Subſtantial 
Plots, and down-right Lies 
and Recorded Perjuries into 
Pulpit, nay Gofpel-truths. Yet 
he really thinks, tiat there 
has been of Men his Profeſſion 
of every rank and degree, 

| learned 
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and reſpected for Pie- 
ty and Religion, or 
rather be condemn'd 
for the Miftris of Ini- 
quity , the Whore of 
Babilon , which hath 
polluted the Earth 
with her Wickednels, 
and taught nothing 
but the Docrin of 
Devils ?. And let ne- 
ver 10 many Pretences 
be made, yet tis evi1- 
dent , that all theſe 
Execrable Practices 
have ' been done ac- 
cording to the known 
Principles of this Holy 
Church, and that her 
greateſt Patrons, the 
moſt Learned of her 
Diwnnes, her moſt emi- 
nent Biſhops, her Pre- 
lates, Cardinals, and 
even the Popes them- 
ſelves, have been the 
chief Managers of 
theſe Hellith Contri- 


learned andunlearned, high 
and low, Secular and Eeccle- 
faſtick, that have been ſcan- 
da{ous in their Lives, wicked 
in their Deſigns, without the 
fear of God in their hearts, 
or care of their own Salva- 
tion. But what then ? Is the 
whole Church to be con- 
demn'd, for the vicious Lives 
of ſome of her Profeſſors ; 
and her Do#rin to ftand 
guilty of as. many Villanies, 
as thole commit, who neg- 
le& to follow it ? If fo, let the 
Men of that Society, TJudg- 
ment or Perſwaſion, who are 
pos in —_ wy circumſtances, 

ins the firft fone, Certain- 
ly had, way of palling ſen- 
tence, be once allow?*d as juſt 
and reaſonable, there never 
was, nor ever will be, any 
Religion or Church of God 
upon the Earth. TTis but 
reck'ning up, the Idolatries, 
Superſtitions, 'Cruelties, Re- 
bellions, Muyders of Princes; 
Impieties, and other fich 
like Enormities, committed 
by the Jews, as they ſtand 
recorded in Scripture '; and 
*tis immediately prov'd, that 
the Jews were never the c/9- 
ſen People of 'God, nor therr 


> Lan, 


( vo ) 
vances. And. what Cav, the Diftatesof Heaven. 


<HAER" 'Tis but making a Liſt of the 
Ore CO _— 
more convincing Ar Miſdemeanours, Irregularities, 


gument , that they Abuſes, Exceſſes, 1 reacherjes, 
are all well approved, Simony, Separations, Difcords, 
and conform to the Erroncovs Dottrins, to be 


4. found even in the time of the 
Religion taught by Apoſtles and their followers ; 


their Church ? and they are a'l effetually 


prov'd to be the Diſciples of Aztichriſt, and that the 
World's Redeemer had no ſooner aſcended into Heaven, but 
his Apoſtles left him, and began to ſet up for Schiſm and Vice. 
By this way, Conſtantine may be evidently condemn'd for an 
Heathen, becauſe he murder'd his Wife and his Son. And 
the Religion of Theodoſius be mark'd out for Atheiſm, becauſe 
by his order, Seven Thouſand Theſſalonians, were treache- 
rouſly maſſacred in three hours ſpace, without diſtinftion of || ' 
Sex or Ape, or the Innocent from the Guilty. A Confident || * 
Undertaker would find nodifficulty in proving all this ; eſpe- || © 
cially if he had but the Gift, of exaggerating ſome things, |} " 
miſrepreſenting others, of finding Authorities and Texts 4 J 
every idle Story, of charging the extravagant Opinions of || « 
every ſingle Author upon the Religion they profeſs, of raking 
together all the Wickedneſs, Cruelties, Treacheries, Plots, 1 
Conſpiracies, at any time committed, by any ambitious fu 
Deſperado's, or wicked Villains: and then poſitively aſ- J #c 
ſerting, that what theſe did, was according to the Do&rin 
of that Church of which they were Members ; and that the It 
true Meaſures of the Sanity and Goodneſs of the Charch in £4 
whoſe Communion theſe Men were, may be juſtly taken 
fromthe Behaviour of ſuch Offenders. But certainly no Man 
of Reaſon and Conſcience can allow of ſuch Proceedings. 
No ſober Man would eyer goto Tyburn, and Whetftones-Park, F 
to know what is the Re/:gis7 profeſs'd in England according 
to Law. Nor would look into all the Sinks, Jakes, we 
S, 
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hills, Common-fſhores about Town,' from ſuch a ProſpeCt to 
givea true Deſcription of, the City. - Why theretore ſhould 
the Character of the Church of Rome and her Dotrzx be 
taken only from the looſe Behaviour and wicked Crimes of 
ſuch, who, tho? in Communion with her, yet live not accord- 
ing to her direction ? She teaches Holinefs of Lite, Mercy to 
the Poor, Loyalty and Obedience to Princes, and the Neceſ- 
ſity of keeping the Commandments, (witneſs the many 
Books of Devotion and DireCtion, made Ezgliſh, for publick 
benefit, written originally by Papiſts) and great numbers 
there are (God be prais'd) who practice this in their Lives. 
Ani now it there be many alſo, who ſtop their ears: to good 

Inſtruction, and following the Suggeſtionsof their own ungo» 
vern'd Appetites, of Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Luxu- 
ry, &c. 1o lay aſide all concern of Salvation, and' become 
unchriſtian both to God and their Neighbour , that they 
are a ſhame to their Profeſſion: why ſhould the Church 
be repreſented according to: the wickednefs of thoſe that 
neglect her Do&riz, and not rather by the Piety and 

- | Exemplar Lives of ſuch as follow it * Is not this to 

ce || deal by her, (if we may uſe ſuch a Compariſon) as 

, || 'tis generally done by | the S/en 'of St. Dwſtar, near 

2 | Zemple-bar : on which, tho? the Saznt be drawn almoſt inthe 

full proportion, and there's no more of the Devsl on it, be- 

C. || fides the reaching towards him with a pair of Forgs ; yet'tis 

delcrib'd only by the Name of the: Devi/-Tawexn, without 

'e {ie leaſt mention of the Saizre? And is not this partzabity 

n (unjuſt, and theſe piece avea! Deſcriptions unreaſonable. Let 

the CharaFer of the Church be given according to what ſhe 

teaches, and not according to the Writings of every poſitive 


=} Opiniator, and the Practices of every wicked Liver, and then 
k, Ftbere'sno fear of. its 'coming out fo #2 fr and deform'd. Nei- 
og tier ler any one pretend-ro demonſtrate the Faith and Prix- 
10- Fiptes of rhe Papiſts by the Works of every Divine in that 
Ile ommunion ; or by the Actors - every Biſbop, Cardznal, 

or 
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or Pope ; for they extend not their Faith beyond the Decla- 
rations of General Councils : and ſtanding fait to theſe ; they” 


yet own, that many of their W/7zters are too looſe 1n their 
Opinions, that all Biſhops and Cardinals are not ſo edifying, 
as it becomes their ſtate; and that Popes may have their 


failings too. 4 Pope is a Temporal Prince, keeps a Cours, 


has variety of Officers about him. And if he has Flatrerers, 
and Miſcaformers too, *tis nothing but what all Princes are 
ſenſible of, but cannot remedy. And hence he doubts not, 
but *cis poſſible that he may be engag'd in unlawtul under- 
takings, and invite others to the like. And are not all other 
Princes ſubje& to this too? But what then ? Theſe ACtions 
of Popes concern not the Faith of thoſe, who are in Com- 
munion with them ; they may. throw a ſcandal indeed upon 
the Religion, but they can never alter its Creed, But what 
need any other return to the numerous Clamours made daily 
againſt the wickedneſs of the Papifts? *Tisa ſufficient Vind1- 


cation of their Chief Paſtors or Popes, (to uſe the words of 


a Perſon of Quality) that among two: hundred and fifty, 
that have now ſucceſſively bore that Charge, there are not 
above zex or twelve againſt whom, their molt malicious ad- 
verfaries can find occaſion of ſpitting their venome ; and 
that a Challenge may be made to the whole World, to ſhew 
but the fifth-part of ſo many ſucceſſive Governonrs, ſince the 


Creation, of which there have not been far more that have . 


abusd their Power, And as for their Flock and People own- 
ing this Authority, *tis true, many wicked things have been 
done by ſome of them; and too many like Libertines, neg- 
let the care of their Souls : but however the Gererality of 
them live like Chriſtiaxs ; few come to them, but with their 
Religion they change alſo their Manners for the better ; few 
deſert them, but ſuch who ſeem to be falPn out with. all 
Chriſtianity: and whoſoever will look into any of our neigh- 
bouring Popiſh Towns, as Paris, Antwerp, Gant, &c. will 


find in any oze of them, more Praying, more Faſting, more 
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receiving the Sacraments, more viſiting Priſoners and the Sick, 
more Alms giving, than in any tex Towns of the Refor- 


mAHIOR, 


H E. is ſo given up 
to the belief of 
idle Stories and Ridicu- 
lous Inventions in favour 
of his Saints, which he 
calls Miracles; that 
nothing can be related 
10 every way abſurd, 
fooliſh and almoſt im- 


poſſible, but it gains 


credit with him ; and 
he 'is ſo creduloully 
confident of the.truth 
of 'them, that there's 
no difference to him, 
betwixt theſe Tales, 
and what he reads in 
Scripture, Tis a pretty 
Romance, to ſee what 
is recounted of Saint 
Francts's' Cord, the Sca- 


32. Of Miracles. 


E 1s not oblig'd to be- 

'Þ lieve any one Mzracle, 
befides what is in the Scrip- 
tare; and for all others, he 
may give the credit, which 
in pradexce he thinks they de- 
ſerve; conſidering the Hoxe- 
[#y of the Relator, the Autho- 
rity of the Witneſſes, and ſuch 
other circumſtances, which 
on the like occaſions uſe to 
gain his aſſent. And if upon 


. the account of meer Hiſtory, 


and the conſent of Authors, 
few make any doubt ,- but 
that; there was ſuch an one as 
Ceſar, Alexapnaer, [eames 
Luther, &c. Why jhould he 
doubt of the truth of many 
Mziracles, which have not on- 
ly the like conſent of Authors 
and Hiſtory, bur alſo. are at- 
teſted by great numbers of 
eye-witneſſes, examin'd by Au- 
thority, and found upon Re- 
cord, With all the formalities 

"0 due 
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pular , Saint Anthony, 
Saint Bridgit,and other 
{ſuch Fawourites of Hea- 
ven. He that has but 
read the Atchieve- 
ments of theſe, may 
excule the peruſal of 
Bevis of Southampton, 
the Seven Champions, or 
Quevedss Dreams ; for 
theſe have nothing to 
compare to the for- 
mer;,either for the rare 


due to ſuch a Proceſs ? Saint 
Auguſtin relates many Mira- 
cles done 1n his time, fo does 
St. Jerome and other Fathers, 
and if they doubted nothing 
of them then, Why ſhould he 
queſtion the truth of them 
now? He finds that in the 
time of the 0/d Law, God fa- 
vour'd many of his Servants, 
working Miracles by their 
hands; and he thinks now 
that Gods hand is not ſhort- 
ned; that the Diſciples of 
Chriſt are no leſs Favonrites 
of Heaven, than thoſe of 


. Moyfes ; and that the New Law 
invention 5 wonder ft ul may LG very well allow'd 
ſur pr ifes or perfor- to he as Glorious and as parti- 


mance of impoſſibles, cularly previledg*d as the Old + 
| ; eſpecially ſince Chriſt promi- 

fed that his Apoſtles, ſhould do greater. Miracles, than ever he 
himſelf had done. And what if ſome Miracles recounted by 
Authors, are ſo wonderfully ftrange, that to ſome they ſeem 
Ridwulows and Abſurd ; are they the leſs true upon. thits- ac - 
count ? Is not every thing Ridiculous to Unbelievers The 
whole Do&rine of Chrift,-is a Scandal to the Jews ard Folly to 
the Gentiles, And what more Abſurd to one that wants Faith, 
than the Miracles recounted in the O/d Teftament ? Might nor 
fuch an one turn them all into Ridicule and Buffoonry ? Take 
but Faith away, and fee what becomes of Bataam and his Af, 
Sampſon and his Jaw-bone, Elizs and his Fiery Chariot, Elijah's 
Mantle,, Axe-head and Dead-Bones, Gideon's Pitchers, Lamps 
and Trumpets in demoliſhing the Walls of Jericho, Moſes and 
his Burning-Buſb, his holding up his hands for the Viftory 
over 
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over his Enemies, his parting of the Red-Sea, and FJoſhua's 
commanding the Sun to ſtand till, &c. Might not theſe, and 
all the reſt be painted out as Rzdicaulows, as any ſuppoled to . 
be done ſince Chrilt's time, and be put in the ſame Liſt, wich 
the Hiſtory of Bews or Guy of Warwick ? A lictle zncredulity, 
accompanied with a preſumption of meaſuring Gods Works by 
Humane Wiſdom, w ill eaſily make the greateſt part of them, 
paſs for Follies and Abſnrd Imprſſibilities. And though he is 
ſo far from giving equal -aflent ro the Miracles related tn Scrip= 
tare, and the others wrought ſince ; that the former he be- 
leves witha Divine Faith, and the reſt with an /feriour kind, 
of aſſent, according tothe Grounds and Authority there is in 
favour of them, like as he does in Prophane Hiſtory : Yet the 
ſtrangeneſs of theſe, never makes him 1n the leaſt doubt of the 
Txath of them, ſince *cis evident to him, that-all the Works 
of Heaven far ſurpaſs all his reaſoning, and that. while he en: 
deavours but to look even into the very ordizary things daily 
wrought by God Almighty, the Moron of the Sun, Moon aid 
Stars, the Flowing of the Sex, the Growing of an Ear of Corps, 
the Light of a Candle, the Artifice of the Bees, &c. he quite 
loſes hraſelf, and is bound'to confeſs his. own Tenordnce and 
Folly, and that God is Wonderfal in all his Works, a God ſur- 
paſſing all our. knowledg. W hatſoever therefore is related upon 
good grounds ,. as done by the extraordinary Power of God, 
hes ready:to aſſent to it,: althongh he ſees neither the: hour; 
- the. why noti the wherefore;;. being ready to attribute allto the 
Honour and Praiſe of his Maker, to whofe Omnipotent Hand, 
moſt of poor Man's impoſſibles, are none. 
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33. Of Holy Vater. 


+ FE highly ap- 
| proves the Su- 
peritious uſe of many 
inanimate things , and 
attributes wonderful 
effects to ſuch Crea- 
tures, which are but 
in a very - inferiour 
rank, and able to do 
no {ſuch things. Holy 


Water is m greateſteem 
with him, ſo are Bleſ- 


ſed Candles, Holy Oyl 
and Holy Bread ,. in 
which -: he. puts 1o 


much confidence; that 


by the Power of thele, 
he thinks himſelf 1e- 
cure from all Witch- 


craft ,-Enchantment,.. 


and all the power of 
the Devil ; nay, that 
by thc help of theſe 


E * utterly diſap- 
. proves all ſorts of 


H Superſtition. And 


yetis taught tohavean eſteem 
for Holy Water, bleſs'd Canu- 


Ales, Holy Oyl, and Holy 
| Bread; not doubting,but that 
. as ſuch Men, who have Con- 


{ecrated themſelves to the ſer- 


'vice-bf God, in the Preaching 


the Goſpel and Adminiſtrati- 
on of the Sacraments, have a 
particular reſpect due to 


them, | above. the Lazty : As 
'Charches Dedicated to. God, 


are otherwiſe to be look*d on, 
than other. dwelling Houſes : 


So likewiſe*thefe other Crea- 


tures, which are particularly 


.deputed by the-Prayers and 


Bleſſing of the Prieſt, to cer: 
tain uſes for God's own Glo- 
ry,and the Spiritual and Cor: 
poral good of Chriſtians, 
ought to be reſpected in a de- 
gree above other things. And 
what Superſtition in the uſe of 
them ? Has not God himſc 

preſcrib'd ſuch inanimate 
| thing 


ſenſeleſs Mediators he 


may obtain remiſſion 


of his venual or light- 
er {ins. And in the uſe 


of theſe things, he 1s 


taught by his Church to 
be 10 obſtinately poſt- 
tive, as if he had the 
Authority of Fathers 
and Scripture to: back 
it, whenas there 1s not 
the leaſt grain of Rea- 


ſon, no hint of Antiqui- 


ty, no Text through- 
out the Word of God for 
the defence, com- 
mand,or ever-permil- 
fion of it. 
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. things, and Holy Men made : 


uſe of them, for an intent 
above their - natural Power ; 
and this without any Superſti- 


0z? Was there Superltition - 
in the I aters of Jealouſie, . 


( Numb. 5.17.) IatheShew- 


Bread, in the 1 ables 'of Stoze, 


in the Salt us'd by E11j4h for - 


{weetning the inteted Wa- 
ters; in the Liver of the Fyſh 
taken by the Angel Raphaet 


% 


for expelling the Devil ? Was - 


it Superſtition in-Chri/t to uſe 


Clay,for the opening the eyes - 


of the Blind : or in the Apo- 
ftles to 3mpoſe hands for the 
bringing down the Holy Ghoſt 
upon Chriſtians ; or to make 
uſe of Oy/ for the curing the 


fick? ( Mark 6. 13.) And - 
though there be. no expreſs 
Command in Scripture tor Blel- 


ſing IWater, Bread, &c. yet there is this aſſurance, that every 


Creature ts ſanitified by the Word: of God and Prayer, ( 1 Tim.” 


4. 5.) and frequent Promiſes, that God would-hear the Pray- 
ers of| the Faithful. Why therefore ſhould he doubt, but that 


theſe Creatures, on which the Bleſizg of God is ſolemaly im- - 
plor'd by the Word of God and the Prayers of the Prieſt and 


People, for their ſand ification, are really ſanified, accordin 

to. the aſſurance of the Apoſtle, and the Promiſes of God « 
St. Cyril of Jeruſalem, who liv*d in the Third Century, made 
no queſtion, but that as thoſe things, which are. Otfered to 
Idols, though pure in their own nature, are made impure by 


the Invocation of Devils : ſo on the contary , ſimple Water 1s 


made 
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mace Holy, and gets a Sanfity, by vertue receiv'd from the 
Invocarion of the Holy Ghoſt, Chriſt our Lord and lus eternal 


Father, (Cyr. Catech, 3.) St. Augnſtin was of the ſame Fudg- 


ment, touching the Bexediction of Bread ; affirming, that 
the Bread which the Catechumens did take, tho” it was 
not Chris Body, yet it was holy ; yes, and more holy 
than the Meat wherewith we are nouriſh'd, ( Aug. Tom. 7. 
L. 2. de Pecc, Mer, & Remiſ. c. 26.) The like is to be ſeen 1n 
the Epiſtle of St. Alexander, who govern'd the Church but fifty 
years after St. Peter; where he declares the Cy/tomeven at that 
time of bling Water, and confirms the Practice of 1t by his 
Command. And that Water thus bleſsd was capable by ver- 
tue receiv'd from Heaven, of working ette&ts above its own 
Nature, was the Sentiment of Chriſtians in the Primitive 
times ; Epiphanizs makes early mention, (Tom.2.1.1.cont hay. 
her.3o.) where he relates a pailage at length, how that Water 
being bleſſed in the Name of Jeſus,and ſprinkled uponFire, which 
by Witchcraft was made unattive and hindred from burning, 
immediately the Enchantment ceas'd and the Fire burn'd, 
As alſo that a Poſſe/-'d perſon being beſprinkled with 4/eſd 
Water, the Party was immediately cured. T heodorer, has 
the like Narration, of the Devil hindring fire from burning, 
and how that he was chaced away, and the Charm difſoly'd 
by bleſſed Water being thrown on it, (1ib.5. Ercleſ. hift.c. 21.) 
And does not St. Hrierom (in vit. Hilarion, p. 323. Parisprint.) 
make this relation, how that Ira/iczs took Water from bleſſed 
Hilarion, and caſt it on his bewitched Horſes, on lus Char- 
riot, and the Barriers from whence he us'd to run, and that 
the Charm or Witchery did ceaſe upon the ſprinkling this 
Water ; ſo that all cried out Marnas wittns eff a Chriſto. 
Chriſt hath conquered Marnas ? (the Idol.) And now, there's 
no jeering and ridiculing theſe things, will ever make them 
look- like idle Snperſtirions, to one that conſiders ſeriouſly, 
how much they are grounded upon Reaſon, the Word of God, 
Antiquity, and the Authority and Pradtice of the Catholick 
Church ; 


; 
; 
} 
. 
| 
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Church; which though it approves the uſe of them; yet it 
teaches plainly, that there is no Confidence to be put in any 
thing, but only in Jeſ#s Chriſt ; and what power theſe things 
have, they have not of themſelves, but only from Heawes, 
and by the invocation of the Name of Jeſws; who as by 
his heavenly Bling, he enables us to do things above the. 
power of Nature ; 1o alfo by the Prayers of his Church, he 
bleſſes theſe things, in order to the working etfeCts above their 
own natural qualities, that by them his Fatherly Benefits 
may be applied to us, and that fo the Faithful may more par- 


ticularly honour and bleſs him in all his Creatures. 


34. Of Breeding up People in Ignorance. 


' JE is train'd up in 
Ignorance ; and 'tis 

the chief means made 
uſe of by his Church, 
for preſerving -Men 
in that Communion , to 
hide from them her 


_ manifold Myſteries of 


Iniquity, her fſottiſh 
Superſtitions , her un- 
chriſtian Dofrins, by 
performing all in un- 
knozpn Tongues, and not 
permitting the poor 


E has all the liberty, 
encouragement and 
convenience ' of becoming 
learned, of any People or Per- 
{waſion whatſoever. And 
none that has ever look'd 
over any Library, and found 
that the greateſt numbers 
and choiceſt Books of all 
Sciences, have men of his 
Communion tor their Authors 
None that in his Travels, has 
taken a thorough view of the 
Univerſities in Popiſh Coun- 
tries,. of the Sorbon, Louvain, 
Salamanca, Bologn, &c. and 
conſider'd their laborious ſtu- 


dies, in Philoſophy, Divinity, 
N 


Fiſto- 


miſled People to look 
into, or underſtand 
any thing that they 
Believe or Profels. 
And by this blindneſs 
they are perſwaded 
to embrace ſuch infi- 
nite numbers of gros 
Errors, that were but 
the vail taken from 
their eyes, but for one 
half hour, and they 
but permitted to-have 
one fair proſpect of 
their Religion, thou- 
ſands and thouſands 


would daily deſert 


her and come over to 
the Truth. 


( 50) 


Hiſtory, the Fathers, Councils, 
Scripture, &c. and beſides the 
Students here, has ſeen how: 
many thouſands there are in. 
Religions Houſes, who, free. 
from the diſturbances of the 
World, make Vertue and 
Learning the buſineſs of their 
whole Lite ; will ever lay Is- 
norance to the charge of the- 
Papiſts ; but muſt. 1n juſtice 
confeſs, that amongſt them, 
are to be found as waxy, and 
as great Scholars, as amonglt 
any People or Society in the 
World. Andtho* the YVulzar 
and common ſort, of that Pro- 
fſion, underſtand not Latin ;. 
yet are not they train'd up in 
z7norance of their Religion , 
nor ledalong in b/7dzeſs ; but 
are ſo provided of Books in 
their own Mother-tongue, of 
Inſtruction and Devotion, 


wherein is explicated the whole Duty of a Chriſtian, every ' 
Myſtery of their Faith, and all the Offices and Ceremonies per- 
form'd in the Church ; that they mult be very negligent, or 
elſe very meanly parted, who do not arrive to a ſufficient. 
knowledge of their 0#1:gation in every reſpett. And whoſo- 
ever has ſeen the great pains and care ſome Good: men take: 
abroad, inexplicating, on Sundays and Holy-days in their 
Churches, and on Week-days in the Streets, the Chr;/t;an 
Dofrin to the crowds of the ignorant and meaner ſort of 
people ; not omitting to reward ſuch as anſwer well, with 
tome ſmall gifts, to eacourage Youth and provoke them to a 


COM- 


(91) 

commendable emulation ; will never ſay, that the Papi/ts keep 
the -poor people in Igxorence, and hide from them:their. Re- 
ligion ; but rather that they uſe all means for inſtruQting the 
Ionorant, and omit nothing that can any ways conduce for 
the breeding up of Touth, 1n the knowledge of their -Fairh, 
and letting them ſee into the Religion they are to profeſs. 
Neither does it ſeem to him, even ſo much as probable, that 
if the Church-Offices and Service, &c. were perform'd in the 
Vulgar-tongue, that upon this the now-Ignorant and blind- 
led people, would immediately diſcover ſo many idle Super- 
ſtitions, ſenſleſs Devotions and groff Errors, that they would 
in great numbers upon the {1ght become deſerters of that 
Communion, in which now they are profeſs'd Mexbers. For 
ſince there is nothing done but in a LANGUage, which -the 
Learned, Judictous and Leading Men of all Nations do every 
where underſtand, and yet theſe eſpy no ſuch Ridiculoſities, 
which fright them from their Fai#5; but notwithſtanding ._ 
the ſeeing all thorough and thorough, they yet admire 
all. for ſolid, holy and apoftolical, and remain ftedfaſt in 
their Profeſſion : how can 1t be imagin'd, that the vulgar, 
weak and unlearned ſort, did they but underſtand all as well 
as they, would eſpy any ſuch Errors and Superſtitions, which 
theſe others, with all their Learning and Judgment cannot 
diſcover ? No, he thinks there's no reaſon to fear, that what 
paſſes the Teſt among the Wiſe and Learned, can be grounded- 
ly call'd in queſtion by the Multitude. | 
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25. Of the Uncharitableneſs of the 
Papilts. 


Is Church teaches 

him to be very 
uncharitable ; 1t being 
her conſtant Doctrin, 
that none out of her 
Communion can be 
Saved. So that let a 
man be never 1ſ1o ho- 
neſt in his Dealing, 
never 1o juſt to his 
Neighbour, never ſo 
charitable to the Poor, 
and conſtant in his 
Devotion to his Ma- 
ker ; yet all this ſhall 
avail him nothing, if 
he be not a Member 
of his Church, *Tis 
not enough for him 
to believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, to confeſs him 


Is Church teaches him. 

no rnchar itableneſs at 

all, and the Doctrin ſhe de- 
livers concerning the deſpe- 
rate eſtate of Fereticks and 
Schiſmaticks, 1s nothing but 
what ſhe has learnt from the 
mouth of Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles. Among the laſt Ad- 
vices, recommended by our 
Saviour at his Aſcenſion, 1s 
found the Sentence of doom 
pronounc'd againſt all ſuch 
as would not receive the Do- 
ctrin preacl'd by the Apoftles. 
Preach the Goſpel ({ays Chrilt, 
Mark 16.16.) to every Crea- 
ture : he that believeth, and is 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved : but 
he that believeth not, ſhall be 
damn'd, And this is all his. 
Church delivers inthis point, 
repeating the ſame Sentence 
of condemnation againſt all 
{uch, as will not receive and 
believe tie Dottrin left by 
Chriſt, and preach'd by his 
Apoltles. 


his Redeemer, to be- 
lieve that he died for 
our Sins, that he roſe 
again, and aſcended 
into Heaven ; unleſs 
he believes andaſlents 
to every Article and 
Tenet declar'd by any 
of his General Councils ; 
for that obſtinately 
to deny any one of 
thele, does as certain- 
ly place him at the 
Left hand of the ws 
as if he perverſly 
ſtood out againſt the 
truth of Chriſtianity, 
and denied 7eſus Chriſt 
to be God. And by 
this means, as many 
as by his Church are 
mark'd out for Schiſ- 
maticks or Heretichs,are 
to expect nothing but 
Damnation ; or ra- 
ther are condemned 
already. | 
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Apoſtles. And if among 
thoſe that believe not, ſhe 
comprehends not only 1» f- 
dels and Fleathens , but alto 
all Hereticks and Schiſmacicks; 
*tis nothing but whar ſhe bas 
receiv*'d from the Apoſtles ; 
who did not only ſhake the 
duſt off their feer, in wyneſs 
againſt thoſe whodenied them 
entrance, and refus'd to be+ 
lieve in Jeſus ; but alſo de- 
nounc'd fuch-of the Brethren 
to ſtand guilty of damnation; 
who notwithſtanding their 
belief in Jeſus, that he died 
for the Redemption of Man, 
and that Riſing again he 
Aſcended into Heaven ; did 
make Dzviſions amongſt the 
Faithfu), or Preach'd any new 
Dottrincontrary to what they 


had deliver'd. St. Paul is ve- 


ry expreſs inthis, who fore- 
relling. Timothy ( 1 Tim. 4. 
I, 2, 3.) of ſome, who in [at- 
ter times, would come and 
Preacha Dottrin, Forbidding 
to Marry, ana commanding to 
abſtain from Meats, which God 
hath created to be received: 
brands them with the infa- 
mous title of men that. de- 
part from the Faith, giving 
heed to ſeducing ſpirits,and do- 
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- Frins of devils. Tn theſe words plainly letting him underſtand, 
that tho? theſe Men would not deny Chrift,yet that theirfalſe 
Dottrin in thoſe two other Points, wereenough to makethem 
Seducers, Deſerters of Chrift, and Leaders to the Devs/. And 
does not he as expreſly in his 24 Epiſtle to Timothy (c.2.0.16, 
17,18.) condemn Hymenews and Philetus , for prophane and 
vain bablers, increaſers of ungodlineſs, and overthrowers of the 
Faith, who concerning the truth erred only in one Point, ſaying 
that the Reſarreftion #« paſt already ? By which 'tis maniteſt to 
tim, that the Doftrina now taught him by his Church, 1s 
nothing but what ſhe has learnt from St. Paz, and the reſt of 
the Apoſtles; it being deliver'd by them, that heis a /yar who 
aenieth that Teſs is the Chriſt, (1 Joh. 2.22.) And that eve- 
ry ſpirit that confeſſes not, that Jeſus Chriſt, i come in the fleſh, 
not of God, (i6.c.4.9v.3.) And not only this, bur likewiſe, 
'A man that is an Heretick, after the firſt and ſecond admoni- 
tion, rejeet ; knowing that he that is ſuch, ts ſubverted and ſin- 
neth , being condemned of himfelf, (Tit. 3. 10,11.) With 
this weighty advice to the Brethren, in which they are com- 
manded ix the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to [pak all the 
ſame thing, that there be no diviſions among them, but that they 
be perfettly joined together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame 
Judament, (1Cor. 1. 10.) For that having ſtrife and dywiſions 
among them, they will ſhew themſelves to be carnal, and to walk 
45 men, (ib.c.3.v.3.) That therefore, there being but one 
body , and one ſpirit, one Lord, one faith, and one baptiſm, 
they ſhould endeavour to keep the unity of the ſpirit,in the bond 
of peace, and not be toſſed to and fro like chilaren, axd carried 
about with every wind of dotrin, by the flight of men, and cun- 
ing craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, ( Epheſ.c.q.. 
V.3,4,5,14.) Who transforming themſelves into the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, are falſe Apoftles, deceitful werkers, (2 Cor. 11. 13.) But 
certainly accurſed, for that rroubling the faithful they would per- 
vert the _ of Chriſt, and preach another Goſpel, than that 
which had been preach'd by the Apoſtles, (Gal.1.7,8.) And this 
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is the Sum of the DoQtrin of his Church, which believing: 
that Faith is neceflary to Salvation, it being impoſſible, without 
Faith to pleaſe God, (Heb. 11.6.) cachin lion that the 
Faithful ought to hold faſt the profeſſion of their Faith with- 
out waversg, for that not only they loſe it, who deny Jeſs 
Chrift to be God, as {ſome have done : but alſo all thoſe, who 
endeavorto pervert the Grpel of Chrif,andin any point of Faith 
obſtinately deny,or teach otherwiſe than was taught by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, as Hymenens and Philetws did : {o that,, 
that Chriſtian makes but a very imperfe&t and lame pro- 
feſſion of his Faith, who can only ſay, I believe that Feſws 
Chrift is come'in the fleſh,and that he is God and Manghe Redeemer 
of the world : unlets he can with truth add this likewiſe. I 
alſo believe the whole Goſpel that he preach'd, and every point of 
Faith,that he has taught and deliver'd to us by his Apoſtles : there 
being the ſame Obligation to obey his Precepts, and hearken 
to his Words, as to acknowledg the Divinity of his Perſon ; 
and it being a ſinof the ſame blackneſs, obſtinately to oppoſe - 
any point of his D-##rize, as to deny the truth of his Per/cz. . 
"T1s not therefore any «ncharitableneſs in his Church,to declare. 
plainly this miſerable unhappy ſtate of all fuch, who wilfully. 
oppoſe and ſeparate from the Dorine of Chriſt, deliver'd-by 
the Apoſtles, and continued in' the Catholick Church; and 
of ſuch who 4diſobey and _ from the Government of the 
{ſame Church, which Chrilt has Commanded all to hear and 
obey : But *tis her Zeal ſo to do, and the ſame. folicitude for 
the ſalvation of Souls, which moy*d the Apoſtles heretofore, 
to Preach the like Doctrine to their Flock ; as alſo the Primi- - 
tive Chriſtians to expel their Communion, and Anathema-- 
tize all fach, who by broaching erroneous Tenets, contrary | 
to any point of Receiv*d Doctrine, or by diſobedience, did” 
wilfully divide themſelves from the Belief or D:ſcipline-of the 
Catholick Church : Such as were Marcion, Baſilides and Barde- 
[ſanes, who were Condemn'd in the Firſt Age; for oppoling 
that Article of our Faith, in which we believe the Reſurrett:- 
7 0#- 


18 


on of the Dead ; ſuch the Archonticks, Condemn'd likewiſe 
tor denying the xecefſity of Baptiſm : Such T atianwe, &c. for 
Preaching AMAarriage to be aulawful. Such the Millenarians, for 
maintaining a thouſand Years Reign of Chriſt upon Earth, 
with his Saints in ſenſual pieaſures. Ando in all Ages others 
were concemn'd upon the like account. Ic having been always, 
a received Cuitom, even 1a the pureſt time of the Goſpel, tor 
the Elders and Prelates, to whoſe charge Chriſt committed 
the care of his Flock, to oppole all thoſe that by new Do- 
Arine, or by making Schiſms and Diviſtons, d1d diſturb its 
peace : and not to permit any that by ſuch like means did 
endeavour to deſtroy its Unity, ſo much delir'd and recom: 
mended by the Apoltles. So that they were equally declar'd 
Enemies of Chriſtianity, who denied Chritt; and they, 
who confeſſing Chriſt, did yet contradict and reject any part 
of his DoQtrin. And this upon the Principle, that Chr;/tiar 
Faith ought to be entire. For that every Article, Myſtery and 
Point of it being deliver'd by the ſame hands, and recom- 
mended by the fame Authority ; whoſoever did oppoſe any 
one Point of it, was immediately judg*d guilty of all, in 
diſcrediting the Authority, on which the whole ſtood equally 
grounded. And this is that great Truth proclaim'd above 
thirteen hundred years ago, and now every where read in 
St, Athanaſinss Creed, MWhoſoewer will be ſaved: before all 
things it is neceſſary that he hold the Catholick Faith, Which 
Faith, except every one do keep Whole and Undefiled; without 
doubt, he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly, By which words was made 
known to the Chriſtian World, the Senſe and Noctrin of the 
then pure and unſpotted Church, as receiv'd from Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. Thar it is in vain for any. one to hope for Sal- 
vation, unleſs he firſt believe the Carholrck Faith ; and that 
whoſoever does not believe it Whole and Cudefiled, ſhall cer- 
rainly periſh everlaſtingly. Which is a DoEtrin like that de- 
liverdd by the Apoſile, concerning the oblervance of the 
Lawsof God ; that as whoſoever faz!s iz one, 2s made guilty 
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of all; ſd alſo, whoſoever disbelieves one Article of the Ca- - 
tholick Faith, does in a manner disbelieve all. There being 

no more hopes of Salvation tor one that denies obſtinately 
any oe Point of the Catholick Faith, tho" he believes all the 
reſt ; than there is for one, who keeps Nize of 'the Com- 
mandments, with the Breach of the Texth, An obſtinate 
oppoſition againſt exe Point of Faith, and a fin againſt one 
Commandment being as certainly damnable, as if *rwere 
againſt a1, There being the ſame reaſon, and an equal ne- 


ceſlity that the Obſervance of God's Law, and the Aﬀent to 


the Catholick Faith be alike extzre and Whole, And now 
being convinc'd, that none can believe to Salvation, but he 

that embraces the Catholick Faith thus wholly and extirely, by 

an-equal ſubmiſſionto all the Myſteries contain'd in it, with- 
out oppoſition to any. And being likewiſe convinc'd, that 
no one can arrive to the true knowledg of this Fazth , 
with an aſſurance of its Iztegrity, but by receiving it as pro- 
pos'd and believ'd by the Charch of Chrift ; Which Church was 
founded by the Son of God, watered with his Blood, and 
by an infallible aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, (by which it was 
to be taught all Truth to the end of the World, ) was ſecur'd 
from the danger of being deceiv'd or deceiving others, to the 
conſummation of things : he does not doubt, but as in the 
Apoſtles time, ſo alſo ever ſince, and at preſent, God addeth 
to this Church daily ſuch ag ſhall be ſaved, ( Aﬀs 2. 47.) there 


being no extire faith neceſſary to ſalvation, to be found out 
of this Church ; and no poſſibility, as St. Cypriax ſays, that 


God ſhall be a Father to any, who own not th# Church for 
his Mother. But now , where and whzch this Church is, and 
what Society of Men are Members of it, among ſuch va- 
riety of Pretenders ; tho' it may ſeem a great difficulty ro 
ſome to diſtingniſh ; yet to him it is none ar all for lince 
there is no other Church, beſides the Roman C:tholrck, which 
has had a continued and vihble Succeſſion of Biſhops an-4 
Paſtors in all Ages ſince the Apoitles ; no other that has con- 
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verted Infidel Nations to Chriſtianity : no other that has al- 
ways preſerv'd Peace and Unity amongſt its Members, all of 
them ſpeaking the ſame thing, and being perteCtly join'd to- 
gether in the ſame mind, and the lame judgment ; no other 
that by aſſembling the Elders and Prelates, has oppos'd in all 
ages Herelies and Schiſms, and condemn'd all thoſe, who not 
ſparing the Flock, have ſpoken perverſe things, endeavouring 
to draw away Diſciples after them : no other, that has, in obe- 
dience to the command of Chriſt, ſent Apoſtles amongſt In- 
fidels and Unbelievers, for the preaching tothem the Goſpel, 
and inſtructing them in Chriſtianity, and by this way, with- 
out Arms or Blood, have ſpread their Faith throughout the 
World : No other, that by evident and undeniable Miracles, 
have prov'd the truth of her Doctrin : No other, but what 
has begun by ſeparation, whoſe firſt Preachers have gox out 
from this; the time of their firſt Preaching, and ſhewing 


themſelves to the World, being upon Record, and their new - 


Dottrin cenſur'd and condemn'd by that Church , from. 
whence they ſeparated. Since, I lay, there's no other Societ 

or Chriſtian Congregation in the World, to which theſe 
certain Marks of the Church of Chriſt, does agree ; *tis evi- 
dent to him, that this is the ozly true Church ; that whoſoever 
denies any Article of her Faith, denies ſo much of Chriſt's. 
Doctrin ; that whoſoever _— her, hears Chriſt ; and who- 
ſoever obſtinately and wilfully 1s ſeparated from her, is in the 
{ame diſtance ſeparated from Chriſt himſelf: and finally, that 
God addeth to this Church daily, ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, ( Afts 


2. 47.) 


36. Of 


' 26. Of Ceremonies and Ordinances. 


I'S Church,up- 

on the pre- 
ſumption of being 
Apolſtolical and Com- 
miſlionated-by Chriſt, 
has brought inſuchan 
infinite number of un- 
neceſlary ſaperſtiti- 
ous Ceremontes,that the 
whole exerciſe of her 
Religion , conſiſts in 
nothing but a vain 
Pomp and empty 
Shew. And whereas 
Chriſtians are com- 
manded by the Apo- 
{tle to ſerve the Lord 
in Spirit and Truth: 
She has made void 
this Precept; and neg- 
lefting both Spiritand 
Truth , has reſtor'd 
the heavy yoke of 


IS Church has ap- 
pointed . a great 
number and variety 


of Ceremonies to be us'd in 
the Celebrating Divine Ser- 
vice, 1n the Offices and the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacra- 
ments. She has likewiſe ma- 
ny Obſervances, Ordinances, 
Conſtitutions appertaining to 
Diſcipline and the Govern- 
ment of the Flock. And all 
theſe as receiy'd, approv'd or 
inſtituted by her, every one 
in her Communion does em- 
brace, admit and willingly 
ſubmit to, without oppoſition, 
— or calling any into 
queſtion. Becauſe, although 


the Particulars thus appoin- 


ted or commanded be not to 
be found 1n Scripture: Yet 


there being 1n the Scripture, 


an expreſs. and abſolute com- 
mand piven to the whole 
Flock of Chriſt, of following 
and being obedient to thoſe, 
that have thus order*d theſe 
things ; in vertue of that com- 
O 2 mand 


Tewiſh Rites , without 
the {eaſt airhority of 
the Word of (04: But 
rather 1n expres op- 
poſition toit,h:s made 
theſe her Humane J:1- 
ventions take place of 
the Divine i.aw. And 
then beſides her Cere- 
monies, what an end- 
leſs account is there of 
other her Ordinances, 
Inſtitutions, Precepts, 
to which ſhe obliges 
all-in her Communi- 
on. How many are 
her Faſt-days, Rogati- 
on and Ember-days ? 
How many her Feſti- 
val and Holy-days * 
How many her In- 
JunEtions on. ſeveral 
degrees of People ? 
That Prieſts ſhall not 
Marry, that whoſoe- 
ver is in Orders, ſhall 
be oblig'd to the reci- 
ting or ſinging ſuch 
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mand they voluntarily, and 
without conſtraint, accept all 
that 1s of their appointment : 
Without accepting againſt 
any thing , unleſs it be mani- 
teſtly fintul. And this they 
look on, as a Chriſtian Duty. 
belonging to all ſuch,that are, 
by God's pleaſure, in ſubjeQt- 
on to higher Powers, or 
und:r charge. And there- 
fore, as a Servant having re- 
celv'd a Command from his 
Maſter, 1s oblig'd to comply. 
with it, 1n caſe it be not ſin- 
ful, although he cannot find 
the thing then particularly 
commanded,in Scripture ; the 
| _— Precept of Serv arts 
eing Obedient to Maſters, be- 
ing ſufficient to let him know 
his obligation, and to-remove 
all ſcruple; And as Children 
are in Duty oblig'd to per- 
form the Will of their Pa- 
rents, upon the Command, 
Obey thy. Father and thy Mo-. 
ther, whether the thing par- 
ticularly willed, be in Scrip- 
ture, or no. So they judg it 
the Duty of all Chriſtian Peo- 
ple to ſubmit without conten- 
tion to the Ordinances and 
Conftitutions of their Paſtors 
and Prelates ,. although the 
things 
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and ſuch Offices. That 


| Marriage ſhall not 


be permitted, but at 
ſome 1et times. And a 
multitude of other 
ſuch reſpective Com- 
mands,. which have 
no grounds in Scrip- 
ture,and no other Au- 
thority for them, be- 
ſides the Decrees of 
ſome Popes, who for 
ſomeprivate ends,and 
the making them- 
ſelves Great, thought 
fit to lay theſe burdens 
upon the People.Some 
being firſt inſtituted 
by Pope. Teleſporus, .as 
the Faſt of Lent: 


Some by Caliztus,. as 


the Ember-days : Some 
by Pope Nrcholas, as 
the Prohibition of 
Marriage: And 1o all 
the reſt, And yet, 
forſooth, all theſe 
muſt be obſerv'd un- 


things particularly order'd by 
them, be not expreſs'd in Scri- 
pture ; it being a ſufficient 
ground for this their Submil- 
{ſion and Obedience, that God 
has given them a General 
Command ; Obey them that 
have therule over you, and ſub: 
mit your ſelves: for they watch 
for your ſouls, as they that muſt 
give account, (Heb. 13.17.) 
Remember them which have th 
rule over you, who have [poke 
to you the Word of God, whoſe 
faith follow, (Heb. 13. 7.) 
So that to them it ſeems a ve- 
ry fallacious rule, ,leading to 
all confuſton and unchriſtian 


- Contentions, viz. That the 


higher Powers, our Superiors, 
Paſtors and Prelates,. are not 
to. be obey*d, but only in ſuch - 
things as are expreſs'd in 
Scripture ; and as far any 
other particulars, whoſoever 
upon examination , cannot 
fnd what 1s Commanded by 
them in Holy Writ, may 
lawfully refuſe ſubmiſſion ; 
nay, he is oblig'd to reſiſt. 
For however this ſeems to 
bear much of the Word of 
God in the face of it, yet cer- 
tainly *tts wholly deſtruQtive 
to it ; and under pretence of 

adhering 


( 102 )) | 


der pain of eternal 
Damnation, as if God 
and the Pope Com- 
manding were but all 
one, and had Heaven 
and Hell equally at 
their diſpoſure. 


adhering cloſe to the Scrip- 
ture, undermines the very 
Author of it. This the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians underſtoo1 
ſo well, that they deteſted all 
ſuch Maxims, and following 
the advice of the Apoſtle, 
choſe rather to truſt their 
Souls in the hands of thoſe, 


whom God had plac'd over them, by an humble Submiſſion 
to their Government, and a peaceable Obedience to their De- 
crees ; than by a preſumptuous queſtioning of every thing,and 
railing vain Diſputes, to take the Rule of the Flock out of the 
hands of thoſe, to whom God had providentially deliver'd it, 
and place themſelves Judges over the Church, their Elders, 
Prelates and Paſtors, whom God had Commanded them to 
hear, and be 1n SubjeCction to. So that we never read, that 
they ever pretended to weigh the Ordinances of their Superi- 
ors by their own Reaſoning,or to bring them to the Teſt of the 
Word of God, before the acceptance ; but always judg'd it 
conform to the Word of God, that their Goverzours ſhould 


Rule, and they Obey. Thus when the Apoſtles obſerv'd 


the Suzday inſtead of the Sabbath, and met together at 
Peatecoft; we don't read that the Faithful then began to 
turn over their Bibles, to find a Command for the: Par- 
ticulars, but with a prompt Obedience readily follow?d 
them in the Obſervance. So when Abſtinence from Blood 
and Strangled Meats, was order*d by the Elders Aſſembled 
at Jeruſalem; (As 15.) the multitude of Believers having 
heard the Decree, never murmur'd at it, or call'd it into 


queſtion, however ſeemingly contrary to the intention of 


Chriſt, who in abrogating the Law of Moſes, was thought 
to have cut oft-all theſe Obligations ; bur they all rejoiced for 
the Conſolation, (ib. v. 31.) So when St. Paul gaveorders to 
the Corinthians, (1 Cor. 11.) 1n what manner and poſture, 

they 
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they were to behave themſelves at Prayers in their Aſem- 
blies, both Men and Women ; we don't hear, that he was 
challeng'd by any, to ſhew by what authority of Scripture 
he thus reprov'd and preſcrib'd in theſe particulars, or by 
what they were oblig'd to receive his Preſcriptions ; but with 
a prompt ſubmiſſion accepted his Orders, not doubting, but - 
fince it was God's Will to place Rulers and Governours over 
them, it muſt be God's Will that they ſhould be obedient to 
them, 1n following their Decrees, and obſerving their Con- 
ſtitutions. And with this Dottrin of Obedience, Humi- 
lity and Submiſſion all the Primitive Chriſtians were train'd 
up by the Apoſtles, who zealouſly laboured by this means, . 
to preſerve them 1n Peace and Unity ; that fo they might 
think all the ſame thing, and be of one mind and one judg-- 
ment and without Diviſions : infomuch, that there is not any 
one thing ſo often repeated in their Writings, as Exhorta- 
tions to this Obedience and Submiſſion : See, how, going 
thorough the cities, they deliver'd to them (the Faithful) the - 
decrees for to keep, that were ordain'd by the Apoſtles and Elders 
which were at Jeruſalem, ( Aits 16. 4.) - See how St. Paul 
| commands the Theſſalonians, to hold faſt the traditions, they 

had been taught by word, or by Epiſtle, (2 Thell. 2. 15.) See, 

how he commands the Hebrews ; Obey them, that have the 
rule over you. Remember them, which have the rule over you, 
(Heb. 13.7. 17.) See with what earneſtneſs St. Johz urges - 
this; He that knoweth God, heareth us : he that us not of God, 
heareth us not, (x Joh. 4. 6.) hereby,know we the ſpirit of truth, 
and the ſpirit of errour. And then again, does not St. Paul 
commend the Corinthians for their Obedience ; Now I praiſe 
Uyov, Brethren, that you remember me #n all things, and keep the 
Ordinances, as T deliver'd them to you, (1 Cor. 11.2.) And 
then, having given them directions as to their behaviour in» 
their Aſſemblies, he adds ; But if any man ſeem to be conten- 
tiows, We have no ſuch cuſtom, neither the Churches of God, 


(1 Cor. 11. 16.) And now it being thus evident, that the 
Church 
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Church of Chriſt inthe Apoltles time was founded, and pre« 


ſerv'd by a Submiſſion and Obedience of the Flock to their 


Paſtors; the Papiſts teach and believe; that, what was 
taught and commanded by the Apoſtles to the Faithful then 
living, ought to be receiv'd, as a DoQtrin neceſlary for all 
ſucceeding Ages, and that Submiſſion and Obedience ought 
to have been as much the Duty of Believers, ever ſince, as it 
was then; the Commands and Practice of that time, being 
undoubtedly the beſt, and only Pattern tor the Faithful for 
all times, even to the End of the Worl!. And they do 
not only teach this DoQtrin of Submiſſion in their Books and 
Sermons, but alſo obſerve it in their Lives, having in all 
Azes depended on their Elders and Prelates in all Matters 
rouching the Dilcipline and Government of the Church; 
leaving Rule to thoſe, whole Charge and Othice it is to Rule ; 
and never believing, that they whoare under Charge, and 
Commanded exprelly by St. Pal to Remember and Obey thoſe 
who havethe Rule over them,can upon any pretence whatſo- 
EVer; nay, tho? an Angel from Heaven ſhould come and 
Preach otherwiſe, be diſcharg'd from this Chriſtian Obliga- 
tion, and beexempted from Remembring and Obeying, whom 
thus by God, ſpeaking by his Apottle, they are Commanded 
tro Remember and Obey. And upon this ground it 1s, that in 
things concerning the Order to be obſerv'd in the Dzvize Ser- 
vice, inall Ceremonies, Holy Rites, Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, 
and Oraznarces, they have neither V1/ nor W:/l of their own; 
put always receive and think that the Beff, which 1s Order'd 
and Appointed by thoſe, to whom, by Divine Law, they owe 
:nts Submiſſion and Obedience, and ro whom the Ordering and 
Appointing theſe things appertains. And therefore if theſe 
4ppointa Day of Humiliation, tor imploring God's Mercy, or 
averting his Tudgments,they never ſ{cruple to obſerve it; Ifa 
Day of Thanſ2:wing in memory of ſome ſignal Benefit, they 


Ikewiſe Obey. It theſe judge it fit,.that on every Friday” 


{hould be Commemorated the Death and Paſſion of our Re- 
decmer 


ET 
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deemer in Faſting ; and Command Lezt to be obſerv'd, in re- 
-membrance and imitation of our Lord's forty days Faſt in the 
Deſart, they think it their obligation to do ſo. If theſe Order 
ſuch and ſuch days to be ſet apart, and kept Holy in Remem- 
brance and Thankſgiving for the Incarnation, Nativity, Cir- 
cumciſion, Reſurrettion and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, and for other 
ſuch like intentions, they eſteem ir ſinful to oppole it. If 
theſe judg it decent that the Faithful ſhould bow at the Name 
of Jeſs, ſtand at the reading of the Goſpel, proſtrate or in- 
cline themſelves at the Confeſion. If they appoint T apers and 
Lamps to be us'd in Churches, to repreſent our Saviour, who 
came to enlighten the World ; and Izcexſe to be us'd, to mind 
the People, that their Hearts and Prayers, ſhould, like the 
{moke, aſcend direQaly toward Heaven: If in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, in Exorciſms, in the Offices, and the Ce- 
lebration of the Maff, theſe determin ſeveral Rites and 
Ceremonies to be obſerv*'d, for more Decency, greater Solemni- 
ty, and that by ſuch exteriour helps, the minds of the Faithful 
may be mov'd to the contemplation of the Sacred Myſterzes, 
and rais'd more ſenſibly to the apprehenſion of the Majelty of 
God, in whoſe Honour all is perform*d ; they look upon them- 
ſelves bound to allow and embrace all theſe things without re- 
luCtance or oppoſition ; always thinking, that to be moſt 
proper, which is inſticuted by ſuch, who have the Rule over 
them. And if any endeavour to raiſe Diſputes, and be con- 
tentious concerning the Veceſity of theſe Inſtitutions,rhey have 
no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God. One thing they 
know to be necellary, that is, thar they ſhould be Otedient ; 
and that in the Service of God, they mult not Honour him, as 
the Jews did, (1/2. 58.13.) by d:ing their own ways, finding 
their own pleaſure, and ſpeaking their own words ; but as Chr:- 
ſtians are Commanded, in a true S/f denial, a lincere Hum:- 
lity and Obedience, {ubmitting to thole whom God has lcft 


+ to Rule and Govern the Flock. Neither is there any danver 


of falling back into the Jewjb Law, by approving the allo'd 
P Ceremonies 
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Ceremonies of the Church; it being certain, that in the 
Abrogarion of the Old Law, all Ceremonies were not at the 
ſame time extinEt : But only ſuch as were meer T ypes and F:- 

res, of things to come in the New Law, which are now 
tulflPd ; Whilſt others, fit for the raiſing Devotion, and ex- 
preſſing the affeQtions of the Soul, and other ſuch ends, are 
{till commendably retain'd as lawful, and equally neceſſary 
now , as heretofore : ſuch are, Keeling, Faſting, lifting 
Hands and Eyes to Heaven, Sighing, knocking the Breaſt, days 
of Humiliation, Thankſgiving, Watching, Hair-cloth, Singing, 
Tmpoſitions of Hands, Bemediilions, uſing Oyl, Spittle, Breath- 
ing, &c. all which are as lawful, convenient and neceflary for 
Chriſtians, as they were for the Jews; and no more to be neg- 
leQted, becauſe they were us'd in the O/d Law, than Praying, 
Meeting together, Reading the Law, Singing Pſalms, Humi- 
lity and Obedience, &c. are to be laid by and diſown'd by 
Chriſtians , becauſe they were obſerv'd by the Jews. Eſpeci- 
cially ſince theſe, with many others, have been recommended 
to us by the Prattiſe of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and of all Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity. Neither has the uſe of Holy Ceremonies 
been wholly diſapp1oved by thoſe of the Reformariov., The 
Engliſh Profeſſion of Faith, Publiſh'd in the Year 1562. allows 
them in the Thirty Fourth Article. The Bohemick Confeſſion 
in the Fifteenth Article, A-»o 1537. The Azguſtan, Tt. de 
Mifſ. An. 1530. as it was pen'd by Melan&hox. So that ſince 
Ceremonies are generally look'd on as commendable and law- 
ful amongſt Chriſtians ; the Papiſts jndg 1t proper to thoſe, 
who have the Rale, to Order and Diſpoſe of them, and de- 
clare to the Flock, how, when and where they are to be obſerv'd;. 
And if they who govern, judg fit to oblige the Faithful to the 
Obſervance of any 1n particular, they teach that it is the Duty 
of the Flock to Obey. Things different, after ſuch Com- 
mands,being no longer of choice, but xeceſſary ; and no leſs ob- 
liging,than the Commands of a Father to his Child ; where, 


ti caſe the thing be not apparently /iful, *tis no perſuaſion of 
the 


(on 
the thing being. ſ#perfluows,can excuſe an obſtinate denial from 
Diſobedjence, It being more ſafe and Chriſtian-like, for all 
that are under any Government, whether Natural, Eccleſia- 
ſtical or Civil, to perform and comply with ſuch things, as 
they judg in their own private Sentiments, VUnzeceſſary, meer- 
ly upon the account of being Commarded; than upon ſuch 
conliderations, to diſturb the order of Government, and fly 
in the face of lawful Authority : Than which nothing 1s 
more oppoſite to the Principles of Chriſtianity, and deſtru- 
Ctive of all Human Society. And upon theſe grounds it 1s, 
that the Papiſfs, founding themle]ves upon the {ure foundati- 
on of Humility and Obedience, have in all Ages acknowledg'd 
Overſeers and Rulers over them to watch and feed the Flock, to 
whom God have given pozer ; there being no power but of God, 
and that whoſoever reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 
God, and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation, 
0m.13. 1,2. 


— 


37. Of Innovations in Matters of Faith. 


Is Church has never 
made any Iznovation 


Is Church has 


made ſeveral In- 
novations 1n Matters of 
Faith, and howſoever 
ſhe lays claim to Anti- 
quity, with a Pretence 
of having preſerv'd 
the Dodqrin of the 
Apoſtles inviolable 8 
entire; Yyet 'tis ev1- 


in Matters of Faith ; what 
ſhe believes and teaches 
now, being the ſame that the 
Catholick Church believ'd and 
taught, 1n the firſt three or 
four Centuries after the Apo- 
{tles. And tho? in moſt of 
her General Councils there has 
been ſeveral Deciſions touch- 
ing Points of Faith ; yet can 
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dent to any ſerious 
Obſerver, that the 
greateſt part of her 
Belief 1s meer Novel- 
ties 3 not bearing date 
from Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles, but only 
from ſome of her own 
more modern Synods, 
There ſcarce having 
pals'd any Age yet, 
wherein there has 
not, in theſe Eccleſra- 
ſtical Mints, been cord 
New Articles, which 
with the counterfeit 
ſtamp of Chriſt and 
his A poſtles,are made 
to paſs for Good and 
Currant , amongſt her 
credulous and un- 
diſcerning retainers : 


And, belides theſe, 


what a great number 
of Errours have been 
introduc'd at other 
times; how many 


no one, without an injury to 
truth, ſay that in any of 


theſe has been coin'd zew Ar- 
ticles, or Chriftians forced 
to the acceptance of Novel- 
tzes, contrary to Scripture Or 
antient Tradition. Theſe have 
only trodden in the Apofttes 
ſteps; as often as they have 
been 1n the like circumſtances 
with them; doing exattly 
according to the Form and 
Example left to the Church, 


by thoſe perfe&t Maſters of | 


Chriſtianity. And therefore 
as the Apoftles in their Aſſem- 
bly, ( As 15.) determm'd 
the Controverſlie concerning 
the Circnmcipon 5 and pro- 
pos'd to the Faithful, what 
was the Doctrin of Chriſt 
in that point, of xeceſity to 
be believ'd ; of which, till 
that deciſion, there had been 
rais*'d ſeveral queſtions and 
doubts ; but now no longer 
to be queſtion'd, without 
the ſhipwrack of Faith. So 
in all ſucceeding ages, the 
Elders of the Church, to 
whom the Apoſtles left their 
Commiſſion of watching over 
the Flock, in their Councils 
have never ſcrupled to deter- 
min all ſuch Points, which 

had 
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did Pope Gregory bring 
in, and how many 
the Ignorance of the 


Tenth Age © So that if 


we compare theChurch 
of Rome now,with the 
Primitive times of the 
firſt three or four hun- 
dred years, there are 
no two things 1o un- 
like; ſhe 1s a Garden 
now, but quite over- 
grown with Weeds ; 


the 1s a Field , but 


where the Tares have 


perfe&ly choak'd up 


the Wheat, and has 
little in her of Apo- 


ftolical , beſides the 


Name. 


had been controverted a- 
monegſt the Brethren, and to 
propoſe to them, what of xe- 
ceſſity they were to believe for 
the future; with Anathema 
pronounc'd againſt all ſuch,as 
ſhould preſume to preach the 
contrary, Thus in the Year 
325. the firſt Nrcene Conncil 
declar'd the Son of God to be. 
Conſubſtantial to his Father ; 
againſt the Arians; with an 
obligation on all to aſſent to 
this DoCtrin , though never 
till then, propos'd or declar*d 
in that form. Thus in the 
Year 381. the Holy Ghoſt was 
declar'd to be God'; againſt 
Macedonins and his Follow- 
ers, in the firſt Conſtantinopo- 
[itan Council. And in the firſt 
Epheſin, Anno 4731. Neſtorins 
was condemn'd, who main- 
tain'd two Perſons in Chriſt, 
and that the bleſſed Virgin 


was not Mother of God ; with a Declaration, that both theſe 
Tenets were. contrary to the Catholick Faith, In the ſecond 
Nicene Council, Anno 787. Image-breakers were anathema- 
tizzed. And ſo others at other times; and at laſt, in the 
Council of Trent, was declar'd the Real Preſence, Tranſub- - 


ftantiation, Purgatory, the lawfulneſs of the Invocation of Saints, 


of keeping Holy Images, &c. againſt Luther, Calvin, Beza, &c. 
And now, tho! in all theſe and the other General Councils, the 
Perſons condemn'd took occaſion, from theſe New Declara- 
ziows, to.cry out; Novelties; Novelties, to fright the People 


with 
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with the noiſe of new coird Articles, and that the Inventions 
of Men were impos'd on them, for Faith. Yet *is evident, 
that theſe New Declarations contain'd nothing but the Antient 
Faith ; and that there had never been any ſuch Dec/arations 
made, had not the DoQrin propos'd in them, been oppos'd 
and contradiQted by ſome ſeducing Spirits, who going out 
from the Flock, endeavour'd, by making Diviſions, to draw 
numbers after them, So that the zew Propoſal of a Tenet, is 
but a fallacions proof of the Dottrin being lately invented ; 


but a good Argument of its being lately oppos'd. *Tis certain * 


from Scripture, ( Ads15.) thatthe 4pcftles had never declar'd 
the non-neceſſity of Circumciſion, had not certain men come 
down from Jude and taught the Brethren the contrary. And 
that the co/ubjtantiality of the Son, had never been defin'd 
by the Niceze Fathers, had not Ariws, with his Followers, 
oppos'd this Catholick Dofriv. And as certain it 1s, that the 
Council of Trent had been altogether ſilent as to Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, Praying to Saints, Purgatory, &c. had not Luther, 
Calvin and their Diſciples, once Profeſſors of this Dotrin, 
gon out from the Flock, and upon the preſumption of a New 


Lizsht, endeavour'd to perfwade the Faithful, that theſe Te- 


nets, then believ*'d by the whole Chriſtian World, were no 
longer to be own'd ; but to be quite thrown by, as Antichr;- 
ftian and diabelical. *Twas this oblig'd the Paſtors to watch 
and takecare of their Flock ; and therefore not flying away, 
as the hireling does, when the Wolf catcheth, and nad the 
Sheep, they aſſembled together into a Body, and declar'd to 
all, under their charge ; that they ought not to follow /frax- 
gers ; that howſoever theſe came pretending to the Shepherds 
voice ; yet lince they came not by the door into the ſheepfold:; 
but climbing up ſome other way, they were no fhepherds; but 
thieves and robbers ; ſuch whole buſineſs was not to feed ; but 
to ſteal, kill and deſtroy. *Twas this made them encourage 
all under their care, not to waver; but to ſtand faſt and hold 
the profeſſion of their Faith, and notwithſtanding all pre- 
| tences ; 
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tences ;. by no means to ſuffer themſelves to be deluded, and 
led away with frazge Dodrias ; and that they might the 
better ſecure them from falling into Errevrs, they gave them 
a Draught of th-ir Chriſtian Dottrin , eſpecially of all thoſe 
Points, which theſe modery ſci.conntiionn Apoſtles did 
preach againſt, and endeavour to undermine ; particularly 
declaring to them, the Faith they had been bred up 1n, which 
they had receiv'd from their Forefathers,, and been, deriv*d 
even from the Apoftles. Securing them, that whatſoever 
was contrary tothis, was Novelty and Errour. And now in 
thePafors declaring this to the Faithful, where was the Innova- 
tion ? The Council did nothing but propoſe fully and explicitely, 
what, before their meeting, was the Doctrin of all Chriſter- 
dom, and had been {o amongſt the Primitive Fathers.. *T was 
they made Innovation, who preach'd contrary tothe DoCtrin 
thus believ'd and receiv'd; which Lather was not aſham'd 
to own himſelf guilty of; plainly acknowledging, that he 
ſeparated from the whole World, ._ 

| But it ſeems that the whole World was then corrupted, and 
the Religion then every-where Profeſs'd, was over-grown 
with Superſtitions, Errors and Abominations; ſuch as had 
crept into the Church, ſome five Hundred Years before, ſome 
nine Hundred, and ſome a Thouſand ; and *rwas from theſe 


' Luther ſeparated, intending to Reform Chriſtianity, and bring 


it to the purity of the Primitive tumes, of the firſt three Hun- 
dred Years. And was it not very ſtrange now, that ſo many 
oroſs Fooeleries, idle Superſtitions, and even down-right Idola- 
try, fhquld creep into a Church, and {preading it ſelt through 
ft Narions, infett the whole World,, becoming the publick 
Profeſſion of Chriſtendom for ſo many Hundred Years, and 
be confirm'd and eftabliſh'd by the Laws of every Kingdom ; 
and that no body ſhould take notice of any ſuch thing, either 
at-its firſt Riſe, or in all its Progreſs of ſa many Years: Inſo- 
much, that had not Luther made the Diſcovery, *tis likely we 
ſhould never have come to the knowledg of RF Thouſland- 

Years 
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Years Errors and Corruptions ? No thinking Man certainly, 
but judges it impoſſible, that the very Fundamentals of Chri- 
ftianity ſhould be ſhaken, and rhe Religion Planted by the 
Apoſtles turn'd into 1do/atry ; and yet that no Learned Man 
ſhould any-where appear to contradict theie Abominations, 
no Zealous' Paſtors to withitand them , no Pious Princes 
to oppoſe them ? Hiſtory ſufficiently ſatisfies any Curious 
Reader ; that from the fir{t Planting of the Church, there has 
been in no Ape, any Man yet that has Preach'd any Heterodox 
and Erroneoms Tenets, and by introducing Novelties, has en- 
deavour'd to infe& the-minds of the Faithful with Hereſie and 
Superſtition; but immediately have ſtood up Vertuous and 
Learned Men, in Cefence of the Truth ; intheir Writings and 
Sermons publickly confuting and condemning the Errors, and 
giving an Alarm to the World, to beware of ſuch Decezvers, 
and their wicked DoF#rix ; and withal, never omitting, to 
Record their names to Poſterity ; with an account of the Tear 
when they began to Preach ; underwhat Emperors ; and what; 


was the occaſion of their Revolr, Was not all this, and even: 


more done againſt Arias? How many appear'd againſt the 
Manichees? How many againſt the Donatiſfs ; againſt the 
Novatians, againſt the Macedonians, the Neſtorians, the Eu- 
tychians, the Pelagians, the Berengarians, &c? So that never 
any thing has made ſo much noiſe in the World,ſo many com- 
motions, ſo many diſturbances; nothing has been ſo mmpoſſi- 
ble to be carried on with ſecrefie and ſilence, as the broaching 
any new Herefie, the making a Schiſm, the alteration of Reli- 
g10n, the ſtarting up of ſome new Society and Pretenders to 
Reformation, What Tumults did all the fore-mention'd 4po- 
files raiſe, in Preaching their zew Geſpel ? How was the Peace 
of Chriſtendom diſturb'd at the DoQtrinof Mahower, and the 
cryingup the A/coran? What Stirs and Commotions at the 
Reformation of Church and Faith, pretended by Luther, Xwing- 
livzs and Calu;t? How then can it be WY the leaſt pro- 
bable, that great varicty cf erroneous Teretsand Antichriſtian 
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Da##rin ſhould be 'introduc'd by the Papifts, contrary to the 
ſenſe and belief of all Chriſtianity, either in the fourth, 
fifrh, ſixth, or tenth Century ; and'yet that there ſhould not 
be the leaſt diſturbance occaſion'd-by it, no tumults'or oppo- 
fition ; but all done with ſo much quietneſfs, in ſuch a pro- 
found peace and ſilence, that had it not been for the: Newvs 
brought, ſome Ages after, we had never ſuſpeCted the Altera- 
tion? And is this poſſible ? Is it poſſible, that the whole 
Chriſtian World ſhould change their Relizion, both as to the 
internal Belief, and external Profeſſion and Exerciſe of it ; and 
no body' be ſenſible of the change, fo as to withſtand the 
Abomination,' or to tranſmit ro Poſterity, even ſo much as 
the leaſt Word of its beginning or propagation ?: Let any man, 
upon ſome confideration, tell me, whether it be poſſible; that 
this one little Kingdom of Erg/and ſhould fall from this pure, 
Apoſtolical Dottrin it now profeiles, into downright Popery, 
(or any other way alter the whole Scheme of its Religion) 
and have the Alreration confirm'd by-feveral 4s of Parlia- 
”ent, and continue in the publick-Exercile of it for a thou- 
ſand, five hundred,or even one hundred years, and yetno one 
either in the Kingdom, or out of it, ſhould be ſenſible of the 
Alteration ; butall to bemanag'd with ſuch Policy and Craft, 
that the whole buſineſs ſhould be a Secrer for many ages ? 
And.if this be ſcarce to be thought poſſible of this one King- 
dom ; what can be imagin'd, when ?cis affirm'd of many 
Nations of the-whole Chriſtian World ? Canany thing look 
more like a Fable or Romance ? Or can any Rational Man, 
barely upon ſuch a Repore,- condemn the Faith and Religion 
of his Aneftours, for Novelty and Human Inventions ; and 
quite laying aſide this, take him for the Rule of his Refor- 
»ation, who thus, without Reaſon, Juſtice or Truth, has 
thrown ſuch an Infamy upon all the Chriſtians preceding 
him for a thouſand years ? 
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But.not to inſiſt on theſe reaſonings, for the wiping off the 
ſcandal of Novelty from the Dottrin of the Charch of Rome ; 
7would not be amiſs here, to look beyond the Tenth Century, 
asalſo beyond the time of Pope Gregory. Andf in thoſe ear- 
lier Chriitians, nothing.can be found of that Fazrh and Pro- 
feſſton, . which is charg'd as Novelty and Erroxr againſt the 
Church of Rome; all the Papiſts in the World ſhall join 
with their 4Aaverſaries.; and condemning Pope Gregory for a 
Seducer, and all of the Tenth Age for {9 many Iognoramms”s, 
ſhall in one'voice with-them cry out againſt all-ſuch Dod#rin, 
Novelty, Novelty, Errour, Errour. But 1f, on the contrary, 
every Point thus challeng'd of Nove/ty, ſhall appear to have 
been.the Profeſſion of the Faithful in the time of the Purity of 
the Goſpel; it. before Pope Gregory we find, that Invocation of 
Satnts, the Real Preſence', Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory , 
Prayer for the Dead, the Uſe of Holy Images, . Relicks, the 
Sign of the Croſs, Proceſſions, &c. were a receiv'd Dodrin, 
and commou Practice of. Chysſtians 1n thole- 'Primative times : 
Then ſhall the Papiffs:remain as they are, as. being:of the 
ſame Faith and Religion, 'with thoſe Antient Believers, with- 
out any Additions and Alterations; and all their Adverſartes 
ought in juſtice to 'retwy 'again to: their Communion, and 
making up. one Quirez. cry out with them:;.' Blefſyd are they, 
who believe as 'our Forefathers believid, who receiv'd their Fazth 
from the Apoſtles and "their Succeſſours  and* Aceurſed be they, 
who Separate from this Faith, and upon the Noiſe of Novelty and 
Errour make Diviſions in the Church, and fall from her Commus- 
ton, believing Les, rather thas Truth. | 
In order to this, I intended 4n this place to have given the 
Reader a fair proſpect of the Do&rin and Belief of the Fathers, 
of the firſt five hundred years after Chriſt ; but finding the 
Matter to encrealſe fo much beyond expectation upon .my 
hands, I have reſerv'd them for another occaſion. + But how- 
ever, upon confidence of what I am able to produce in that 
point, I cannot omir toaſlure the Reader, that the chief _ 
mo 
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moſt material-Poiats'charg'd upon the Church of Rome for 
Novelty, the Primitive Fathers do fo plainly. own-to have 
been the Faith and Profeſſion of the Churchin their days ; and. 
to have been deliver'd down and taught as/the Doir:z of the. 
Apoſtles | that an impartial Conliderer need .not rn. 
time to conclude, whether are the greater 1zxovators, thoſe. 
that now Believe and Profels theſe Tenets and Practices ; or 
they that diſown or reje&t them. *Tis evident, that every 
Point of that Doctrin, which is now decry'd for Popery, and, 
baſely ſtigmatiz'd with- the note, of Errors. introduc'd of 
late, and of a modern,invention, isby many Ages older than 
thoſe, who are reputedtobe theAuthors ; that every particular 
Article laid to the [zworavce of the Tenth Century, and tothe 
contrivance of ' Pope. Gregory , are. as, exprelly and clearly 
own'd and taught, ſome Apes before, as,itisnow at this day. 
That thoſe Great Men were as down-right Papiſts in theſe 
Points, as we are now. And that any d:turber of Chriſtia- 
»ity Might have as well defam'd them for Believers of Novel- 
ties and Erroxs,, as we are now at'this. prefent. The Faith 
that they. profeſs'd then, we profeſs now, aadit any of our 
Dodrin be: Novelty, *tis a Novelty of above twelve hundred 
years ſtanding : and who can queſtion it not to be of anolder 
date ? - If it was the publick belief of the Chriftsan World, 
inthe fourth Century, who can be better Witneſſes of what 
was believ*d before them, even in the'third Age, thanthey.? 
They tell us, that the DoCtrin they maintain and deliver, is 
the Faith of the Catholick Church, receiv*d from their Fore- 
fathers,. and as 1t was taught by-the 4poſtles ; and we don't 
find thatin-any,of theſe. Points, they, were.challeag'd by any 
Authority, or oppoſed bythe Paſtors of the Church, or any, 
Writers, either then living or ſucceeding them ; but receiv'd 
always with' great veneration; and upon-what grounds can 
any:challenge them now ? Is.it poſſible, that any living now, 
can' give 2: better account of what. was believ'd and pra- 
Qis'd in'the:rhird Ages; than they that immediately follow*d 
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them ? Which will be more credible Witneſſes'of what was 
done in forty eszht ; thoſe that ſhall be alive fifty years hence; 
or they that are not yet to come theſe thouſand years? If 
therefore theſe Holy Men declare to us the DoQrin- they be- 
liev'd'; with an Aſſurance, that it was the Faith of the. Ca- 
tholick Church, ſobeliev*d by their Anceſtours, and as they had 
receiv'd it from the Apoſtles and their Succeſlors; do not 
they deſerve better credit, than others who coming a thou- 
fand years after, cry out againſt all thele ſeveral Points, that 
they are nothing but Novelty and Errowur ? "Tis evident there- 
fore to him, that this noiſe of Novelty, was nothing but a 
ffratagem for the introducing of Novelties; and that thoſe 
that brought an infamy upon theſe Points, by this aſperſion ; 
might with asgreat applauſe and as eaſily, have laid a ſcan- 
dal upon every other Article of the Chriſtian Faith, which 
they thought fit to retain, and have had them all exploded 
for Novelty. And this has been ſo far done already, that 
even three parts of that Doctrin, pick'd out by the firſt Re- 
formers for Apoſtolical and conform to the Word of God, we 
bave ſeen in our days clamour'd againſt for Novelty ; and 
thrown by with as general Approbation,and as clear evidence 
of the charge, as ever they laid by 7 ranſubtaxtiation and the 
Primacy. The firſt Reformers caſt off the Authority of the 
Firſt Biſhop, as being a Novelty ; Others ſoon after cry'ddown 
the Authority of all Biſhops, for a Novelty, The Firſt dif- 
own'd a great part of the Prieftly Funt#:on, as being lately 
crept in ; the others diſown'd all the reſt, and even Ordina- 
tion it (elf, as having all crept in together. The Fir/# threw 
out a great number of Ceremonies, as being not Apoſtoalical, 
but of a modern Inſtitution : the others threw out even what 
they had retain'd, for being no more an Ordination of the 
Apoſtles, than the former. The Firft laid by five of the Sz- 
craments ; the others laid by the other two. ' And thus Novel- 
ty, was the Word, whenſoever any receiv'd Dottrin of Chri- 


ftianity was to be outed, and way to be made for a Novelty : 
and 
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and he does not doubt ; but, that if the noiſe of Novelty con- 
tinue long, ſo unhappily ſucceſsful as of late ; and the libert 
be permitted to ever pony ſpirit, to fix this ſcandal, 
upon whatſoever Dottrin or Inſticution they ſhall think fit ; 
that all Chriltianity is in a fair way of being thrown out of 
doors; and the Bible, Preaching, Catechiſing, ChriſPs Incar- 
ration and Paſſion, &c. is as likely to be calt off for a Novelty, 
as all the reſt have been. Thoſe that will but ſhew to the 
People, that even theſe things have been all receiv'd from 


Rome, and that the Papiſts by their Miſſionaries, ſpread theſe 


Dottrins over the World ; may ſoon perſwade them, the 

are nothing but Popiſh Inventions, meer Novelties ; that thoſe 
that began the Reformation, did their buſineſs by halves, and 
that the World will never be 7horoughly reform'a, till all theſe 
Romiſh Superſtitions, are laid by with the reft ; they bein 

all of the ſame date. He takes no notice therefore of a 

theſe Clamors rais*d againſt ſeveral Points of the receiv'd 
Do&rin of his Church ; his Faith is founded on better Prin- 
ciples, than to be ſhaken with ſuch a vulgar Engine. Novelty, 
Novelty, is a cry, that may fright unthinking men from their 
Religion ; but every ſerious man will require better Motives 
than a Noiſe, before he forſake any Point of his Faith ; and 
"tis impoſſible he ſhould joyn with any in condemning ſuch 


_ things for Novelties, which he finds the Profeſſion of all 4z- 


Hquity. - | 
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T HE 


CONCLUSION. 


| HESE are the Chara&#ers of the Papift, as he is 

| Miſrepreſented, and as Repreſented, And as dif- 
| ferent as the Oxe is from the Orher, ſo different is 

the Papift, as reputed by his Maligners, from the 

Papiſft, as to what he is in himſelf. The Ore is ſo Abſurd 
and Monſtrous, that ?tis impoſſible for any one to be of that 
Profeſſion, without firſt laying by all thoughts of Chriſtia- 
nity,and his Reaſon. - The Other is juſt contradiQtory to this ; 
and without any farther Apology, may be expos'd to the 
peruſal of all Prudent and Unpaſhonate Conliderers, to 
examin if there be any thing in it, that deſerves the hatred 
of any Chriſtian: and if it be not in every Point wholly 
conform to the DoCtrin of Chiiſt, and not 1n the leaſt con- 
trary to Reaſon. The Former is a Papiſt, as he 1s generally 
apprehended by thoſe, who have a Proteſtant Education ; ſuch 
is whenſoever reflefted on, 1s conceiv'd to bea perverſe, ma- 


licious ſort of Creature, Superſtitions, Idolatrows, Atheiſtical, 
Cruel. 
, 
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Cruel, Bloody minded, Barbarow, Treacherows, and ſo Pro- 
phane and every way Uzhumane, that *tis in ſome manner 
doubted, whether he be May, or no. The other, is a Papiſt, 


_ whoſe Faith is according .to the Propoſal of the Carholick 


Church ; which;by Chriſt's Command, he is oblig*( to believe 
and hear ; and whole whole delign in this World, is for 
the obtaining Salvation in the next. And is it not ſtrange, 
that theſe two Characters ſo direAly oppolite, ſo wholly 
unlike one the other, that Heaven and Hzll is not more ; 
ſhould agree to the ſame perſons ? *Tis certainly a ſtrange 
piece of Injuſtice,and yer not atall itrange to thoſe, who know, 
that they that follow .Chrilt, ſhall be hated by the World, 
that thoſe who ſtudy the Wiſdom of Heaven, ſhall have 
the repute of Fools ; and that as many as attend the Lamb, 
ſhall be painted in the Livery of Sataz. -Our Fore-fathers 
were ſo, before us; all the Primitive Chriſtians, the Apo- 
ſtles, and even the Lamb himſelf, our Redeemer. Calunny 
ever follow*d them, Mzſrepreſentation waited on them ; and 


.what wonder that I»famy was their conſtant Attendance ? And 


now if the Orthodox Chriſtiaxs,have thus in all Apes had their 
double Charatter ; one of Juſtice, exattly drawn from what 
they really believ'd and practis'd ; the other of Malice, 
.copied'from them, as M:/repreſented : *tis not at all ſtrange, 
to: find it ſo now in our days; when Calumny, Malice, 
Tonorance, &C. are as powerful as ever ; who, tho? from the 
beginning of the World, that is above five thouſand Years, 
they have made it their chief buſineſs to Paint, Copy and Re- 
preſent Things and Perſons; yet they never did it with fo 
much injury, fo altogether «»/ike, as they do now to the Pa- 
piſts; there being ſcarce any one Point of their Faith and Pro- 
feſſion, which they do not either blindly miſtake, or baſely dif- 
guiſe. The Papiſts believe 'tis convenient to Pray before Holy 
Images, and give them an inferior or relative reſpect. Theſe 
deſcribe the Papiſts Praying to Images, and Worſhiping them 
as Idols. The Papiſts believe 'tis good to deſire the Prayers - 

the 
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the Saints, and Honour them as the Friends-of God. - Theſe 
Paint out the Papiſts, as believing Saints to be their R-deemers 
and Adoring them as Gods. The Papiſts believe, that Chriſt | 
left a Power in the Priefts of his Church, to Abſolve all truly 
Penitent Sinners from their Offences. The Repreſent the 
Papiſts, as believing, that the Prieſts can infallibly forgive all 
fuch as come to Confeſſion, whether they Repent, or no. The 
Papiſts believe there's Power in the ſupreme Paſtor , upon duc 
Mortives of granting Indulzences ; that is, of releaſing'to the 
Faithful ſuch Temporal Penalties, as remain due to their paſt 
fins, already remitted as to their guilt ; on condirion they per- 
form ſuch Chriſtian Duties as ſhall be aſſigned them, z.e. hum- 
ble themſelves by Faſting, Confeſs their ſins with a hearty 
Repentance, Receive worthily, and give Alms to the Poor,&c. 
T heſe make the Papiſts believe, that the Pope, for a ſum of Mo- 
ny, can give them leave to commit what {ins they ſhall think 
fir, with a certain Pardon for all Crimes already incurr'd ; 
and that there can be no danger of Damnation to any , that 
can but make a large Preſent to Rowe, at his death. The 
Papifts believe, that by the merits of Chriſt, the good Works: 
. of a Juſt Man, are acceptable to God, and through his Good- 
neſs and Promiſe, meritorious of eternal happineſs. Theſe 
report, that the Papiſts believe they can merit Heaven by their 
own Works, withoutany dependance on the work of our Re- 
demption. The Papiſfs worſhip Chriſt really preſent inthe 
Sacram:nt true God and Man :. Theſe ſay they fall down to, 
and worſhip a piece of Bread, Some Papiſts maintain the 
Depr fing Power : Theſe will have it tobe an Article of their 
Faith, and that thev are oblig'd to't by their Religion. Some 
Papifts have been Traitors, Rebels, Conſpirators, &Cc. dr 
make theſe Villanies to be Merztorzous among the Papsſts, 
and that *tis the DofEtrin of their Church. And thus there 
is ſcarce any-one thing belonging to their Faith and Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, which is not wrongdin'the deſcribing 
it , and injurioufly Miſrepreſented. And if any be fo 

curious 
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curious, as to defire to be fatisfied, how this comes abour z 
let him but ftand by any of the Undertakers, while they are 
taking the Copy'of Popery, and obſerve their Method, and he 
may ſoon come to the bottom of the Myſtery. He may ſee 
them ſeriouſly viewing ſome of her Tenets, and upon a ſhort 
conlideration, immediately t6 fall to the makin An 
deducing Conſequences,then down go theſe for {> many Articles 
of Popery, They goon, and ſee other of / her Fenets 3 and 
theſe containing Ayfteries, fuch as Reaſox cannot reach to, 
when Faith is not an aſſiſtant ; . they are preſently follow?d 
with variety of Abſurdities, and ſeeming Contradictions : and 
down go #heſe to the Former, for ſo many Articles of Popery. 
They pals on to others, and thefe being not conform to 
the Principles of their Education; . ſeveral MsſcouftruTions 
are preſently rais'd uponthem, and down go rheſe for ſo many 
Articles of Popery, They look forward, and ſeeing others, 

in the'praCtice of which, many Ab=/es have been committed ; 

then down go the Abuſes for fo many Arziclesof Popery. Hence 
they turn tothe Courr of Rome, and as many Diſorders and 

Extyevagancies as they find there, fo many Articles of Popery. 
They enquire into the AFions and Lives of her Peftors and 
Prelates, and as many Vices, as many wicked Defians they 

diſcover there -; ſo many. Arricles of Popery, They examin 

the drhaviow of .heriProfeſſors, and whatſoever YVillanzes, 
whatſoever T reaſons and Inhumanities, they find committed 
by any that own themſelves Members of that Communion, 
down they a/l go for ſo many Articles of Popery, They 
hear the repores of 'fuch as have deſerted her Aurbority, and 
tho? through their 'extravagancies and raſhnels, they deſerve 
not crediteven in a trifle; yet their whole Varrazive ſhall 
be accepred, and all their idle Forres be ſumm'd up, foro 
many Arritler of  Popery. They perule every icurrilous 

Pamphlet: and abuſbveLibef ; and ſuch ridiculous Fables, as 

'are ently fit' for a Ohimny-corner,. they borrow thence, and 

ſet them down for ſo many —— Popery. They vurn 

fi over 


( 122 ) 
over every Popiſh Author, and whatſoever light, looſe or ex- 
travagant Opinions, whatſoever. Diſcourſes carried on either 
through fAztrery, diſeuſt, or Fat9n, appear in any of ther, 
they are all mark'd out for ſo many Articles of Popery. And 
by thele and ſuch like means is finiſh'd at laſt a compleat 
draught of Popery, in which ſheis render'd fo. foul, monſtrows 
and abominable, that there can be nothing raked from the very 
ſinksof Turciſm, nothing borrow*d from the wild Africans or 
barbarous Americans, that can make her more odiows, or add - 
to her deformity. Why, and 1s not Popery then, ſuch 
as *cis thus generally painted ? No, *tis no more like 
it, than Monarchy is to that, which turbulent Republicars 
Spirits ſhew for it ; when diſplaying to the Multitude 
ſome Miſcarriages of State, Frazlties of Perſons in Digaities, 
Abuſes of Government, &c.they cry out,behold this is Monarchy. 
By theſe means making it infamous among the People, that 
they may more eaſily overthrow it. And are not the-Papiffs 
ſuch as they are commonly Repreſented ? Na : They are no 
more alike, than the Chriftans were of old underthe Perſecu- 
ting Emperors, to what they appear'd; when cloathed with 
Lions and Bears Skins, they were expoſed in the Amphithea- 
tre to Wild Beaſts; under thoſe borrow'd Shapes to provoke 
their Savage Oppoſits to greater fury ; and that they might in- 
fallibly, and with more rage, be torn'in pieces. Let Monarchy 
be ſhewa in its own Colours ; and the Chriſt;ans be expos'd in 
their own Form ; and one will have but few Maligners; and 
the others will meet with a more Tame behaviour, even from 
the Wildeſt Beaſts. Let any but ſearch into the Councils of the 
Church of Rome, even that of Trent, than which none can be 
more Pop:ſþ ; let them peruſe her Catechiſms,that ad Parochos ; 
or others ſer forth for Paſtors to inſtruct their Flock, and for 
Children, Youth and others to learn their Chriſtian Doftrin, 
of which there is extant great variety.in Exglifp : Let them 
examine Veron's Rale of Faith, and that ſet forth by the Byb 
of Condam : Let them look into the Spiritual Books of DireQti- 
on : 


YR. -. *H £5 af. Þ. odk. A. al voce Et. 


Cf: 223 :) : 
on : Thoſe of Biſbop Sales, The Following of Chriſt, The Chri- 
ftian Rules, The Spiritual Combat, Granado's Works, and in- 
finite others of this ſort, which Papifts generally keep by them 
for their Inftrution: And then 5 them freely "om whe- 
ther the Papsſts are {0 il Principled, either as to their Faith or 
Morals, as they are generally niade appear. A little diligence 
in this kind, with a ſerious enquiry into their Converſation, 
their manner of Living and Dying, wilkeaſily diſcover, that 
that of Beaſt, with which they are commonly expos'd to pub- 
lick, is not theirs, but only of the 5s&i», that is thrown over 
chem. The Papiffs own, that. there are amongſt them Men 
of very ull Lives, and that if every corner be narrowly ſifted, 
there may be found great abuſes, even of the moſt ſacred 
things; that ſome in great Dignities have been highly vicious, 
and carried on wicked Deſigns : That ſome Authors maintain 
and publiſh very abſurd Opinions,and of ill conſequence. But 
theſe things are nothing of their Re/igzon, they are the Imper- 
fedions indeed, the Cremes, the Scandals of ſome in their Com- 
»wnion ; but ſuch they are 1o far from being oblig'd to ap- 
prove, maintain or imitate,that they wiſh with all their heart, 
there had been never any ſuch things,and deſire in theſe Poznts 
a thorough Reformation. Tho? the Imprudences theretore, the 
Failings, the Extravagancies, the Vices,that may be pick'd up, 
throughout the whole |\oczery of Papiſts, are very numerous 
and great, and too too ſufficient, it drawn.together, for the 
compoling a moſt Deforw'd Antichriſtian-Monſter ; yet the 
Paper! of the Roman-Catholicks is no ſuch Monſter, as tis pain- 
ted. Thoſe things which are commonly brought againſt them, 
being as much deteſted by:them, as by the Perſons that lay 
the charge ia their x7 Coma. ; and having no more relation 
to them, than Weeds ahd T ares tothe Corn amongſt which it 
grows ; or Chaff tothe Wheat, with which it lies mix'*d in one 
heap. A Papiſt therefore is no more than he is above Repre- 
ſented ; and whoſoever enters that Communion, hasno obliga= 
tion of believing otherwiſe, than as there ſpecified, Andtho* 
| | 2 in 
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in each Particular, I have cited no Authorities; yet forthe 
truth and exattnels of the CharadFer, I Appeal to the Connril of 
Trent. And if in any Point it ſhall be found to diſagree, 1 
again promiſe, upon notice, publickly to own it. And as for 
the other Part, of the Pap:zf M:/-repreſented, it contains fuch 
Tenets as are wrong fully charg'd upon the Papiſts ; and inas 
many reſpects, as it is contrary to the other Charadfer ; 1n fo 
many, it 15 contrary to the Faith of their Church : And fo far, 
they are ready to diſown them and ſubſcribe to their Condem» 
nation. And tho' any ſerious enquirer,may be eaſily ſatisfied 
as to the truth of this; yer for a publick ſatisfattion, to ſhew 
that thoſe Abominable, Unchriſtian Dottrines are no part of their 
Belief; (however extravagant ſome Men may be in ther Opi- 
nions; ) the Papyſts acknowledg that a Farrh aflenting to /#ch 
Texets, 15 wholly oppoſite to the Honour of God, and Deſtru- 
Qtive to the Gopel of Chriſt, and do publickly invoke God Al- 


in rh Judgments upon that Church, which teaches either 


ickly or privately fuch a Faith. And ſince *tis lawful for - 


any Chriſtian to anſwer Awe, to ſuch Unathens's, as are pro- 
anounc'd againſt things apparently finfal; the Papiſts, toſhew 
tothe World that they difown the tollowing Texets,common- 
ly laid at their door ; do here oblige themſelves, that if the 
enſuing Curſes be added to thoſe appointed to be read on the 
Firſt, day of Lexr : They will ſeriouſly and heartily anſwer 
Amen: tothem all. | [hi wer 


I. Curſed is he that commits Idolatry ; that prays to Imapes or 
Relicks, 5 worſhips them for Gods, Reſp. ah iy 
II. Curſed every Goddeſs-worſhiper ; that believes the Vir- 
in Mary to be any more than aCreature; that Honours hey YPor- 
Five her,or puts hu Traft in her more than $nGod ; that 'beljeves 
her above her Son, or that ſhe can tn any thing Commun hin. 
R. Ames. | l 
IT. Curſed is he that believes the Saints in Feaves to-be his 
Redeemers, that prays t0them us ſuch, or that gives God's 'Ho- 


now 
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wour to them, or 't0' any "Creature whatſoever, R." Amen. 

IV. Curſed is he thet Worſbips «nj Breaden God, or makes 
Gods of the empty Elements of. Bread and Wine. R. ey, | 

V. Curſed i he that. believer, that PriefÞs ran forgoue ſins, 
whether the ftnner repent, or-wo > Or. ther there's any. Pomer in 
Earth or Heaven, that can forgive fins, without « hearty Repen: 
#4rce, and ſerious purpoſe of amendment. R. Amen. 

VI. Curſed i he that believes there's Authority in the Pope os 
any other, that can give leave to commit ſins : Or that 047 » forghed 
bins tes ſims for a fu ” of Mony. R: Amen; 

VU. Curſed 55 he hes believes, what Independent of the Mevies 
and Paſſion of Chrift, he can merit ſalvation by his own good 
Works ; or make condign ſatufaction for the guilt of bis f f us, Or 
the pain eternal duetothem.. R. Amen 

Yau. Carſed i he that rontenwms re Word of God, or hides it 
from the People, on defignto keep them from the hwowleds of their 
Huty, and to preſerve them iy Jonorance and Error. -R. Amen. 

IX. Curſed 2 da » he that rdrubiy the Word of God ; or that 
forſaking che Scripture, chuſes rather to follow Homan Traditt- 
ons than it. R. Amen, 

-'K. Curſed « be that leaves the Commundments of Gon, to ob- 
ſerve the Conſtitutions of Men. R. Ames. 

XI. Curſed # he that omits any of the Ten C ommandments , or 
keeps the People from the kuowledg of auy ove of chem, to theend 
the w14y.nat have occaſion of diſcovering the Truth. '' R. Amen. 

IH. Cay fieh * he that Preathes to. the \Peple in unknown 
Tomeens: , ſach a4 they underſtand not ; or uſes any other means, 
20 keep thens in Tonor ance. R. Amen. 
"XL. Corſeduche that.betzeves that the Pope $4n give to any, 
ator any woraurt whatſoever ;" Difpenſations. to Lie, 08 Swear 
Foy Or that "tis lawful for any, at the laſt bon to prove ins- 
felf-Innocemt, in aſe he be Guilty.  R. Ames. 

XIV. Curſed & he that encourages fin, or teaches men to defer 

the amendment =; their toves, 0» orange W whyir death-bed 
. Awven. 


Repentance. R 
| XV. Curſed 
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XV. Carſed i he that teaches men," that they may be lawfully 
drunk 08 4 Friday, or any other Faſting-day ; though they muſt 
not taſte the leaſt bit of th R. . Amen. 
- XVI.. Curſed is he who places Religion in nothing but a pom- 
poxs. ſhew, conſiſting. only. tn Ceremonies ; and which teaches not 
the People to. ſerve God in Spirit and Truth. R. Amen. 
XVII. Curſed « he who loves or promotes Craelty, that teaches 
People to be Bloody-minded, end to lay aſide the meekne ſs of Jeſus 
Cards. Ro Joey. iow 2 47 
XVIII. Curſed &«. he wha teaches it lawful to do any wicked 
thing, though it befor the Intereſt and Good of Mother-Charch : 
Or that any evil attion may be done, that Good may come of it. 
R. Amen. | 
XIX. Curſed are we, if, amongſt. all thoſe wicked Principles 
and'Damnuable Dottrines, commonly laid at our Doors, amy one of 
them be the Faith of eur Church: And Curſed are we, if we do 
not as heartily deteſt all thoſe Helliſh Prattices,as they that ſo ve- 
hemently urge them againſt ws. R. . Amen. 
. XX. Curſed are we, F in anſwering and ſaying Amen, to any 
of theſe Curſes, we uſe any Equivocations, Mental Reſervati- 
ons; or do not aſſert to them in the common and obvious ſenſe of 
the words, R. Amen. 


And can the Papi/ts then, thus ſeriouſly, and.without check 
of Conſcience, ſay Ames to all theſe Curſes? Yes they can, 
and are ready to do it, whenſoever and as often as it ſhall be 
requir'd of them. And what then is to be ſaid of thoſe who 
either by Word or Writing, charge theſe Dottrines upon the 
Faith of the Church of Rome? Is 4 lying \ſpirit in the mouth of 
«ll the Prophets ?: Are they all gone aſide ?:. Do they back-bite with 
their "tongue, do evil to their Neighbour, and take-up a reproach 
againſt their Neighbour ? Tie ſay no ſuch thing, but leave the 
impartial Conliderer to judg. One thing Ican ſafely affirm, 
that the Papiſfs-are fouly Meſ-repreſented, and ſhewn in-pub- 
lick as much unlike what they are, as the Chriſtians _—_— 
pe —_ ET 
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